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THE SNAKE AND THE MIRROR

Vaikom Muhammad Basheer

Summary
The story ‘The Snake arithe Mirror' is written by
Vaikom Muhanmad Basheeit is about the lonely life g
a doctor who encounters a snake. Baskeaniversa
love towards all creatures is revealed in this story

A few doctors were discussing about snakes. T

a homeopath told them how a snake had coiled ar
him. It was a hot summer night about 10 O’clo&ker
supper the doctor returned to his rented room. It wal
electrified. He could hear the sound of rats.

He was thinking of marrying a fat lady doctor w
had plenty of money and a good medical practice. Sud
a fat snake landed on his shouldé¢e couldnt move of
cry. It coiled around his left arm. Its hood was spread
Its head was only four inches from his face.
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After some time, it looked into the mirror on the tgble

and saw its reflection. The doctor thought that it
thinking of improving its beautyThen it fell into his laf

and moved towards the mirrdde got up from the chajir

and ran out. He reached his friesitiouse. He smear
his body with oil and took a bath.

The next morning, he came back to his room to
his things. But nothing was there. Some thief had s{
everything except his dirty vest. Bashsecharacter
never hurt each other; they co-exist.
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Questions and Answers

9. How did the doctor react when the snake landed on

him? (When the snake landed on him, the doctor
frozen with feal)

was

10. Why did the doctor sit in the chair ‘like a stone image
in flesh’? (The doctor sat in the chair ‘like a stpne

image in fleshbecause he was frozen with f¢ar]

11. Inthe story the snake is compared to three objects. What

are they? ((i) rubber tube (i) leaden rod (iii) a human be
12. Why did he feel that he was a stupid doctor?

ng.)

(He felt that he was a stupid doctor because he hpdn’t

kept any medicines in the room in case of an gerary)

13. ‘I was suddenly a man of flesh and blood’. What

does the doctor mean by this statement?
returned to him and he was able to think cleprly

14. Why did the doctor run to his frierelhouse? Did

the snake harm the doctor? Why? (The docto
to his friends house to escape from the snake.

1. What was the topic that came up for discussion betiyg
the doctor andhis friends? (The topic was shakes.)

2. What does the expression ‘a full-blooded col g

suggest? (A dangerous and poisonous cobra with
hood spread out.)

3. ‘The sound was a familiar one’. What was the souyngd?

(The familiar sond was that of rats moving on t

en

the snake did not harm the doctothought that h
was a stone image.)

’

IS \What was the insult? (The thief had left behind

should have a better sense of cleanliness.)

roof of the house.)

Let’s revisit

4. ‘In those days | was a great admirer of beauty
Pick out phrases and expressions from the stqgr

justify the statement. (The following expressigns

justify the statement.

» ‘.....took a close look at my face in the mirfq

» ‘I would shave daily and grow a thin moustaj

to look more handsome.”)
5. What are the two ‘important’ and ‘earth-shaking

decisions that the doctor takes while looking intq

mirror? ((i) He would shave daily and grow a tfjn (d) I wrote the word “Oh God” in my imaginatior).
moustache. (iiHe would always keep an attractiyg (e) Death lurked four inches away

smile on his face to look more handsome.)

6. ‘Again came that noise from above’. Did the docg
pay much attention to the noise? Why? (The dagt
didn’t pay much attention to the noise. He thoug
that it was the sound of rats running across the bea|

7. What kind of a woman does the doctor wanr [
marry? Why? (The doctor wants to marry a fat @
rich lady doctorlf there is a quarrel, she should ng
be able to run after him and catch him.)

8. What happened when the doctor was sitting om
chair? (When the doctor was sitting on his ch
snake fell on his shouldgr

his on my face to look more handsome.
a (e) ' was proud of being a doctor

Activity 1
o Pick out gntences from the story ‘The Snake and
Mirror’ and complete the table belohese sentences tell y
the condition of the narratdBome hints are given.

i. Was afraid of the snake.

e | was turned to a stone

(@) I held my breath.

(b) The room was filled with darkness.

€  (c) | sat there like a stone image in the flesh.

