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The Best investment I ever made 
 
Dear Students,  
Today's online class is dealt with the paragraphs 10 - 13           
of the anecdote ' The Best Investment I ever Made' by AJ Cronin. Now read               
the summary 
 

Summary of 1 to 13  paragraphs  
 
  A.J.  Cronin was travelling by a ship from New York. It was the second day of 
his trip. He was making a round of the promenade deck. Then he noticed a fellow 
passenger was gazing at him. He was following him. The man was about forty 
years old. He had receding hair. He had worn dark suit, sober tie and rimless 
spectacles. A. J Cronin did not like importunate ship contacts. He wanted to rest . 
So Cronin did not notice the man. At this time, the bugle in ship sounded. It was 
the time for the dinner. A. J. Cronin went below. 
On the following afternoon, A. J. Cronin noticed that the man was observing him.              
Now his wife was with him. They were Mr. and Mrs. John from London. After one                
day, John came to Cronin and told me that he and his wife wanted to talk with A.                  
J. Cronin.  
A.J. Cronin sat near them. John said that their aim was to study the methods               
used in dealing with backward and delinquent youth. John and his wife had been              
active in youth welfare for the last 15 years. John was a lawyer . He was the                 
director of a charitable organization. The organization took care of the welfare of             
boys and girls mostly from the city slums. Their work was to take derelict              
adolescence from the juvenile courts and place them in a healthy environment.            

 



 

 

They gave such boys and girls training in some handicrafts. John asked Cronin             
whether he could remember him. Cronin said no. Then John whispered           
something in Cronin's ears. It took Cronin back to the incident that happened 25              
years ago. 
A. J. Cronin was practising as a doctor. On a foggy November night, he heard a                
bang on his door. It was around one o' clock at night. It was a Sergeant of police.                  
He came to inform me about a suicide. A. J. Cronin and the police man reached                
suicide spot. A young man was lying motionless. A. J. Cronin started the work of               
resuscitation. The young man regained his consciousness. He told A. J. Cronin            
about him. He was an orphan. His parents died when he was quite small. His               
uncle helped him. He got a job of a clerk. But , he began to lead a lavish life. He                    
began to bet on horses. He lost all the bets. He lost all his small savings. He                 
decided to do a final gamble. He took some money from the office safe. He was                
sure to win. But he lost the bet also. He feared that he would be punished for                 
stealing money from the office safe. So he tried to suicide.  
(മലയാള പരിഭാഷ ഏ�വും അവസാന ഭാഗ� ്നല്കിയി���)് 

(Answer key അവസാന ഭാഗ� ്നല്കിയി���)് 

Activity - 1 : Answer the following questions. 

1. Why did the Sergeant of police come to meet A. J. Cronin ? 

2. Where was the suicide attempt made ? 

3. Where was A. J. Cronin practising ? 

4. Who banged on the door ? 

5. What smell did the doctor get while mounting the staircase of the building 

? 

6. Did the young man die ? 

7. What did the doctor do to save the life of the young man ? 

8. When the young man regained his consciousness, what did he tell A. J. 

Cronin about him ? 

9. How long did they do the work of resuscitation? 

 



 

 

10. What happened after one and half of efforts ? 

11. How long did the young man work there ? 

12. How did he lose his money ? 

13. Where did he get the money for the final gambling ? 

14. Did he succeed in the final gamble ? 

15. Why did he decide to commit suicide ? 

 

 

Activity 2 : Complete the following conversation 

suitably. 

A.J. Cronin : …………………..? 

Young Man : My parents died when I was quite young 

A.J. Cronin : Who helped you then ? 

Young Man : ………………….. 

A.J. Cronin : That was a good job . Then why did you commit suicide ? 

Young Man : ............ 

A.J. Cronin : It is quite unfortunate. What happened then ? 

Young Man : ……………………. 

A.J. Cronin : ………………… ? 

Young Man :  I made an effort to recoup. I took some money from the office safe 

for final gambling. 

A.J. Cronin : ……………. ? 

Young Man : Because, I was sure to win 

A.J. Cronin : Did you win ? 

Young Man : ....................... 

A.J. Cronin : How senseless ! 

 



 

 

 

Activity 3 : Narrate the story of the young man 

in your own words. 

   

 



 

 

 

Answer Key 
Activity - 1 : 

1.He came to meet A. J. Cronin to tell about a suicide case 

2.In the lodging around the corner 

3.He was practising in a working class district of London 

4.The sergeant of police 

5.He got the smell of illuminating gas 

6.No 

7.The doctor began the work of resuscitation. 

