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COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS

SYLLABUS

NOTE : There shall be two question papers — Paper-II and Paper-

III. Paper-II will cover 50 objective type questions (multiple-
choice, matching type, sequencing type and assertion-
reasoning type) carrying 100 marks. Paper-III shall have four
sections. Section I will have five questions of 5 marks each
and Section II will have fifteen questions of 5 marks each.
Section III will have five questions of 12 marks each and
Section IV will have one question of 40 marks.

Questions of Section 1 and Section II are compulsory for all
candidates and questions of Section III and Section IV will be
pertaining to the particular specialization/ religion.

UNIT I : NATURE AND SCOPE OF RELIGION

Concept of Religion
Significance of and Approaches to the Study of Religions (Historical,
Anthropological, Sociological, Philosophical, Phenomenological so on)
Founders and Propounders of Religions
Major Scriptures (Veda-s, Jaina Agama-s, Tripitake, Bible, Quran, Guru
Granth Saheb, Avesta etc.)
Individual and Social Aspects of Religion
Harmony of Religions and Interfaith Dialogue
Modern Challenges to Religions (Materialism, Rationalism, Agnosticism,
Atheism and so on)
Some basic concepts common to most of the Tribal Religions-
1) Unified concept encompassing the whole universe and all
grades of existence,
1) The ideas behind in various primitive societies:-
Manaism, Totemism, Tabooism, Animism, Magic, etc.
Manifestations of Tribal Religions in individual and social life of
Adivasi People.

UNIT 11 : MAJOR RELIGIONS : COMMON ASPECTS AND THEMES
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Concept of Universe and Ultimate Reality
Theories of Karma, Retribution and Salvation
Codes of Ethical Conduct (Monks and Laity)
Compassion, Non-violence, Peace and Harmony
Social Justice and Human Rights

Prayer, Meditation and Mysticism

Attitude towards Women

Heritage and Culture

Worship and Rituals

Religion and Science in Dialogue



UNIT 111 : HINDUISM
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Nature of Vedic Religion and Culture

Vedic Literature - Samhita-s, Brahmana-s, Aranyak-s, Upanisad-s

Saivism, Vaisnavism, Shaktism, Tantraism, etc.

Six Systems of Hindu Philosophy — Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaisesika,
Mimamsa and Vedanta.

Epics (Ramayana, Mahabharata) and Purana-s

Bhakti and Reform Movements of the Medieval Period.

Modern Reform Movements (Brahmdsamaja, Aryasamaja, Ramakrishna
Mission, etc.)

UNIT IV : JAINISM
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Sramana Culture and Tirthankara Tradition (Rsabhadeva to Mahavira)
Main Sects of Jainism — Digambara and Svetambara

Prakrit Agama Literature and Prominent Acaryas

Basic Doctrines, Principles and Philosophy

Contribution to Arts and Architecture

Social Aspects of Jainism

Contemporary Developments of Jainism.

UNIT V : BUDDHISM
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Background, Life and Teachings of Gautama Buddha
Pali Tipitaka Literature and Mahayana Surtra-s

Main Sects — Theravada, Mahayana, etc.

Basic Doctrines, Principles and Philosophy
Contribution to Arts and Architecture

Expansion of Buddhism Outside India

Social Aspects and Revival of Buddhism

UNIT VI : CHRISTIANITY
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The Life and Message of Jesus Christ and the Beginnings of Christianity
Old Testament and New Testament Scriptures and the Question of
Interpretation

Main Christian Churches (Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant)

Important Beliefs and Teachings of Christianity

Christian Worship, Rituals and Mysticism

History of Christianity in India

Contemporary Trends in Christian Theology



UNIT VII : ISLAM
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Life of Prophet Mohammed and Basic Teachings of the Quran

The Establishment of the Islamic Community and the Medinian state
Development of the Islamic Civilization under Abbasids

International Trade and Foreign Relations in Medieval Period

The Contribution of Medieval Islam to Rational Sciences, Philosophy and
Fine Arts

Development of Sufism and its Impact on the Muslim Society

Challenges of Modernity and The Reform Movements among Muslims in
India

UNIT VIII : SIKHISM
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Life and Teachings of Guru Nanak

Development of Sikh Tradition under the Ten Gurus
Sikh Scriptures (Adi Granth and Dasam Granth)
Basic Doctrines, Beliefs and Code of Conduct
Major Impact of Sikhism on the Society

