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1. Explain the importance of physical quantities and their measurement in daily life, with 
examples from the chapter. 

Answer: As an 8th-grade student, I’ve learned that physical quantities are measurable properties like 
length, mass, time, and temperature that help us understand and solve everyday problems. The 
chapter "Measurement and Units" emphasizes their role in making our lives easier and more 
organized. For instance, when measuring the depth of a pit, we use length to ensure safety during 
construction. Similarly, a tailor measures length to stitch clothes accurately, and a shopkeeper 
measures the mass of vegetables to sell the right amount. These measurements rely on physical 
quantities to provide precise information. 

In daily life, physical quantities help us make informed decisions. For example, when I check my body 
temperature using a thermometer, the physical quantity of temperature (measured in Celsius) tells 
me if I’m healthy or need medical attention. Similarly, in a race, a stopwatch measures time to 
determine the winner. The chapter also mentions measuring blood pressure, which involves the 
physical quantity of pressure, crucial for monitoring health. Without these measurements, tasks like 
cooking, building, or even traveling would be chaotic and inaccurate. 

Physical quantities are expressed with a numerical value and a unit, like 14.2 kg for a gas cylinder’s 
mass. This standardization ensures everyone understands the measurement, no matter where they 
are. For example, using a metre scale to measure my height or a measuring jar to find the volume of 
water helps me get consistent results. The chapter taught me that standardized units like the SI units 
(e.g., metre, kilogram, second) make measurements universal, allowing things like vehicle parts from 
different countries to fit perfectly. Understanding physical quantities has made me appreciate how 
science simplifies our daily tasks and ensures accuracy in everything we do. 

 

2. Differentiate between fundamental and derived quantities, providing examples and explaining 
how derived quantities are calculated. 

Answer: Learning about fundamental and derived quantities in the "Measurement and Units" 
chapter has been fascinating. As a student, I understand that fundamental quantities are those that 
exist independently and cannot be expressed in terms of other quantities. The chapter lists seven 
fundamental quantities: length, mass, time, electric current, temperature, amount of substance, and 
luminous intensity. Their SI units are metre (m), kilogram (kg), second (s), ampere (A), Kelvin (K), 
mole (mol), and candela (cd), respectively. For example, when I measure the length of my desk with 
a ruler, I’m directly measuring the fundamental quantity of length in metres. 

Derived quantities, however, are calculated using fundamental quantities. For instance, the chapter 
explains that area is a derived quantity found by multiplying length and breadth (Area = Length × 
Breadth), with the unit m². Similarly, volume is calculated as Length × Breadth × Height, with the unit 
m³. Another example is density, defined as Mass ÷ Volume, with the unit kg/m³. These quantities 
depend on fundamental ones, making them "derived." For example, if I want to paint a wall, I 
calculate its area by measuring its length and breadth, both fundamental quantities, to determine 
how much paint is needed. 

In class, we did an activity where we measured the volume of a stone by water displacement, which 
involves subtracting the initial water level from the final level in a measuring jar. This volume, a 
derived quantity, relies on length measurements. Understanding the difference helps me see how 
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science builds complex measurements from simple ones. For instance, when I calculate the density 
of sand in a box by dividing its mass by its volume, I’m using fundamental quantities to solve real-
world problems, like comparing materials for construction. 

 

3. Discuss the importance of SI units and the problems associated with traditional units, with 
examples. 

Answer: As a student, I’ve realized how crucial the International System of Units (SI) is after studying 
the "Measurement and Units" chapter. SI units, like metre for length, kilogram for mass, and second 
for time, are standardized and universally accepted, ensuring measurements are consistent 
worldwide. For example, when I measure my height with a measuring tape, I get the same result in 
metres whether I’m in India or another country. This universality allows parts of vehicles or 
machines made in different countries to fit perfectly, as the chapter explains. SI units also make 
scientific communication clear, like when scientists share data about temperature in Kelvin or 
distance in metres. 

In contrast, traditional units like cubit, hand span, or foot, used in the past, caused problems. The 
chapter highlights their low accuracy because they varied from person to person. For instance, my 
cubit (the length from my elbow to fingertip) differs from my friend’s, making measurements 
inconsistent. This variability made it hard for people in different regions to understand each other’s 
measurements. For example, if a tailor in one village used a local unit for cloth length, a customer 
from another region might not understand it, leading to confusion. 

Another issue with traditional units is their lack of precision. The chapter mentions that a metre 
scale has a least count of 0.1 cm, allowing precise measurements, whereas a hand span can’t 
measure small lengths accurately. SI units solve these problems by providing fixed references, like 
the metre for length or kilogram for mass, ensuring accuracy and ease of use. Learning this has made 
me appreciate how SI units simplify tasks like measuring ingredients for cooking or calculating 
distances for travel, making life more organized and reliable. 

