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FOCUS AREA
7. FEDERALISM

India adopted federal system of government. Indian

federal system consists of one central government and several state
governments.

The Division of Powers

The powers of the Central Government and the State
Governments are very clearly described in the Constitution of India.
Economic powers and other major powers are vested with the central
government. The powers of the government are divided into three lists: the
Union List consisting of 99 subjects under the authority of the Central
Government, the State List containing the 61 subjects under the
authority of the State Government, and the Concurrent List containing
the 52 subjects under the authority of both the Central Government and
the State Government. Decisions on the subjects in the Concurrent List
can be taken by the Central Government and the State Government. But
if there is a disagreement between the central and state governments, the
decision of the central government will remain.

UNION LIST STATE LIST CONCURRENT LIST
Defense Agriculture Education

Atomic energy Police Forests

Foreign affairs Prison Trade unions

War and Peace Local governments Adulteration

Banking Public health Adoption and succession

Railways Livestock and Animal | Transfer of property other
husbandry than agricultural land

Post and Telegraph Liquor

Airways Trade and Commerce

Ports Land

Foreign trade

State public service

Currency and Coinage
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The Central Government has been given residual powers which
are not included in all three lists. Example — Cyber Laws.

Federalism with a Strong Central Government

The Indian federal system gives more powers to the central government .
The reasons for giving the central government more power are as follows.
1. To maintain the unity of India.
2.  To ensure the socio - economic development of the country.

The major provisions that strengthen the central government
are given below.

1.  The central government has the power to create new states
and to change the boundaries and names of the states.

2.  The central government has the power to declare an
emergency.

3.  The Central Government can dissolve the State Government
and directly control the States by imposing presidential rule.

4.  The central government has the authority over financial
matters. It is the central government that passes the budget
and decides the financial allocation of the states.

5.  The Governor who is the representative of the Central
Government has the right to interfere in the activities of the
State Government.

6. The Rajya Sabha is empowered to change a subject from the
State List to the Union List.

7. States cannot take disciplinary actions nor remove the officers
in all India services.

8.  The Parliament is authorised to protect the persons in the
central or state service in respect of any action taken by them
during martial law to maintain or restore order.
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