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General Instructions :
i)  This question paper is divided into three sections — A, B, and C. All sections are

compulsory.

Section A Reading Comprehension 20 marks
Section B Writing and Grammar 30 marks
Section C  Literature 30 marks

i)  Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary.
Read these instructions very carefully and follow them faithfully.

iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
iv) Do not write anything in the question paper.

v)  All the answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written
in the answer sheet provided to you.

vi)  Attempt all the questions in each section before going on to the next section.

vi)  Read each question carefully and follow the instructions

Section A - Reading [20 Marks]
Q1. Read the following passage and answer the questions given below: (8 marks)

Last June, my elder daughter Sylvie, finished kindergarten at the school near our home
in Bethlehem, USA. If my wife Theresa, and | have our way, Sylvie will graduate from
the same school. | am eyeing Sylvie's graduation because | want this to be her only
school and Bethlehem to be her hometown. Both goals — first one a school, the second
a hometown- eluded me. My father was in the army, and | attended numerous schools.
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Our transient lifestyle offered a grand upbringing, but it came at a cost. Of all those
people | befriended on the run, for instance, | maintained contact with exactly one. I'm
generally from everywhere and exactly from nowhere.

| want Sylvie and her two year old sister Linnea, to have that hometown that | missed. It
would be a place they know intimately, care about, return to with a thrill. So when
Theresa took a teaching post in Bethlehem, we moved to Chicago and decided to settle
down here. That was almost six years ago, and the transition was rough. We did not like
the paucity of movie houses, used book- stores and great restaurants. We found
instead, cheap shopping malls and cornfields being transformed into faceless suburbs.
It was hard to imagine blossoming in such a place. We began to seek out the good
things in Bethlehem, of which, we discovered, there were many. In short order we
turned up at the children’s corner of the public library, a number of parks and the folk
music club that draws top performers to a venue no bigger than our living room.

Where we found good places, we found good people. Slowly their numbers increased.
Soon we discovered we had knit together a circle of dear friends. As our friendship
strengthened, so, too did an unspoken belief that we would be here for each other over
the long haul. We'd watch each other’s children grow up; offer them a hand where we
could, support each other through the joys and travails of parenthood.

There is a yearly party, a joint sale and more potluck dinners that | can count. We've
celebrated both of Linnea’s birthdays with a bash on our front lawn. On Saturday
mornings when many of us converge downtown, the shopkeepers greet me and my
children by name, and hand out goodies. To the old-timers here, all this might be
unremarkable. But to the vagabond like me, this acceptance is heartwarming,
nourishing and ultimately sustaining. So why resist its pull? Because it's a mistake to
take for granted a good community, or to assume we’d be lucky enough to find one
somewhere else. In the end, good and lasting community arises from a commitment
than staying put.

I.  Complete the summary given below by filling in the blanks with one word:
(1x5=5)
The author decided to stay put at Bethlehem as he wanted it to be his (a)

hometown. Though upset about the lack of (b) , he and his wife started to

seek out the good things there. Soon a strong bond developed between them and their

(c) . He resisted his (d) to move to greener pastures. He also
(e) that only with commitment can a lasting community arise.
ll. Complete the following sentences: (1x3=3)

a) The author could not refer to any place as his hometown

b) The author had contact with only one friend

c) The passage ends with the realization that lasting community arises




Q2. Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow: ( 12 marks)

Corruption, terrorism, communism, greed for power and wealth, casteism, pollution and

the list of ailments that affect modern society continues. More than half the population of
India is below the age group of 25 and the future of the country depends upon them.
The future of the country will only be bright if youngsters are equipped to deal with the
above mentioned ailments. This is where the role of moral education comes in.

A child is a storehouse of potential and it is important to nurture and develop their
attributes at a very young age itself. Since the child spends much of the time in school,
the curriculum in school should be such that, it should enable children to understand,
care and practice ethical values like respect justice and civic sense. Education should
not be imparted with the sole aim of producing doctors and engineers, but to develop a
sense of rights and duties as well as moral values like honesty, responsibility and
respect for others. Honest and upright citizens are needed for the progress of the
country.

Moral education should be directed towards enhancing a child’s ability to critically
analyse situations, make decisions, empathise with people and work in cooperation
towards a common goal. Thus, the intellectual, moral and ethical development of a child
is the focus of moral education.

Often regarded as a means of direct instruction to students, schools are very influential
in the character development of a child. Hence it is true that a child gets a strong moral
foundation at school. The methods of education affect the development of morally
upright citizens who can bring about the much needed change in the country.

Youth today are living in a condition where they have to face a lot of problems like drug
abuse, violent behavior, theft and family issues. If they are not taught morals, they
would fail to distinguish between good and bad values. Hence they would be incapable
in dealing with different types of issues. A sound moral base would help a child make
the right decisions, especially in an era where the youth is increasingly coming under
the negative influence of the media.

