Std 10 - English
Class :44 (21-12-2020)

POETRY -1

Dear Children,
Today's class dealt with the first stanza of the poem POETRY by Pablo Neruda.

First Stanza of the

And it was at that age ... Poetry
arrived
in search of me. | don’t know, |
don’t know where
it came from, from winter or a
river.
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| don’t know how or when,
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but from a street | was summoned,
summoned,
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there | was without a face
and it touched me
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lActivity 1

Read the first stanza of the poem and answer the questions

1. Do you think the speaker in the poem earnestly wishes to be a
poet?

2. What is the figure of speech used in the expression 'poetry
arrived?

3. Winter is a season when everything seems frozen and lifeless
whereas the river represents the flow of life. Find out a similar
expression of contrast from the poem.

4. What was the poet's condition before 'poetry arrived?

Explain the significance of the images 'river' and 'winter'.
6. Explain ' Violent fires and branches of night '.
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https://youtu.be/9GnvJkkbnzE
https://youtu.be/OIepJMg9j4o

Answer Key

Activity 1

1. Yes, Poet had a strong compulsion from within to write but he was not sure how and
when.

2. Personification. Reader gets the impression that the poem has come alive and
summoned the poet.

3. Voice, silence or words

4. He does not have a face ie no ldentity very much confused about what to and how to

5. River and winter are again contrasting but both are elements of nature from where he
gets the poetic inspiration from.

6. Violent fires and branches of night are the poetic inspirations or inner fire and the fusion,
obscurity and mystery in the poet