8.He told him where he was working and what made him to attempt the suicide. 

9.One and half hour 

10.The young man sat up and gazed at them 

11.He worked there for six months. 

12.He began to bet on horses and lost all his small savings. 

13.He stole some money from the office safe. 

14.No 

15.He feared that he would be punished for stealing money from the office safe. 

 

Activity - 2: 

A.J. Cronin : What about your parents? 

Young Man : My parents died when I was quite young. 

A.J. Cronin : Who helped you then ? 

Young Man : My uncle helped me. He managed to get me a job of a clerk in an 

office 

A.J. Cronin : That was a good job . Then why did you commit suicide ? 

Young Man : Here I led a lavish life. I began to bet on horses. 

 



 

 

A.J. Cronin : It is quite unfortunate. What happened then ? 

Young Man : I lost all my small savings 

A.J. Cronin : Then ? 

Young Man :  I made an effort to recoup. I took some money from the office safe 

for a final gamble. 

A.J. Cronin : How dare you to do it ? 

Young Man : Because, I was sure to win 

A.J. Cronin : Did you win ? 

Young Man : No , I lost. 

A.J. Cronin : How senseless ! 

 

Activity - 3 

I was an orphan. My parents died when I was quite small. My uncle was a kind                                 

hearted man. He helped me. He managed to get me a job of a clerk in an office.                                   

In the city, I began to lead a lavish life. I started to bet on horses. I lost all bets                                       

and lost all my small savings. I decided to do a final gamble. So I stole some                                 

money from the office safe. I was sure to win. I thought I could recoup. But , I lost                                     

the final bet too. I feared that I would be punished for stealing money from the                               

office safe. So I shut myself in a room and opened the nob of the illuminating                               

gas. 

 

( ഒ�ു മുതൽ 13 വെരയു� പാര�ഗാഫുകള�െട ചുരു�ം): 
 

മലയാള പരിഭാഷ: 

എ.െജ.േ�കാണിൻ ന��േയാർ�ിൽ നി�് ഒരു ക�ലിൽ യാ�ത      
െച��കയായിരു�ു. അേ�ഹ�ിെ� യാ�തയുെട ര�ാം ദിവസമായിരു�ു     
അത.് അേ�ഹം ക�ലിെല യാ�ത�ാർ�് നട�ാനു� �ല�് കൂടി       
െവറുെത നട�ുകയായിരു�ു. അേ�ാൾ, ഒരു സഹയാ�തികൻ തെ�      

 



 

 