(f) I didn’t keep any medicines in the room.
i. Was proud of his appearance.
Or | looked into the mirror and smiled.
Nt (a) | believed in making myself look handsome.
m.) (b) I picked up the comb and ran it through my.h
0  (c) | adjusted the parting of the hair so that it loo
straight ad neat.

(d) I decided | would always keep attractive sm

Life

ran
No.

D

.... the thief had left behind one thing as afinal insplt”

his

dirty vest. The thief wnted to tell the doctor that he

the

air
ked

e

(f) 1 was proud of being a bachelor then.
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Activity 2 C. () His thoughts when he looks into the miror.
The story is about a frightening incident narrated fn|a I really appreciate myself. How good looking lam
humorous waywhat makes it humorous? Il | have to keep up this beautyet me take &
The writer has made use of certain striking contrasts|in close look at my face. | will shave daily and grow
the story to bring about humour a thin moustache to look even more handsore. |
Pick out such expressions from the story and write thgm. will keep smiling. How attractive my smile is!
A) (i) The kind of person the doctor was (i) His thoughts when the snake is coiled
(The doctor was a less handsome bachelor around his arm- My God! My body has turned
(ii) The kind of person he wanted to beg(He wanteg into a stoneAt this moment, | feel the presence
to be handsome and married.) of God near me. | will write the name of Goq in
B (i) The person he wanted to mary (a fat lady doctoy bright letters. th'"t apanin my Ieft arm where
(i) The person he actually married(a lean womat the snake has coiled. It is raising its hood. How
; _ . i
who could run like a sprintdr :orrlble to Ioc:jk' gt. If |.t bites me, | E'o nottevst,'jnI
C (i) His thoughts when he looked into the VY e |C|n'es.|n my room. How stup
. am! How short this life is! My beautyvealth,
mirror (I have to make my presence felt, | have . . . .
K | fame, pride and everything will vanish no@
- to. eep a smile.) _ God! If you save me | will lead a good life.
(i) His thoughts when the snake coiled aroung —
his arm (If | made the slightest movement, it wolld ACtVIty 3 o |
strike me. | haven't keep any medicines in my roo)rnl.n the storythe snake.dldnt hgrm the .homeopath. The
. . homeopath in turn didt’hurt it. KeepingBasheets
| am but a pooifoolish and stupid doctdr & i } )
vision on nature and its beingscomment on this story
Now, based on what you have written, prepare short Vaikom Muhammed Basheer was a humanistwho
paragraphs on thgse of contrasts in the storyo bring|||| considered other creatures on the earth as his fellow
about the humour beings. He thought that all living beings on the earth has
the same right as human beings to live and survive| The
L_JSE OF_CONTRASTS IN THE ST_ORY book written by BashegBhoomiyudeAvakashikal’, is a
A. (i) The kind of person the doctor is[Same a§|| clear example of his love towards nature and the pther
the character sketch of the homeopath Q. V|l i@reatures in the world. The co-existence of man and pther
the Exam Based Questions.] beings was his doctrine.
(if) The kind of person he wanted to beHe was The storyThe Snake and the Mirroalso shows
a great admirer of beauty and he believefllifis concern towards the other creatures in a humgrous
makrl]ng. hlmsr?lffhan:sohme. He laid grd lway. The homeopath shares his room with the rats. He
emphasis on the fact that e_WaS_ unmarrie mrgever triedo hurt any of the creatures that lived there. [The
a doctor He was pleased with his appearafce. . . .
. . ﬁ cobra coiled around his badye author stood still and neyer
He decided to shave daily and grow a { |nt, dto disturb the activities of the cobra. It did what it ed
moustache to look more handsome. ried to disturb the activities 0 e.co ra.. i w atitwapte
B. (i) The person he wanted to marry- He wanted to and moved awainstead of hurting ordlsturplngthe cobra
to marry a lady doctor who had plenty of mon e);he doctor escaped from the room. Everything is presented
and a good medical practice. He wanted al[fdf @funny wayThe universal love towards the other creatfires
wife so that whenever he made a mistake his||fts beautifully depicted in this lesson.
would not be able to run after him and catch him —
. . . Extended Activity
(i) The person he actually marries He married o L _ ,
. . Collect similar stories in Englisor Malayalam showing
a thin and slendelady who could run like g
sprinter the harmony of nature
E.Q. ealoyes @nasouwsle-ud-Basheer
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EXAM BASED QUESTIONS

I. Read the passage and answer the questions
A. It was a hot summer night about ..................
the kerosene lamp on the table. @xt para 2)

1. Whatis the tine mentioned here?

2.  Where did he have his meal?

3.  What was the familiar sound that he heard?
4. With whom did he share the room?

5.  What did he use for light, instead of electricity?

B. One feels tempted to look into a mirror ..............||.
Again | heard that sound from above. (Ext para 6)
What is one tempted to do?

