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11. Political Theory — An Introduction

Political Science is a branch of social science
that studies the state and the government. The word politics is
derived from the Greek word ‘polis’ which means city state. The
Greek philosopher Aristotle is known as the father of political
science. Ideas like freedom, equality and secularism also come
into the scope of political science.

The Importance of the study of Political Theory

1. Relevant on many professions -

Political theory is relevant for many professions like politicians,
lawyers, judges , journalists etc to perform their duties more
effectively.

2. Political Studies: helps to learn the functions of
the government -

Political science helps the students to learn about the functions
of the various organs of the government. Study of Political
Science helps to create awareness about the legal system of the
country. Political Science also discusses the importance and
content of Constitution.

3. Awareness of Human Rights and noble ideals -

The Importance of Human Rights and Prevention of Human
Rights Violations also come under the subject matter of Political
Science. Study of political theory also helps to create an
awareness about various ideals like freedom, equality, justice,
secularism etc.

4. Systematic Thinking on Social issues - Political theory
exposes us to systematic thinking on justice or equality so that
we can polish our opinions and argue in an informed manner and
for the sake of common interests.
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