
GivenbelowaresomehintsonAlfredHitchcock.Developthehintstomakehisprofile.

Born:13August1899

Leytonstone,Essex,England.

Citizenship:British

Education:SalesianCollege,Battersea.

Almamater:StIgnatius'College,London.

Knownas..Masterofsuspensethrillers.

Occupation:Film director,film producer,screenwriterfilm editor,actor,artdirector

Awards..AFIlifeachievementaward1979

RavenAward1973,GoldenglobeCecilB.DemilleAward1972.Baftafellowship1971.

Death:29April,1980..California,U.S.

ALFREDHITCHCOCK

SirAlfredJosephHitchcock,KBEwasanEnglishfilm director,producerandascreenwriter.He

wasalsoafilm criticandanactortoo.Hewasbornon13thAugustintheyear1899atLeyto

nstone,Essex,inEngland.HehadhiseducationatSalesiancollege,Battersea.St.Ignatius

College,Londonwashisalmamater.Thismanofimpeccabledirectorialskillswasknownas
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themasterofsuspensethrillers.42ofhisfilmsbaggedseveralawards.HewasawardedA.F.I

LifrAchievementAwardintheyear1979.HealsoreceivedRavenAwardintheyear197,and

GoldenGlobeCecil.BDemilleAwardin1972andBaftafellowshipin1971.Hepassedaway

on29April1980,inCalifornia,U.S..

Afewfactsonthemakingofhisnotablefilm Birds.

Throughameticulouspositivereinforcementprocess,animalhandlerRayBerwicktrained

hundredsoflivebirdsforuseinHitchcock’smovie.Mostofthesewerewild-caughtcrows,

ravens,seagulls,andsparrows.Berwickoversawanentirebird-wranglingteam whosemembers

spentahugeamountoftimecorrallingtheirfeatheredco-workersbetweentakes.Toensure

thatnoneoftheanimalswasharmed,theAmericanSocietyForthePreventionofCrueltyto

Animals(ASPCA)assumedanactiveroleintheproduction.Undertheirwatchfuleye,thecrew

setupamakeshiftavianhospital.

“Weactuallybuiltanaviaryontothesetforbirdsthathadbeenhurtorinjured,”Veronica

Cartwright,whoplayedCathyinthefilm,said.Anothermeasuretakeninthenameofanimal

welfarewastheconstructionofalargenet,whichthespecialeffectsteam drapedoverthe

livingroom set;thiskeptthebirdsfrom flyinghaphazardlythroughtherestofthestudio.

Thewranglingteam hadplentyofothertricksuptheirsleevesaswell.Sometimes,togettheir

featheredfriendstoflytowardacamera,thecrewwouldsuspendahunkofmeatbeneaththe

lens.Inoneinterview,

WhenCaryGrantvisitedtheset,hecalledHedrenthebravestladyhe’devermet.Toputitmildly,

shehadaroughmoviemakingexperience.Duringthetelephoneboothscene,apaneofso-

called“safety-glass”thatshatteredinherfaceturnedouttoberealglass;itsshardswerethen

painstakinglyextractedfrom hernoseandleftcheek.Andthentherewastheatticattack.

Hedren’scharacterinTheBirdsisMelanieDaniels,aconfidentblondewhocourtsMitch

Brenner.Oneofthemovie’smostshockingmomentscomeswhenMelanietakesapeekinside

theBrennerfamily’satticandfindsasmallarmyofbirdshidingout.Thesecondtheyseeher,

theychargeMelanie,who’srenderedunconsciousbytheirviolentonslaught.

It’sabrutalscenethat’shardtowatchandwasanightmaretofilm.Sincethiswasacomplex

andemotionallytaxingscene,Hedrenspentafullweekworkingonit.Hitchcockspentmuchof

itorderinghiscrewmentohurllivegullsatherfrom behindthecamerabecausehethoughtthis

wouldintensifyHedren’sperformance.Also,atregularintervals,there’dbeapauseinthe

shootingsothemakeupteam couldapplysomenewfauxinjuries.Butshealsoreceivedsome

realones;Hedren’swillpowerfinallycollapsedwhenabirdrippedaholeintoherlowereyelid.
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Theinjuryprovokedafull-blownnervousbreakdownand,atherdoctor’sinsistence,production

wasforcedtoshutdownforaweektoallowhertorecover.

Intheyearssincethefilm'srelease,Hedrenhasalsospokenopenlyaboutbeingsubjectedto

yetanotherharrowingexperiencewhileTheBirdswasbeingfilmed:Accordingtotheactress,

shewassexuallyharassedbyHitchcock."Ithinkhewasanextremelysadcharacter,"Hedren

saidin2012."Wearedealingwithabrainherethatwasanunusualgenius,andevil,anddeviant,

almosttothepointofdangerous,becauseoftheeffectthathecouldhaveonpeoplethatwere

totallyunsuspecting."Hedren'sallegationswerelaterdramatizedinTheGirl,acontroversial

biopicthatpremieredin2012.

ITWASLOOSELYBASEDONADAPHNEDUMAURIERBOOK

Thetitleofthefilm andtheplotcamefrom theshortstorycalledTheBirdswrittenin1952by

DuMaurier.

HITCHCOCKWASINSPIREDBYASPOOKYINCIDENTHESAW INTHEPAPER

In1961,Hitchcockreadanewspaperarticleabouthordesofdeadbirdswashingupontothe

streetsintheseasideCaliforniatownofCapitolaandastoryaboutflocksoffrenzied,dying

birdsflyingintothewindowsofhomesinMontereyBa

LEADINGLADYTIPPIHEDRENHADNEVERACTEDBEFORE

HitchcockspottedherinaTVcommercialforadietdrinkduringNBC’sTodayshow.Hewould

eventuallygroom herintooneofhisclassicicyblondes,choosingherclothes,hairstyle,and

evenherlipstickforherroleasMelanieDaniels.



Compellingscenesfrom Birds.



Thedirector,AlfredHitchcockplacesnoticesfortrainedbirdsforhisnewfilm.Withinaweek

someonerepliesandhearrangesameetingwiththetrainer.What.wouldbetheirlikely

conversation..?

Thetrainer:MayIcomein.

AlfredHitchcock..Yes.youmayplease.

Thetrainer:Ihaveseentheadvertisementyouhaveplaced.

AlfredHitchcock:Doyoupossesstrainedbirds?ImeanIneedalot.

Thetrainer:YesIdo.Theyarequitegood.

AlfredHitchcock:ButwhatIneededmostinnumbersareravens.

Thetrainer:Ithink,Icouldtrymyhand.

AlfredHitchcock:Okay.Allthebest.Getthem readybynextweek.

Thetrainer:Mypleasure.

AlfredHitchcock:Iwantthem tobedisciplinedtoo.

Thetrainer.Itwillbedone.