Where did he take a look?

What was his profession?

Why did he take much care in beauty those da
What is the word ‘parting’ related to?

ﬁ

SIS

The doctor replied, “I ran and ran. .................... .
as a final insult!” (Text para 20)
Where did the doctor run to?

What did the doctor do after reaching his frienaduse’]
How did the thief enter the doctsrhouse?
Why did the doctor take his friend and some oth
along with him?
What was the only thing that the thief did not tal

Pwn e

NARRATIVE
. After reading the story ‘The Snake and the Mitrgou go
home. How would yooarrate the story to your brothefp
. The doctor himself narrates everything to his math
at home. How would thairration be?
. Narrate the experience of the doctor in ‘The Sng
and the Mirror

)>.=

C

1. SPEECH
After the encounter with the snake, the doctor
understood that our pride, monelggrees, even life ar’}d

everything may disappear in a moment. He startg

»

rs

V. REVIEW
Write areviewof the story ‘The Snake and the Mirto

VI. CHARACTER-SKETCH
Prepare aharacter-sketch of the homeopath.

VII. NEWS-REPORT

newspaperPrepare theews-report.
B. Prepare aews-report of the doctois encounter wit
the snake and the theft that took place there:after

A. Suppose the homeopath in the lesson ‘The Snake
the Mirror, died of snake-bite and the news came in

> and
the

h

VI . DIARY- ENTRY.

after the terrible incident. He was unable to sleep
7ight. He jotted down his feelings in his didWrite the
likely diary- entry.

C. Write thethoughts of the doctor when he looked into the mir

D.Write thethoughts of the doctor when the snake coi
around his arm.

Additional Question for self-practice.

rgvhen his belongings were stolen, the young doctor

alone in despair and wrote his didfyrite thediary?

A. The Homoeopath managed to reach his friehduse

B. Write the thoughts of the snakevhen it looked into the mirror

that

ed

sat

X CONVERSATION
A. The homoeopath narrates his experience with the §
to one of his friads, who is a journalist in a leading ne
Daper Prepare the likelyonversation between thg
homoeopath and the journalist.
,B. Write atelephonic conversationbetween the doctg
and his mothemfter his encounter with the snake.
C. Imagine that you meet the homeopath after he
changed his stay from the rented house where hg
encountered the snak@lrite the likely conversation
fetween the homeopath and you.

snake
WS

\U

pr

has
b had

organize meetings and speak on the shortness o
Prepare apeechfor one such function.

V. WRITE UP
A. The doctor in the story ‘The Snake and the Mirf
usually presents things in a humorous manklyse
the humorous elements inet story and preparevaite

up describing how humour adds to the beauty of the g
B. Prepare awrite-up on the doctds encounter wit
the snake and the theft that took place there:-after

d

0
;

D

I3 LETTER

A. The doctor in the story ‘The Snake and the Mirror’, writ

complaint to the Sub-Inspector of Police about the burg

[ (theft) that took place in his hous#rite the likelyletter.

B. Write the possible letter that the doctor might h

written to his close friend/mother

Y dditional Question for self-practice.

The thief happened to read about the homeopath i
news paperHe writes a letter to the doctddow
wouldthatletter be?

C. Write aparagraph on the decisions taken by the dmﬂ(

esa
ylary

ave

n the
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XI. NOTICE
A. The Police gbstrong evidence that it was Bandit CI
who stole the things from the doct®house. But the)
could not catch him. Prepardamk out noticeto be puf
up in public places.

B. The English Club of your school has decided to sta
play based on the story ‘The Snake and the MiDoaft a
notice inviting all teachers and students to watch the. p|

10

XIl. PROFILE
Prepare arofile of Vaikom Muhammad Basheer

Birth 11908, Jan 19, Kerala.

