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1. Describe the factors that led to the European exploration of sea routes to India and the initial 
impact of the Portuguese arrival in 1498. 

Answer: As an 8th standard student, I find it fascinating to learn how Europeans, particularly the 
Portuguese, ventured to India by sea, driven by a mix of ambition and necessity. The chapter explains 
that the capture of Constantinople by the Turks in 1453 disrupted the land trade route between 
Europe and Asia, pushing Europeans to seek alternative sea routes. This was fueled by advancements 
in shipbuilding, better compass and map-making techniques, and growing knowledge of geography 
from voyagers’ travel writings. The European demand for Asian spices like pepper also played a big 
role, as these were highly valued in their markets. These factors combined to make exploration not 
just possible but essential. 

When Vasco da Gama arrived at Kappad near Kozhikode in 1498, it marked a turning point. His 
journey, using ships like Sao Gabriel, Sao Rafael, and Berrio, was a bold move that opened India to 
European trade. The Portuguese faced challenges in Kozhikode, where the Zamorin refused to expel 
Arab traders and grant exclusive trading rights. However, Vasco da Gama secured trade permissions 
from the Kolathiri king in Kannur, returning to Portugal with goods worth 60 times his journey’s cost. 
This success spurred more Portuguese expeditions, but it also led to conflicts with the Zamorin’s naval 
chiefs, the Kunjali Marakkars, who resisted Portuguese dominance. The Portuguese left a lasting 
impact by introducing crops like cashew, guava, and pineapple, building Fort Manuel in Kochi, and 
popularizing art forms like Chavittunatakam. Their arrival set the stage for European influence, 
blending trade with cultural exchanges, though it also sowed seeds of conflict that shaped India’s 
history. 

2. Explain the role of the English East India Company in establishing British dominance in India, 
focusing on key battles and policies. 

Answer: Studying the rise of the English East India Company is like uncovering a strategic game that 
changed India’s history. Established in 1600 for trade with Asia, the Company gradually shifted from 
commerce to political control. The chapter highlights key milestones like the leasing of Madras in 
1639, the gifting of Bombay to King Charles II in 1662, and the building of Fort William in Calcutta in 
1699. These cities became bases for British expansion. The Company’s first factory in Surat, permitted 
by Mughal Emperor Jahangir, marked its early trade success. 

The turning point came with the Battle of Plassey in 1757, where Robert Clive defeated Nawab Siraj-
ud-Daulah, securing Bengal’s rich agricultural resources and tax revenues. This victory strengthened 
the Company’s military and financial power. The Battle of Buxar in 1764 further solidified their 
dominance by defeating the combined forces of Mughal Emperor Shah Alam II, Nawab of Oudh, and 
Nawab of Bengal, granting the Company tax collection rights. These battles showcased British military 
superiority and exploited the disunity among Indian rulers, as Robert Clive noted, “Send me two 
thousand soldiers, I will conquer India.” 

The Company also used diplomacy, like the Subsidiary Alliance Policy and Doctrine of Lapse, to annex 
princely states. These policies weakened Indian rulers, forcing them to maintain British troops or lose 
their states if they had no male heirs. By controlling key regions and resources, the Company 
transformed from traders to rulers, setting the stage for British colonial rule. As a student, I see how 
these calculated moves not only changed India’s economy but also its political landscape, leading to 
widespread resistance. 
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3. Discuss the impact of British tax policies on Indian farmers and artisans, and how these policies 
led to economic hardship. 

Answer: As a student, I feel the British tax policies described in the chapter were harsh and deeply 
affected Indian farmers and artisans. The British introduced three main tax systems: the Permanent 
Land Revenue Settlement (1793) in Bengal, the Ryotwari System (1820) in South India and Deccan, 
and the Mahalwari System (1822) in North India and Punjab. The Permanent Settlement, introduced 
by Lord Cornwallis, forced zamindars to collect high taxes, which farmers had to pay regardless of crop 
yields. The Ryotwari System, under Thomas Munro, made peasants pay taxes directly to the British, 
with land seizure as a penalty for non-payment. The Mahalwari System treated villages as tax units, 
annexing those that defaulted. 

These high taxes were a nightmare for farmers. Even during floods or droughts, there was no relief, 
pushing farmers to borrow from moneylenders. This led to debt traps, and many lost their lands. The 
British also forced farmers to grow cash crops like indigo and cotton instead of food crops, causing 
food shortages and further misery. The commercialization of agriculture meant farmers sold produce 
at low prices, benefiting moneylenders. 

Artisans faced similar hardships. The influx of machine-made British goods, like cotton and silk clothes, 
outcompeted Indian handicrafts. This destroyed the market for local pottery, leather, and edible oil, 
leaving artisans jobless. Many had to abandon their traditional crafts. The chapter’s description of the 
1773 Bengal famine, from Anandamath, shows how these policies led to starvation and desperation. 
Farmers sold everything, even doors, to survive. As a student, I see how these policies not only ruined 
livelihoods but also sparked resistance, as people fought back against such exploitation. 

4. Evaluate the significance of the Revolt of 1857 as India’s first struggle for independence, 
highlighting its causes and outcomes. 