Schools in India have introduced moral education as a part of their curriculum because
they realize that morally sound citizens are the need of the hour. It is teachers who help
students develop their character and values, very early in their life. Since most children
look up to their teachers as role models, it is most appropriate that they be the
facilitators of moral values.

Thus schools should focus more on the personality development of the children while
selecting methods and activities that impart moral education to students since it is one
of the most important responsibilities of a school. Schools should take the initiative to
mould children into better human beings so that they can make the world a better place
to live in.

I. On the basis of your reading answer the following questions briefly: (2x4=8
marks)

a) What are the different qualities that a school should inculcate in its students?
b) Name the various problems faced by the youth of today?




c) Intoday’s world, why is it necessary for a child to have a sound moral base?
d) Explain the importance of a teacher in the moral development of a child?

Il. Find the words from the passage which mean the same as the following:

(1x4=4 marks)
a) illness (Para 1)

b) share the feelings of another (Para 3)
¢) honourable and honest (Para 2)

d) a person who makes an action or process easy (Para 6)

Section B- (Writing & Grammar) [30 marks]
Q3.You are Ansh/Anshu of Villa 15, Alipur Road, Delhi. Write a letter to the Muncipal
Commissioner about the insanitary conditions of your locality. (1x8=8marks)

Q4. A strange hideous noise woke me up from my sleep. | sat straight up in bed,
shaking all over from head to toe. “What's that?” | wondered. My heart was beating
so fast that | thought it might jump out of my chest. All of a sudden something
pouncedonme.............. Complete the story in 200-250 words.  (1x10=10marks)

Q5. . Fill in the blanks with the most suitable option given below:
(1/2x8=4marks)

Corals are tiny marine invertebrates usually living (a) a
colony. The organisms which are known (b) polyps, consist
of a jelly-like body surrounded (c) a skeleton. As a colony produces new
polyps, the older ones die (d) new layers build up
(e) the dead skeleton. The shapes, sizes and structures of
() coral colonies vary enormously. The extensive accumulations
(9) called coral reefs. There are at least eight hundred species,
(h) one producing a distinct colony.
a) i)in i) for

iii)of iv) about
b) i) by ii) of

iii) as iv) in
c) i)on i) by

iii) of iv) for
d) i)so i) and

tit) therefore iv) because



e) i)in i) on

i) under iv) of
f) i) these ii) but
iii) however iv) both
g) i)is ii) are
iii) were iv) was
h) i) each i) every
iii) all iv) some
Q6. Identify the errors in the given passage and correct it: [1/2x8=4 Marks]
Error Correction
a) Everyone have a mental picture have has

of a volcano. On appearance it

looks like a cone shape mountain.

but in top of the cone is rather

flat but hollow. This is the

crater, the mouth in the volcano.

The volcano are formed by molten rock

coming with below the earth’s crust

This is calls lava.

. Rearrange the words and phrases to form meaningful sentences.

[1x4=4 marks]
(a) of nature’s / small creatures/ are/ the/ most fascinating/ spiders

(b) of spiders/ are found/ several/ hundred species/ in India.
(c) most/ often shy/ and / short sighted/ they are

(d) are quick/ too close/ when / we come/ they / to get away

Section C: Literature [30 Marks]

Q8. Read the given extracts and answer any one with reference to the context:

[1x4= 4marks)

/) “For he seemed to me again like a king
Like a king in exile, uncrowned in the underworld
Now due to be crowned again”




a) Who does ‘he’ refer in the above lines?

b) Why does the poet call him a ‘king in exile’?

c) Why does the poet say that he is ‘due to be crowned again’?
d) Name the poem from which the above lines have been taken.

OR

I1) “Thank you! | am not sure how it happened, but thanks. You saved my life Let’s

»o»

meet up soon.”.

a) Who says the above lines?

b) Who does ‘you’ refer to?

c) How was his life saved?

d) Are the incidents narrated true?

Q9. Answer the following questions in 30- 40 words: (2 x4 = 8 marks)
a) Bring out the irony in the title of the play ‘The Dear Departed’
b) How did Marcus Decius convince Ceasar to go to the senate?
c) How had Sebastian Shultz entered the games?

d) How does the mariner express the fact that the ship was completely surrounded
by icebergs?

Q10.Answer the question given below in 100 words. (1x8= 8marks)
a) Why was Antony’s speech more powerful when compared to the speech of Brutus

that it stirred Rome into a civil strife?
OR

b) Do you think that Patol Babu is a true artist? Justify.
Q11. Answer any one of the following questions in 200-250 words:

(1x10=10 marks)
a)‘Throw light on the main theme of Anne’s Diary?.

OR

b) From your reading of The Diary of a Young Girl give an account of the various
problems faced by people living in the annexe.
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