Sikh Sects and Gurdwara Reform Movement
Sikhism in Diaspora

fuer - oAt &1 golarcHs e
- UleadpA H &I geAud &l - yea U Il derm
uee U I | ueausl 11 H 50 wglaeeedlr ued
(@gpedi <@gy, JATd <ersd, HHA cTSU T
PHeTe—hII0T eI8U) &iol, fSTeles 100 3ick &or | ueeausr 111
H O s 8Tl Js I A 5 — 5 3BT D Uig Ued
Td s I H 5 — 5 3kl B Uems U a0T | goeausr Il
T A 12 — 12 3Bl & Uig U T JAs IV H
40 3idmlI HN TWH U &TlI I aredl ueeus 11 wa I
JeNid Upu & 3gAR IeC Sl | geaas 1l &
Fs I Tad 11 & ueed JHeft & foru siferart gy germ s
M Td IV & Ul bl udemeff fRft egof & 9w

eI B IFAR B2 AhAT & |



Ui b A

‘eTHl BT goTellcHD I’

sb1s | - e3f &1 Sam»u vd &=

(37) e w1 T@HU

@) g3 w1 wafera 3T ARSI Uet

@) agaaf & reE=a o et - Ofas™e, Areasms, JraSis,
arefferes wa forvuer gite )

&) aaAf & verues WA UaHd

) ugH gHger @, o 3morH, Biftes, agas, g vd
BT ATfE)
() gAf B ggRr FAerd g uRaRe Jde
@ gt T snges geafasl - Afdeae, ghgae, Jorwas,
3felledzdrie Td 37T
@) siferepier snfea adAl Bt Biaaa gleradl ATATT  3TALRUMTE—
@1) Jegol faeg 3w Radas ffsesr a3t A smalRs
S[STd bl 3TLIon
@) Tafdresr 3nfed JHAGH #F Npa afde RER-#ATET, <,
ey, Ademdl Sftaedar ;ufeifdsseg, Siigersy anfe |

(3T) 3mfcar=t o B AKIeId Td ATHATGIR Sildel U 3MTeH &
BT UhIhoT |



s |l - uFs gdAl & AATGUST T giesmior

(31) faeazasyu wd uwrerATT

(31 HHRAgIeT, PwAuRurs dem Hirt
() smafear & ferae (Mg vd e Sitae)
&) w>on, EAT, enfed vwd Agaa
@) FTATSTr =T Ud ATSaTRR
(>) urefar, e SR ST

©) 1 B ufd gRediv

@) usaRe RerEd Td Tty

(3) et ©wd Tasieord Jde

(@) ot wd enfifes wsimros

woord Il - faeg et

(a1) AR e S el @ vy

(@m) AR Ifecy - AfEar, omgor, 3Rvaews, 3uferug

@ 9Sa &HA9, Jw@@ FHd, aEd AT IR dJeddiE

@) Teeg cofar o5 usarelfers uzeu=r — JBT, =Nor1, ==, AW,
HATAT AR AT

(3) FASTHIST — RIEAIUT T FHSTHRA) eI gRroT

() FAeT JoT B Al 3T JIR T TcTa
@ amgles JYor B FAR IMMeeloiel -  S@IIHATS,  SRI-HA&ATG,

JAHARWT THerT 31T |



zbie V- S gt

(31) 2rAYUT ATpid 3T defbr Ureu=T - KW A HEHRT ddb
(31T) ST e & UHT JHUSTT — fdordar Ud oddreaR

(3) UTpd 3MMOTH ATEeT derl YR 3mard Ud oIl

@) sneReg Rigre, frrd wd gofa

(3) weT TA FRIMUT Bl AoTeTel

(35) ST &3t BT ATATISIG U&T

@) ST eH BT ATATHRIG T |

spls V- dleg gl

(31) At e 9 grou ST SNdH gm @ Sitaer e frend

(3) wifer faftess wfeey 3w sremmen wnfder

(3) Mg g3 B UFH AU — AAlE, HBAE, 3

@) smareag Rrgred, e vd gefa

(3) AT WA TRAMIT Bl AVoTeTel

() R B &I dleg oH BT AR

@) deg erdd BT ATHTTSTP Uel T YeTSeelrel

B V- A ersf

(31) ST F=fie @1 ofae derm Rieny ST SHTE esf @ weEer
(B SATE g P ydideara Ud Sdfdene deIr Iad! SATSATC
@) ugs sAE T - Peiferes, amelferery wd dieRve