Known as : Beypore Sultan, humanist, freedom fight
novelist, short story writer

Style : Disarmingly down-to-earth style made hiir
popular among literary critics as well as [
common man.

Works : Balyakalasakhi, Shabdangal, Pathummay\!
Aadu, Mathilukal, Ntuppappakkoranendarn
Janmadinam amtinargha Nimisham.

Awards :Padmashri 1982

Death 1994, July 5.

ANSWERS - EXAM BASED QUESTIONS

I. A. 1. The time was ten ‘O¢lock at night (10 p. m.)
. He had his meals from a restaurant.

. It was the sound of rats from the roof.

. He shared the room with the rats.

. kerosene lamp.

1. One is tempted to look into the mirror

. He took a look into the mirror

. He was a homeo doctor

. He was unmarried and was in search of a wife.
. Hair

C: 1.The doctor ran to his frierslhouse.

2. He applied oil on his body and took a bath.

3
4. Firstly he feared that the snake might be still in
room. Secondly he wanted to shift his things from the roo
5. His dirty vest.

II. A. Answer is same as the Summary

B.Write the summaryni first person narrative.

C. Answer is same afi¢ Summary

O WNDODMWN

1
’

0

ay

Il

1. SPEECH

Ladies and gentlemen,

A warm good morning to all of you.

Today | stad before you, not as a homeopath but

Lfgw days ago | was thinking of marrying a rich lady-do
and improving my financial status. Then | had an enco
with a hooded cobra, in my room. It fell on me and cg
around my arm. Its hood was only four inches from
face. | was frozen with fealrcould not shout or move
saw death before m&s | was going to die, | thought
the meaninglessness of pride, mgrimgrees and fam
rHow foolish we are when we go after these thinge!
keep enmity to our neighbours or our near ones for
reasons or due to misunderstandir@fser all, can we
take our wealth and land to the other world? We.go
eempty-handedhll of you just imagine, how you are goil
to lie in the cdiin. Our hands will be empiyf we do
ygood, so many people will come for the funeral and s
some good words. But if we do evil, people will hatg
‘even after our death.

So let us try to do good to our neighbours and our
ones.We must behave to our friends as they will be
enemies tomorromiVe must behave to our enemies
they will be our friends tomorrawrhen we cannot d
any harm to others. Let me conclude my words.

Thank you.

person who likes to tell you about the shortness ofdife.

AS a

Ctor

inter
iled
my

Of
e.

silly

9

peak
> US

near
our
as

0

. The thief entered through the door which was left qpe

IV. A, HUMOROUS ELEMENTS IN THE STORY
The doctor in the story ‘The Snake and the Mir
is a humorous character createdMaykom Muhammeg
BasheerThere are many humorous elements which
to the beauty of the stary
In the beginning of the story we read ‘rats a
shared the room’. The part which tells of his meagre
is also humorou#\s the story moves on we see the do
thinking of marrying a fat lady-doctor who had plenty
money and a good medical practidé@other humorou
part is which tells of the snake looking into the mir
A he most attractive humorous description is the one
Htells how the thief had left behind the dirty vests as a
insult. (Now add the summary from the second parag
onwards here.)
B. Answer is same as the Summary

C. Answer is same aActivity 2 C ii.
V. Answer is same as the Summary

for
)
add

nd |
life

ctor
of

D

ror
hich

final
raph
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VI. THE HOMEOPATH L

The homeopathappears in the story ‘The Sn
and the Mirrof written byVaikom Muhammad Bashegr
He is able to find humour in every aspect of IHe was
a handsome bacheldde had just started his practicg
His earnings were meagre. So he was very stibig
had only sixty rupees in his suitcase. He had only one @
and some shirts and dhotis. He took for rent, a
electrified room. It was full of rats. He was a man of
esteem and an admirer of his own beaktyen when h
opened a book to studlye was tempted to look into

o

DIARY
h15 June 1960 Thursday 8 p.m.
Dear Diary,
An Unforgettable Day!
Unbelievable! Spending half an hour with a snak
‘'my shoulder and still alive! How horrible it was! If | h

