¢ How did tragedy strlke Hawkmg shorﬂy
- after his twenty-first birthday?
Sherﬂy after his twenty-first birthday in 1963,
. Hawking contracted a. rare disease, named
- ‘amyotrophic lateral sclerosis’, for which
' there was no known cure. This dlsease led to

a gradual dlsmtegratlon of the nerve cells in
- the spinal cord and the braln -




