B Activity 3 -
Critically analyse the speech of Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie and discuss the dangers of a singie story in
perceiving people and events in the world. Prepare
- a write-up based on the points of your discussion.
- It is true that a single story about something won’t give
" us a clear picture of it. In her speech the Nigerian writer
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie explains her experiences-in
this regard. The only thing she knew about their house bay
- Fide was that they were extremely poor. But when she vis-
- ited their house, she was taken aback to see a beautifully
patterned basket of dyed raffia, made by Fide’s brother.
Till then their poverty was her single story about them.
When she went to the USA for higher studies her American
roommate was shocked to hear Adichie speaking English
so well. She was all the more surprised when Adichie
produced her tape of Mariah Carey. Her roommate had a
single story about Africa. They were uneducated, unciv-
ilized people to her, . R S
Adichie’s professor told her that the charactersin her novel:
were not authentically African; they were somewhat like
the Americans. To him the Africans should be starving
and not knowing how to drive a car. In her speech she
points out that all these experiences reveal the danger
of a single story. C T e T
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