@8y beautyjob, status etall vanished in a momentVhat a|

b on
ad

moved a little, | would have died. How proud was | regarding

pifeolish doctor am 1! | did not have any medicine in my rgom

handsome and educated, | was proud. It is a reminde

sfio cure myself. In spite of thanking God for creating me as

from

| God. | have to avoid pride and greed. | have to accept myself

as poor and ordinarfAiow many times did | call the name

mirror. He wanted to make himself handsome by shawingoq' | think, the snake resembles my serpentine thoughts!
daily, and keeping a smile on his fa¥éhen a snake fgll | It makes me proud and greettyis an eye-opener to me. |
on him, he was frozen with fearHe was not at should lead a sincere Iife._lshoyld dedicate my service o the
courageouslhat is whythe following day he came alo pOO!’.' | have to be satisfied with what | have. Pomp and
with some other men, to his room. He has a sens nltydW(IJnt_”hbeIp uﬁ at tf:je momer]:%;ao{(gang&ug?y
. .| onwards | will be a changed personalityankYou God for

humour He narrates the encounter with the snake| if ving saved my life!
humourous way Muhammed.
VII. A. NEWS REPORT B. THE THOUGHTS OF THE SNAKE

A Homeopath Dies of Snake-Bite Oh! How wonderful' How handsome am I! Thig is
Saff Reporter the first time that | view a mirrorHow royal my
20 June 1960 appearance is! The other cobras in my area havent got

rented house here, died of snake-bite lastnight. He|N
practicing here for the past three months. It was an jI
that, he had no medicine in his room, at the time of caqug
The body was moved to the medical college for lt
mortem. It will be displayed for the public to vigiw th
Govt. Homeo HospitaVaikom, from 8 a.m. to 9 a.
tomorrow The burial will take place atllam at his nativie

| C. Answer is same aActivity 2 C .

ere every day to enjoy my beautywill look more

‘ . |
Vaikom: An unmarried homeopath who was living if aLh'S opportunity How unlucky they are! | have to come

VB&ndsome if | grow moustache. Using eye-shadow| will

me more effective. If | wear a vermilion-spot on

my

aftgrehead | will be the most handsome snake in this world.
5By the way where is that man? He has escaped. Hg was

moved.A poor foolish doctorWhat a coward he is!

D.Answer is same aActivity 2 C ii.

frozen with fear when he saw me. | would bite him if he

place- Edappally in Cochin.

B. NEWS REPORT
Robbery in a Homeopaths House
Saff Reporter
20 June 1960
Vaikom: The people o¥aikom witnessed a new kind|gf
robbery in a homeopathhouse here last nighA cobra

entered his room last night at about 10 p.m. and the dottdiend : How did you escape?

was forced to run to his frieralhouse for lifeWhen he

returned in the morning, he discovered that everything|fipRriend : Can a snake admire its beauty?

his house had been stolen. He has lodged a complain
the buglary to theVaikom Paolice. “Vé doubt that som

dl
snake-charmer is behind it. This may be a new methog

robberyWe will find the buglar and redeem the lost thing 5 Eriend

and money as soon as possible”, said the police.
VIl .A. (Hints for diary writing are given ogpage 88)

XA CONVERSATION

Friend : Why do you look so worried?

Doctor : A snake fell on me.

Friend : What kind of snake?

Doctor : Ahooded cobra. It coiled around my arm,
hood was only four inches from my face.

Friend : Did you cry?

Doctor : No I couldnt cry. | was frozen.

Doctor : Itmoved tothe mirror and went on admiring its bea

Hogetor : Ifitdid not see the mirror, you could attend my bu
Friend : Thank GodAnyway this is very interestin

| of | shall prepare a feature for my news pa

‘Boctor . Are you going to publish it?

: Yes. I'm going to publish it.

Doctor : [I'll become famous.

