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S.LEGISLATURE

Legislature is the law making body of the
government. Legislature is the centre of all the democratic process.
Parliament is the national legislature of India. Indian parliament has two
houses. Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha are the two houses of Indian
Parliament.

Special Powers of the Lok Sabha
1. Money bills are first introduced in the Lok Sabha. Only Lok Sabha has
the power to reject the money bills.
2. No-confidence motion against the central government can be introduced
only in the Lok Sabha. So only Lok Sabha has the power to overthrow the
central government.
Special Powers of the Rajya Sabha
1. The approval of Rajya Sabha is required to shift an item from State list to
the Union List or to the Con Concurrent List.

2. Any resolution seeking the creation of all India services can only
be initiated in the Rajya Sabha.

Law Making in the Indian Parliament

Law making is the basic function of the Parliament. Preparation
of bill is the initial stage of law making. Bill is a draft of the proposed law.
Types of Bills
1. Government Bill - Government bill is introduced by the minister.
Usually the bill is prepared by the concerned ministry.

2. Private Members Bill -Private member’s bill is introduced by a non
minister. Opposition parties initiates the preparation and introduction of
private members bill.

Stages of Law Making

1. Debate on the need of new legislation _Political parties, interest groups,
media and citizens’ forums discuss about the need of new legislation

2. Preparation of the Bill _Government bill is prepared by the concerned
ministry. Bureaucrats play an active role in the preparation of bills.

3. First Reading - Bill is introduced either in Lok Sabha and or in Rajya
Sabha by a member. No discussion takes place after the first reading.

3. Committee Stage - Bill is forwarded to the committee for detailed study.
Committee can make needed changes in the bill.

5. Second Reading - Bill, after the modifications done by the committee , is
read in the Parliament.
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6. General Discussion -Every provision of the Bill is debated and voted on
in Parliament.

7. Third Reading -The final version of the bill is presented in the House. At
this stage, no changes take place.

8. Bill in the Other House — If a bill is passed by one house , it is sent to
the other House where it goes through exactly the same procedure.

9. Assent of the President - When a bill is passed by both Houses, it is
sent to the President for his assent. The assent of the President results in the
enactment of a bill into a law.

Joint Sitting of the Parliament — If there is a disagreement between the
two Houses on the proposed bill, attempt is made to resolve it through Joint
Session of both houses of the Parliament.

Parliamentary control over the Executive
Following are the main tools used by the Parliament to control the
executive.
1. Deliberation and Discussion - Parliamentarians get enough chances to
evaluate and crticise the functioning of government. Question hour, zero
hour, half an hour discussion adjournment motion etc are the important
instruments of exercising control. Members can collect information on
various social issues by asking questions. It force the ministers to perform
their duties in a more responsible manner.
2. Approval and ratification of laws - A bill can become law only with the
approval of the Parliament. A government with a clear majority has no
difficulty to get the approval of the Parliament in law making. But a coalition
government or government which is minority in Rajya Sabha will be forced
to make compromises and concessions during law making.
3. Financial Control - Parliament has the power to approve and reject the
budget. Parliament can control the executive by discussing the reasons for
which the government requires money. Parliament can enquire the misuse
of government fund. Government policies are also discussed during budget
session.
4. No confidence Motion - No confidence motion is the most powerful
instrument of parliamentary control over the executive. Opposition parties
get a good chance to discuss the performance of the ruling party. Cabinet
has to resign if the no confidence motion is supported by the majority of Lok
Sabha members.
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