Answer: As an 8th standard student, I believe the Revolt of 1857, often called India’s first war of 
independence, was a landmark event in our history. The chapter explains its causes, which included 
the British Subsidiary Alliance Policy and Doctrine of Lapse. The Subsidiary Alliance, introduced by Lord 
Wellesley, forced princely states to maintain British troops and seek approval for alliances, leading to 
annexations if violated. The Doctrine of Lapse, by Lord Dalhousie, annexed states like Awadh if rulers 
had no male heirs, angering Indian kings. Additionally, Indian soldiers in the Company’s army faced 
discrimination in pay and conditions. The introduction of Enfield gun cartridges, rumored to be 
greased with cow and pig fat, offended Hindu and Muslim soldiers’ religious beliefs, sparking Mangal 
Pandey’s protest in Barrackpore. 

The revolt began in Meerut and spread to Delhi, where soldiers declared Bahadur Shah II as Emperor. 
Leaders like Rani Lakshmibai, Nana Sahib, Tantia Tope, and Kunwar Singh fought bravely across North 
India. The Hindu-Muslim unity was a key strength. However, the British suppressed the revolt brutally, 
killing thousands, including civilians. The revolt’s limitations included its confinement to northern 
India, lack of organized leadership, and limited middle-class support. 

Despite its failure, the revolt had lasting impacts. It ended the English East India Company’s rule, 
bringing India under direct British Crown control, with the Governor-General replaced by a Viceroy. It 
inspired later national movements, showing the power of united resistance. As a student, I admire the 
courage of leaders like Kunwar Singh, who cut off his arm to continue fighting. The revolt taught us 
that unity can challenge even the strongest oppressors, shaping India’s fight for freedom. 
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5. Application: Analyze how the Portuguese and Dutch contributions influenced Indian society, and 
compare their approaches to trade and dominance. 

Answer: Learning about the Portuguese and Dutch in India feels like exploring two sides of a coin—
both left unique marks but in different ways. The Portuguese, arriving in 1498 with Vasco da Gama, 
focused on trade and cultural exchange. They introduced crops like cashew, guava, and pineapple, 
enriching Indian agriculture. They built Fort Manuel in Kochi, the first European fort, and popularized 
art forms like Chavittunatakam and Margamkali. Their training in European war tactics influenced local 
militaries. However, their demand for trade monopolies led to conflicts with the Zamorin and Kunjali 
Marakkars, showing a forceful approach to dominance. 

The Dutch, arriving later, prioritized trade over territorial control. Their major contribution was Hortus 
Malabaricus, a detailed record of 742 medicinal plants, compiled by Hendrik van Rheed with help from 
Itti Achuthan. This work, the first to include Malayalam words, advanced botanical knowledge. The 
Dutch established trading centers in Nagapattinam, Bharuch, and Ahmedabad but faced defeat in the 
Battle of Colachel (1741) against Marthandavarma, ending their dominance. Unlike the Portuguese, 
the Dutch avoided deep cultural interference, focusing on commercial gains. 

Comparing the two, the Portuguese had a broader impact on agriculture, culture, and military, aiming 
for control, while the Dutch emphasized trade and knowledge, with less territorial ambition. The 
Portuguese clashed with local rulers, whereas the Dutch competed with other Europeans, like the 
Portuguese. As a student, I see the Portuguese as aggressive traders who left a cultural legacy, while 
the Dutch were quieter but made a scientific impact. Both shaped India, but their approaches—
cultural versus intellectual—highlight different paths to influence. 

6. Application: How did the British policies, such as the Subsidiary Alliance and Doctrine of Lapse, 
contribute to the unrest leading to the Revolt of 1857? 

Answer: As a student, I find the British policies like the Subsidiary Alliance and Doctrine of Lapse to be 
clever but unfair strategies that fueled the Revolt of 1857. The Subsidiary Alliance Policy, introduced 
by Lord Wellesley, forced Indian princely states to maintain British troops, bear their costs, and avoid 
alliances with other European powers. They had to consult the British Governor-General and host a 
British Resident. If these conditions were violated, the British annexed the state. This policy weakened 
rulers by draining their resources and limiting their autonomy, creating resentment among kings who 
felt trapped. 

The Doctrine of Lapse, enacted by Lord Dalhousie, was even more aggressive. It prevented rulers 
without male heirs from adopting successors, allowing the British to annex their states. For example, 
Awadh was annexed on charges of misrule, angering its rulers and people. These policies stripped 
princely states of power, making them feel betrayed. The annexation of states like Jhansi and Awadh 
directly motivated leaders like Rani Lakshmibai and Begum Hazrat Mahal to join the 1857 revolt. 

Additionally, the British policies alienated soldiers. Indian soldiers in the Company’s army faced lower 
pay and poor conditions, and the Enfield cartridge issue, rumored to offend religious beliefs, sparked 
outrage, starting with Mangal Pandey’s protest. These policies united rulers, soldiers, and common 
people against the British, leading to the widespread revolt. As a student, I see how these policies 
were designed to control but ended up uniting Indians in resistance, proving that exploitation can 
ignite powerful rebellions. 

 