തുറി�� േനാ�ു�ത് അയാൾ �ശ�ി��. അയാൾ A.J. Cronin െന        
പി�ുടരുകയായിരു�ു. ആ മനുഷ�ന് ഏകേദശം നാ�തു വയ�ായിരു�ു.      
മുൻ ഭാഗ�് കഷ�ി ആയിരു�ു. . ഇരു� സ���്, ൈട, ക�ട എ�ിവ          
അേ�ഹം ധരി�ിരു�ു. A. J. Cronin ആള�കള�മായി ഇടെപഴകു�ത്       
ഇഷ്ടെ��ിരു�ി�. അേ�ഹം വി�ശമി�ാൻ ആ�ഗഹി��. അതിനാൽ     
േ�കാണിൻ അയാെള �ശ�ി�ി�. ഈസമയ�്, ക�ലിെല െബൽ മുഴ�ി.        
അ�ാഴ�ിനു� സമയമായിരു�ു അത്. A. െജ. േ�കാണിൻ താേഴ�്       
േപായി. 
പിേ��് ഉ�തിരി�്, എ. െജ. േ�കാണിൻ ആ മനുഷ�ൻ തെ�        
നിരീ�ി�ു�ത് �ശ�ി��. ഇേ�ാൾ ഭാര� അയാേളാെടാ�ം ഉ�ായിരു�ു.      
ല�നിൽ നി�ു� മി�ർ, മി�ിസ് േജാൺ എ�ിവരായിരു�ു അവർ. ഒരു        
ദിവസ�ിനുേശഷം, േജാൺ േ�കാണിെ� അരികിെല�ി, അയാള�ം     
ഭാര�യും എ. െജ. േ�കാണിനുമായി സംസാരി�ാൻ ആ�ഗഹി�ു�ുെവ�്      
എേ�ാട് പറ�ു. എ.െജ. േ�കാണിൻ അവരുെട അടു�് ഇരു�ു.       
പിേ�ാ��ാരും കു�വാളികള�മായ യുവാ�െള ൈകകാര�ം െച���     
രീതികൾ പഠി�ുകയാണ് അവരുെട ല��െമ�് േജാൺപറ�ു. േജാണും       
ഭാര�യും കഴി� 15 വർഷമായി യുവജനേ�മ�ിൽ സജീവമായിരു�ു.      
േജാൺ അഭിഭാഷകനായിരു�ു. ഒരു ചാരി�ബിൾ ഓർഗൈനേസഷെ�     
ഡയറക്ടറായിരു�ു. നഗര�ിെല േചരികളിൽ നി�ു�    
ആൺകു�ികള�െടയും െപൺകു�ികള�െടയും േ�മ�ിനായി സംഘടന    
�പവർ�ി��. ജുവൈനൽ േകാടതികളിൽ നി�ു� കു�ികെള     
ആേരാഗ�കരമായ അ�രീ��ിൽ �ാപി�ുക എ�തായിരു�ു    
അവരുെട േജാലി. അ�രം ആൺകു�ികൾ�ും െപൺകു�ികൾ�ും ചില      
കരകൗശല വസ്തു�ള�െട നിർ�ാണ�ിൽ പരിശീലനം നൽകി.     
അേ�ഹെ� ഓർ�ാൻ കഴിയുേമാ എ�് േജാൺ േ�കാണിേനാട് േചാദി��.       
േ�കാണിൻ ഇ� എ�് പറ�ു. അേ�ാൾ േജാൺ േ�കാണിെ� െചവിയിൽ        
എേ�ാ മ��ി��. 25 വർഷം മു�് നട� സംഭവ�ിേല�് ഇത് േ�കാണിെന         
തിരിെക െകാ�ുേപായി. എ. െജ. േ�കാണിൻ േഡാക്ടറായി ഇം��ിൽ           
�പാക്ടീസ് െച��കയായിരു�ു. മൂടൽ മ�് നിറ� രാ�തിയിൽ,           
അേ�ഹ�ിെ� വാതിലിൽ മു��� ശബ്ദം േക��. രാ�തി ഒരു             
മണി�ായിരു�ു അത്. േപാലീസ് സർജ�ായിരു�ു അത്.         
ആ�ഹത�െയ�ുറി�് അേ�ഹെ� അറിയി�ാനായിരു�ു അേ�ഹം       
എ�ിയത്. എ. െജ. േ�കാണിനും േപാലീസുകാരനും ആ�ഹത� നട�             

 



 

 

�ല�് എ�ി. ഒരു യുവാവ് അന�ാെത കിട�ുകയായിരു�ു.എ. െജ.               
േ�കാണിൻ പുനർ-ഉേ�ജന �പവർ�ന�ൾആരംഭി��. യുവാവ് േബാധം           
വീെ�ടു�ു. എ. െജ. േ�കാണിേനാട് അേ�ഹെ��ുറി�് പറ�ു.           
അേ�ഹം അനാഥനായിരു�ു. അവൻ വളെര െചറുതായിരി�ുേ�ാൾ         
അവെ� മാതാപിതാ�ൾ മരി��. അ�ാവൻ അവെന സഹായി��.           
അേ�ഹ�ിന് ഒരു ഗുമസ്തെ� േജാലി ലഭി��.പേ�,അേ�ഹംആഡംബര               
ജീവിതം നയി�ാൻ തുട�ി. അയാൾ കുതിര പ�യ�ിൽ ഏർെ�ടാൻ             
തുട�ി. എ�ാ പ�യ�ളിലും അയാൾ േതാ��. അവെ� െചറിയ             
സ�ാദ�െമ�ാം നഷ്ടെ���. അവസാന ചൂതാ�ം നട�ാൻ അേ�ഹം           
തീരുമാനി��. അയാൾ ഓഫീസിൽ നി�് കുറ�് പണം ആരുമറിയാെത             
എടു�ു. ജയി�ുെമ�് അയാൾ�് ഉറ�ായിരു�ു. എ�ാൽ പ�യം           
നഷ്ടെ���. ഓഫീസിൽ നി�് പണം േമാഷ്ടി�തിന് ശി�ി�െ�ടുെമ�്           
അേ�ഹം ഭയെ���. അതിനാൽ അേ�ഹം ആ�ഹത�യ്�് �ശമി��. 

 


