Social science STD 6 SS2

Questions and answers

1. What information can you gather about India from Babur Nama?

India is a country of diversity. Climate, topography, vegetation, animals are all different. People speak
different languages and follow different cultures. Their food habits are also different.

2. What were the factors that promoted the progress of agriculture during the Sultanate and the Mughal
periods?

Those who cultivated uncultivated land were given its ownership. The kings arranged irrigation facilities.
Seeds were supplied. Farmers were granted tax relaxations. Officers were given land as wages.

3. Discuss how the agricultural sector promoted the growth of the textile industry.

Cotton, silk and indigo were among major crops. They provided row materials to textile industry. New
tools like spinning wheels and looms were used in weaving. Indigo and color mixtures were used for
dyeing textile. Thus Indian textile won world fame.

4. What are the commodities that attracted foreigners to India during medieval period?

Indian spices, textiles, leather, gems, sandal, metals, pearl, ivory, etc. were in great demand in foreign
countries.

5. Describe how the towns developed during medieval period.

Towns developed around the production centres and markets.
Dacca, Paithan, Kanchipuram, Urayur, Madurai, etc. were the towns that developed this way. Artisans,
traders, officers, servants, slaves, and so on constituted the urban population.

6. What is a Karkhana? Which occupational groups could be found there?

Karkhanas were the centres that produced and supplied goods for the palaces of the Mughal kings and
nobles.

Embroiderers working under a supervisor, Goldsmiths, Dyers and cobblers were found in different
rooms.

7. Describe the social life during medieval period.

Social and economic inequalities existed among the people. Caste, occupation and wealth determined
the social status. Kings, lords, priests, officers, etc. enjoyed higher social status.

Those who engaged in agriculture and handicraft belonged to lower social strata.

Evil customs like the sati and child marriage prevailed.



8. Write a note on advancement in learning in India during medieval period.

Many people came to India to study in our institutions like Nalantha and Thakshashila. The other
educational centres in Banaras, Agra, Lahore, Kanchi, Mathura, and Delhi were also remarkable.
Chess, the Panchatantra stories, Astronomy and Mathematics are the contributions of India.
Lilavati by Bhaskaracharya was a famous work in Mathematics.

Observatories were established in many places. Several texts were translated into Persian.
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