@ ERZIE) era B Hacayor Raegred wd fo181TT0




(3) SATS Yo, i HBHBIUS T EIIdE
() sa H A8 ogdH b1 sfasr
@ g afdHe Reaa RrRicon) & JaATdRe gt

gors VIl - s ot

(37) VoreaR HedHAC ATed BT oifdel del RRIe Bl U fremu

(31T) FRTTH JTHSTT Bt FLAMUaT 3R AT IS

@) st Raciisa & 3tedola HRoA AsTar &1 s

) HeT YoT I IeAERT =MUR 3 Reft Fewea

(3) FAeTmTCN TXATH o &1 difegss fasTer, gofa gen afera werrsit & Forere

() Jwlare &1 JFIerT 3R 3JABRT ROA AHIT UT gATd
(@ srgfres ®wrer ast gefadl 3R JUR 3iEiclead — HARAT HRSTH B Acgef

sbre VI - B et

(37) > ATelbad BT Sitael e T9187To

(31) & P33T B gRT ™[H Uy b1 fawmr=

@) R ueer & enfdis ey - amifcareer (gSareer ATES) 3T TQTH <

@) R ueear & yam Rigred, forgs sfiw 3&@q dAAfer

(@) R Ueer ol AATST U UIHH UHTT
() ™I JUIT 3R IPSgRT J=R 3T Ietel
@) faeet & R



SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Paper - 11

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS
eTHT BT JolellcHd STeTTel

1) This is a Vedic Samhita
(A) Aitraya Brahman
(B) Brahdaranyak
(C) Kenopanishad
(D)  Atharvaved

Je dfes <dAfear & -
(A) UaRT g
(B) dscRvIsh
(C) deruterug

~

(D) 3terdae

2. The Founder of Jainism was
(A) Rshabhdev
(B) Nemi Nath
(C) Mahaveer
(D) Parsva Nath

Sfel efH B HATNUs I —
(A) RuscT
(B) <afdeTer
(C) ardb
(D) uredetrer

3. The place where Gautama Buddha was born is
(A) Saratthi
(B) Kapilavatthu
(C) Rajagaha
(D) Lumbini

SIEl sidd Jgeog Ual §J d8& AT & —
(A) ATacei
(B) <piuctacy
(C) oot

(D) grew=ft



This Apostle of Jesus Christ came to India
(A)  St. Peter

(B) St. John
(C)  St. Thomas
(D)  St. Paul

AT FAHET BT J& U ARG H uarRref 3m=am -
(A) Ave diex

(B) JAve Siter

(C) Ave oITHA

(D) JAve dia
Sahih Bukhari is:

(A) Collection of Pre-Islamic Arabian ades

(B)  Collection of the Exegesis of the Qurian

(C)  Collection of Jurisdic decisions

(D)  Collection of the Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad.

TEE IR B -
(A) Ud szarifdHes sRfas ua Jars
(B) wmRTer @t ST T T
(C) =urera ferofei @1 JAare
(D) TorF=

A Sikh has faith in

1) God

2) Guru Granth Sahib
3) Avatar

4) Idol worship

A) 1 and 2 are correct
B) 1 and 3 are correct
@) 2 and 3 are correct
D) 1 and 4 are correct

15 ge @1 Uz faear wwar & -
1) ZBoeaz

2) 9> oreer Al

3) 3faar

4)  Jfd ger
(A) 1w@a 2
B) 1wa 3
(C) 2wd 3
D) 1wa 4



Paper - 111

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS
AT BT golellcHds 3TeTTel

Section |

It requires the candidates to write a critique of a given paragraph or stanza from a
book on religious phenomena as such. Five carefully considered specific
questions will be set from the given paragraph. Each question shall carry five
marks and is to be answered in about thirty words.
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TRl F g 3 & B I afdes geaes U REmemr i Ry
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3rgfeese Al UE A AKfeard @A oA dula Uedl HI IR
3iferbad 30 oIl # o1 U ueel uiag 3icbl &r B

Section 11

Fifteen questions may be asked across the syllabus. The questions will be
definitional or seeking particular information and are to be answered in up to 30
words each. Each question will carry 5 marks (15 x 5 = 75 marks). There is to be
no internal choice.
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TeriRa ulegsd & J 15 U UB Sl | I U URHTST 3R
JaATcHDB Bl I Fald Icd2 f&TwaA 30 oral A formem
U U 5 3ihl bl SO ST U9l H his 3MMedliseh fddbed
&l &ror |

Sample Questions :

Question 1~ Write the names of elements according to Sankhya Philosophy.