Its

\uty

ial.
).
per

Friend : |too will become famau
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B. TELEPHONIC CONVERSA TION B LETTER
Doctor : s it 7034361000. Thalayolaparambu
Mother : Yes, son, itis your mom. 21 June 1960
, , y

Why are you so scared? Dear Navas
Doctor - A snak_e coiled around my arm. How are you? Hope you are fine. Last night | really wished
Mother : What kind of snake? for your presence hera.full-hooded cobra coiled around my
Doctor : Acobral arm. It was only four inches from my face. | wanted to run away
Mother : My God! Did it attack you? but | couldnt move. | was frozen with fedwas sure to die. If it
Doctor : No, mom. It spared me. bit me! I had no medicines in my room! But fortunately it notited
Mother : What did it do then? the mirror and spared me. | ran to a frisrfibuseThis morning
Doctor : It moved to the mirror | came back with some men to move my things from there| But
Mother : That room is not a safe placéou have tq||| everything has been stolen. | have lodged a complaintifatkem

take a concrete building for rent. Police $ation.You have to be very careful in and othere are
Doctor : We shall decide those things latdow | am||| | many snakes and thieves around. Be carefuemain.

coming home. With Love

Muhammadrasin
C. CONVERSHON
Homeopath : Good morning! XL A. LOOK OUT NOTICE
You . Good morning! How is your new lodgingj?| MOS'}ISE/I\/QAMN_:IA'\EFI)DOEIL?IEGLAR
Homeopath : It's a nice plac_e but a bit costlier? The most wanted burglar Bandit Chor who brpke
You : Are there rats in that room? into a homeopatk’house last night Zhalayolaparamby,
Homeopath : There are norats. Do you like to come thee as been absconding. Those who help the police to atch
You : Not now | will come later Do you keey him will be awarded F\,'S 5 000
any medicines there? Kottayam I s/d
Homeopath : | learned a lesson. Now | keep medicil€S5 j,ne 1960 Supdt. of Police
in my room.
You . What about your marriage? B. NOTICE
Homeopath : I'm seriously thinking about it. _ Gowvt High School Kannur -~
You : The bell has gone sive shall meetagain latg| _ S2ging of the play “The Snake and the Miror
Dear friends,
The English Club of Govt. High School Kannur has decjded

X.A. LETTER to stage the play ‘The Snake and¥fireor’, on Monday24th January
Dr. Muhammad 2021, at 3.00 p.m. in the school auditorium.atftay prepared by the
Muhammad Manzil members of the English Clubased on the story ‘The Snake and the

Thalayolaparambu

25 June 1960
The Sub Inspector of Police
Thalayolaparambu

Subj: Complaint about the burglary at my room. Reg
Dear Sir
| write this letter to lodge a complaint about

burglary that took place in my rented room last night. Since

a cobra entered my room last night, | was forced to

my friend’'s houseWhen | returned in the morning
discovered that everything from my house had been s
| doubt that some snake-charmer is behind it. This
be a new method of bglary. |1 request you to tak

necessary action to find the burglar and to redeen

lost things and money
Yours faithfully
Sd/-

Mirror’, written byVaikom Muhammad Bashe@here will be a publig
functionbefore the staging of the plahe famous film director S
Adoor Gopalakrishnan will inaugurate the function.

Date :24th January 2021
Time :3p.m.
Venue : Schod\uditorium

All are Welcome!
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i Sa/
jo annur Secretary
Jan 2021 English Club
Programme
ledrayer Song : School Choir
Ma¥elcome Speech : School Leader
= | PresidentiaPddress : PTA President
heauguralAddress : Sri.Adoor Gopalakrishnan
Felicitations . (1) Principal
: (2) HM

Vote of Thanks
NationalAnthem.

. SecretaryEnglish Club

Dr. Muhammad

Ph: 9745718457, 7034361000



Kerala English Languag@achersAssociation

Omega Publishers

Xll.  VAIKOM MUHAMMAD BASHEER

Vaikom Muhammad Basheeris fondly

remembered as ‘Beypore Sultan’. He is a humapni

freedom fighternovelist and short story writdtde halil

from Kerala in South India. He was born in 1908. Hg is

noted for his disarmingly down- to- earth style of writi
that made him equally popular among literary criticg
well as the common man. His notable works incly
‘Balyakalasakhi’, ‘Shabdangal’, ‘PathummayudeAadL
‘Mathilukal’, ‘Ntuppuppakkoranendarnnu’, ‘Janni

Dinam’ and ‘Anagha Nimishan'. He was awarded the
Padma Shriin 1982. He died in 1994.

(e}

Ph: 9745718457, 7034361000 -8-