 

4. Describe how to measure the volume of an irregular object like a stone and explain its 
significance in real life. 

Answer: The "Measurement and Units" chapter taught me a practical method to measure the 
volume of an irregular object like a stone, which is exciting because it applies to real-life situations. 
To measure a stone’s volume, I pour water into a measuring jar and note the initial water level, say 
100 mL. Then, I tie the stone with a thread, gently lower it into the water, and record the new water 
level, say 150 mL. The volume of the stone is the difference between the final and initial levels: 150 
mL - 100 mL = 50 mL (or 50 cm³). This method, called water displacement, works because the stone 
displaces an amount of water equal to its volume. The measuring jar’s unit is usually millilitres, and 
its least count (e.g., 1 mL) ensures accuracy. 

This technique is significant in daily life and science. For example, if I’m building a fish tank and want 
to add decorative stones, knowing their volume helps me calculate how much water they’ll displace, 
ensuring the tank doesn’t overflow. In industries, this method is used to measure the volume of 
irregularly shaped objects, like machine parts, to ensure they fit correctly. The chapter also connects 
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this to derived quantities, as volume (m³) is calculated using length measurements. For instance, if I 
know a stone’s volume and mass, I can calculate its density (Mass ÷ Volume), which helps identify 
materials. In archaeology, measuring the volume of artifacts can help estimate their weight or 
material composition. This method is simple yet powerful, showing me how science makes it 
possible to measure complex objects accurately, helping in construction, manufacturing, and even 
my school projects. 

 

5. Explain the concept of density and how it can be calculated using an experiment, with an 
example from the chapter. 

Answer: As a student, I found the concept of density in the "Measurement and Units" chapter very 
interesting because it explains why some objects feel heavier than others despite having the same 
size. Density is defined as the mass of a substance per unit volume, with the formula: Density = Mass 
÷ Volume. Its SI unit is kg/m³. This means that for the same volume, a substance with higher mass 
has higher density, which is why sand is denser than sawdust. 

The chapter describes an experiment to understand density. I take a cardboard box and calculate its 
volume by multiplying its length, breadth, and height (e.g., 0.5 m × 0.4 m × 0.2 m = 0.04 m³). First, I 
fill it with sawdust and measure its mass using a weighing scale, say 2 kg. Then, I empty it, fill it with 
sand, and measure the mass again, say 4 kg. Using the formula, I calculate the density of sawdust as 
2 kg ÷ 0.04 m³ = 50 kg/m³ and sand as 4 kg ÷ 0.04 m³ = 100 kg/m³. This shows sand is denser because 
it has more mass for the same volume. 

This experiment has real-world applications. For example, at a petrol pump, the density of fuel is 
displayed to ensure quality, as denser fuels might indicate impurities. In my science projects, I can 
use density to identify materials or compare their properties. For instance, if I’m designing a boat, I’d 
choose materials with low density, like wood, to ensure it floats. Understanding density helps me 
make sense of why some objects sink or float, making it a key concept for both studies and practical 
tasks. 

 

6. Discuss the rules for writing SI units correctly and why they are important, with examples of 
correct and incorrect notations. 

Answer: Learning the rules for writing SI units in the "Measurement and Units" chapter has been 
eye-opening because it ensures clarity in scientific communication. As a student, I understand that SI 
units, like metre (m), kilogram (kg), and second (s), must follow specific rules to avoid confusion. 
First, unit symbols are written in lowercase, except for those named after people, like Newton (N) or 
Kelvin (K). For example, writing "kg" is correct, but "KG" is wrong. Second, unit symbols don’t take 
plurals, so 1.5 kg is correct, not 1.5 kgs. Third, symbols and unit names shouldn’t be mixed, like 
writing 1000 kg/m³ instead of 1000 kg/cubic metre. Fourth, no punctuation, like a full stop, should 
follow symbols unless at the end of a sentence (e.g., 60 cm, not 60 cm.). Finally, compound units use 
a space or dot, like N.m for energy, not Nm. 

These rules are crucial because they ensure measurements are understood globally. For instance, if I 
write 1.5 kg correctly, a scientist in another country knows exactly what I mean, but 1.5 kgs could 
cause confusion. In class, we measured a pen’s length as 15 cm, and using the correct notation 
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ensured everyone recorded it the same way. Incorrect notations, like 1000 KG/M³ or 1 kg 500 g, can 
lead to errors in calculations, especially in engineering or medicine, where precision is vital. For 
example, a doctor measuring 37.8°C for temperature must use the correct symbol to avoid 
misinterpretation. Following these rules has taught me the importance of precision and 
standardization in science, making my measurements reliable and universally accepted. 

 

 