ATET ofa & IFAR dcdl B ATHI BT 3ol BITSIT |

Question 2 Write name of twelve Prakrit Agam texts.
MTdhd 3TETH Jeell & dRe «H faRau |

Question3  Write the last message of the Buddha as given in the
Mahaparinibbansutta.

FAeaRicmerga & Toifga ol gg & 3ifdsd JAsaer
Ao |

Question 4  What are the main ideas of the Sermon on the Mount ?
UErsl ur AT ARAlE gRI uUed 3Iucell & U faarR
F=IT 8P



Question 5 Why did Prophet Muhammad migrated from Macca to Medina ?
YoraaR AledHe HATed HRBI A FleT <RI Iy ?

Question 6  Write the Names the Panch Pyara of Guru Govind Singh.
qS olifides Rig & Ua=Rr & &bl i faRau |

Section 111

Five extended answer based on analytical/evaluative questions are to be asked on
the major specializations, namely Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Christianity,
Islam and Sikhism. Questions will be asked on all major specializations and the
candidates may be asked to choose one specialisation and answer the five
questions. There is to be no internal choice. Each question will be answered in up
to 200 words and shall carry 12 marks (5 x 12 = 60 marks).

Zfos— [1I

UHH gfde et - fBeg g, o9 g, dig gd, SIE s,
TATH gH Td R gat J Ul ued U SIYdl, Sl IRSEITcHE
derr  faeciuulicHes &l 1 gdtemreff 3raa dbieuss U9y enfdes
UIFOT &b 5 Ul bl 3cdT SO Seld his 3MTedisch [debed =l
BIOMI S Ul &b Icd? 3MTUhdd 200 9Tl & <ol 281 Udb
Uy9el 12 3iehl bl Bl |

Sample Questions :

Question I  Write doctrines of Yoga in brief.

Joteetar b Rigreal oo Jgiu H feRkau |

Question 2 Write the concept of Non-voilence according to Jainism.

Siel e B IFAR IEAT BT Fa>u falRau |

Question 3  Explain the contents of the Dhammchakka pavattan Sutta.

STFHRPUdTS] Fd bl TdUIaEg @l SATBAT BIHGIT |
Question4 What are the major divisions that happened in the history of

Christainity ?

A8 gd B sfaera F gu ey eoie @=m ¥ o

Question 5 Give a brief account of the conquests during the Caliphate of Hazrat

Umar.
&old 3IFAT bl Raaba b qRiA 3Iaar ko=t T
farazor AfSE |

Question 6  Clarify what you mean by Miri Piri in Sikhism.
=T "eer F A U BT g gt 2 2 O St |



Section IV

Essay writing — One question with internal choice on general themes and
contemporary, theoretical or of disciplinary relevance may be given. The
candidate would write up to 1000 words. The question shall carry 40 marks.
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Cigeer el — U alfdes UeURT A UH-US U  3STediReh
hea & I Gem oR=en, & ggs fararr, Rieea s
amgferss  Ased A Fad semI uedel AT Uh i uredRT
B YT B oAb IABI IcdT cIOTHIT 1000 oIl H forageer &
>U H TAHSM| A& UeeA 40 3ihi bl BNl |

Sample Questions :

Question 1 ~ Write an essay on Arya Samaj.
3t JAATST UR UHh feraesr oo |
OR (3feran)
Write an essay on major principles of Jainism.

Siel e B UHH RA@redl uR Uk formey falRaw |

OR (31era)
Write an essay on the origin and development of the Sunyavad
theory.
anrrgﬁﬁ?@c—cra%a—cgamsﬁ?%aﬂﬂwgas%a—ca
faRsre |

OR (312ran)
Write an essay on the origin and development of Christianity in
India.
HRT H AT oH P 3gHd 3R e o= uw forges
Ao |

OR (372rar)
Write an essay on the development of rational sciences in Muslim
Society under Abbasids.

TERA-BA H FRAA JAHST H dlifeged sl &
BT & FHur Uh forger fafREw |

OR (372rar)
Write an essay on the concept of Guru in Sikhism.

R Usr & 9IS &I IAYURUNT U UH fordgeer faiRauw |
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