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6. JUDICIARY

Judiciary is the third organ of government. Main duty of the
judiciary is to resolve disputes and enforce justice. Judicial system in India
consists of the Supreme Court at the top and the 21 High Courts below the
Supreme Court and many District Courts and other lower Courts at the
bottom level. The Supreme Court of India was inaugurated on the 26th of
January,1950.

Independence of the Judiciary

The Constitution of India provides the following provisions for
the judiciary to function independently without the influence of Parliament
or the Cabinet.

1. The President appoints judges of Supreme court and High Courts.

2. Judges can stay in office until retirement age. Judges can only be
dismissed through a difficult process called impeachment on grounds
of violation of constitution or proved misbehavior.

3.  Reduce the possibility of corruption among the judges by providing
better pay and other financial incentives.

4.  Neither Parliament nor the public has the right to criticize the actions
and verdicts of judges. It helps the judges to work without fearing
the criticism.

5. Retired judges are not allowed to practice as lawyers.

Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court

1. Original Jurisdiction -The Supreme Court directly deals with cases
between the Central Government and the State Government and between
the State Governments. Such cases are considered as the Original
Jurisdiction because these cases are originated in the Supreme Court.

2. Appellate Jurisdiction -Individuals and institutions can appeal to the
Supreme Court against the High Court ruling in civil and criminal cases.
3. Writ Jurisdiction - Individuals can approach the Supreme Court for
the restoration of their fundamental rights. The Supreme Court has the
power to issue five different types of orders, writs , to protect the
fundamental rights.

4. Advisory Jurisdiction - The President can seek legal advice from the
Supreme Court on matters relating to the state. The President is not obliged
to accept the legal advice from the Supreme Court.
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