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SYLLABUS 

NOTE : There shall be two question papers – Paper-II and Paper- 
III. Paper-II will cover 50 objective type questions (multiple-
choice, matching type, sequencing type and assertion-
reasoning type) carrying 100 marks. Paper-III shall have four 
sections. Section I will have five questions of 5 marks each 
and Section II will have fifteen questions of 5 marks each. 
Section III will have five questions of 12 marks each and 
Section IV will have one question of 40 marks. 

Questions of Section 1 and Section II are compulsory for all 
candidates and questions of Section III and Section IV will be 
pertaining to the particular specialization/ religion. 

UNIT I : NATURE AND SCOPE OF RELIGION
a. Concept of Religion 
b. Significance of and Approaches to the Study of Religions (Historical, 

Anthropological, Sociological, Philosophical, Phenomenological so on) 
c. Founders and Propounders of Religions 
d. Major Scriptures (Veda-s, Jaina Agama-s,Tripitake, Bible, Quran, Guru 

Granth Saheb, Avesta etc.) 
e. Individual and Social Aspects of Religion 
f. Harmony of Religions and Interfaith Dialogue 
g. Modern Challenges to Religions (Materialism, Rationalism, Agnosticism, 

Atheism and so on) 
 h.  Some basic concepts common to most of the Tribal Religions- 

i) Unified concept encompassing the whole universe and all 
grades of existence, 

ii) The ideas behind in various primitive societies:-   
Manaism, Totemism, Tabooism, Animism, Magic, etc.  

i. Manifestations of Tribal Religions in individual and social life of 
Adivasi People. 

UNIT II : MAJOR RELIGIONS : COMMON ASPECTS AND THEMES
a. Concept of Universe and Ultimate Reality 
b. Theories of Karma, Retribution and Salvation 
c. Codes of Ethical Conduct (Monks and Laity) 
d. Compassion, Non-violence, Peace and Harmony 
e. Social Justice and Human Rights 
f. Prayer, Meditation and Mysticism 
g. Attitude towards Women 
h. Heritage and Culture 
i.        Worship and Rituals 
j.        Religion and Science in Dialogue 



 
 
 
UNIT III : HINDUISM  
 
a. Nature of Vedic Religion and Culture 
b. Vedic Literature - Samhitā-s, Brahmana-s, Āranyak-s, Upanisad-s 
c. Saivism, Vaisnavism, Shaktism, Tantraism, etc. 
d. Six Systems of Hindu Philosophy – Sankhya, Yoga, Nyaya, Vaiseśika, 

Mimamsa and Vedanta. 
e. Epics  (Ramāyana, Mahabharata) and Purana-s 
f. Bhakti and Reform Movements of the Medieval Period. 
g. Modern Reform Movements (Brahmōsamaja, Aryāsamaja, Ramakrishna 

Mission, etc.) 
 

UNIT IV : JAINISM  
 
a. Sramana Culture and Tirthankara Tradition (Rsabhadeva to Mahāvira) 
b. Main Sects of Jainism – Digambara and Svetambara 
c. Prakrit Agama Literature and Prominent Ācāryas 
d. Basic Doctrines, Principles and Philosophy 
e. Contribution to Arts and Architecture 
f. Social Aspects of Jainism 
g. Contemporary Developments of Jainism. 
 

UNIT V : BUDDHISM 
 
a. Background, Life and Teachings of Gautama Buddha 
b. Pali Tipitaka Literature and Mahayana Surtra-s 
c. Main Sects – Theravāda, Mahāyāna, etc. 
d. Basic Doctrines, Principles and Philosophy 
e. Contribution to Arts and Architecture 
f. Expansion of Buddhism Outside India 
g. Social Aspects and Revival of Buddhism 
 

UNIT VI : CHRISTIANITY 
 
a. The Life and Message of Jesus Christ and the Beginnings of Christianity 
b. Old Testament and New Testament Scriptures and the Question of 

Interpretation 
c. Main Christian Churches (Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant) 
d. Important Beliefs and Teachings of Christianity 
e. Christian Worship, Rituals and Mysticism 
f. History of Christianity in India 
g. Contemporary Trends in Christian Theology 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UNIT VII : ISLAM 
 
a. Life of Prophet Mohammed and Basic Teachings of the Quran 
b. The Establishment of the Islamic Community and the Medinian state 
c. Development of the Islamic Civilization under Abbasids 
d. International Trade and Foreign Relations in Medieval Period  
e. The Contribution of Medieval Islam to Rational Sciences, Philosophy and 

Fine Arts 
f. Development of Sufism and its Impact on the Muslim Society 
g. Challenges of Modernity and The Reform Movements among Muslims in 

India 
 

UNIT VIII : SIKHISM 
 
a. Life and Teachings of Guru Nanak 
b. Development of Sikh Tradition under the Ten Gurus 
c. Sikh Scriptures (Adi Granth and Dasam Granth) 
d. Basic Doctrines, Beliefs and Code of Conduct 
e. Major Impact of Sikhism on the Society 
f. Sikh Sects and Gurdwara Reform Movement 
g. Sikhism in Diaspora 
 
 

 
fo"k; & /keksZa dk rqyukRed v/;;u 

 

uksV   & ikB~;dze esa nks iz’ui= gksaxs & iz’u i= II rFkk        

iz’u i= III A  iz’ui= II esa 50 cgqfodYih; iz’u 

¼cgqfodYih; Vkbi] lqesfyr Vkbi] dze Vkbi ,oa 

dFku&dkj.k Vkbi½ gksaxs] ftuds 100 vad gksaxsA iz’ui= III 

esa pkj [kaM gksaxsA  [kaM I esa 5 & 5 vadks ds ikWap iz’u 

,oa [kaM II  esa 5 & 5 vadks ds iUnzg iz’u gkszxsA iz’ui= III 

[kaM III esa  12 & 12 vadks ds ikWap iz’u ,oa [kaM IV  esa 

40 vadks dk ,d iz’u gksxA ;s nksuksa iz’ui= II ,oa III  

la’kksf/kr izk:i ds vuqlkj cuk, tk;saxsA  iz’ui= III  ds 

[kaM I ,oa II  ds iz’u lHkh ds fy, vfuok;Z gksaxs rFkk [kaM 

III  ,oa IV ds iz’uksa dks ijh{kkFkhZ fdlh /keZ ds fo’ks"k 

v/;;u ds vuqlkj dj ldrk gSA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

ikB~;dze  

^/keksZa dk rqyukRed v/;;u*  

bdkbZ I & /keZ dk Lo:i ,oa {ks= 

¼v½ /keZ dk Lo:i  

¼vk½ /keZ dk O;fDÙkxr vkSj lkekftd i{k  

¼b½ /keksaZ ds v/;;u dh fof/k;kWa & ¼,sfrgkfld]ekuo’kkL=] lkekftd] 

nk’kZfud ,oa fujis{k n`f"V ls½  

¼bZ½ /keksaZ ds laLFkkid ,oa izoÙkZd  

¼m½ izeq[k /keZxzUFk ¼osn] tSu vkxe] f=fiVd] ckbcy] dqjku ,oa 

xq#xzUFk lkfgc½  

¼Å½ /keksaZ dk ijLij lkSgknZ rFkk ikjLifjd laokn  

¼,½ /keksaZ dh vk/kqfud pqukSfr;kWa & “kSfrdokn] cqf)okn] la’k;okn] 

vuh’ojokn ,oa vU; 

¼,s½ vf/kdka’k vkfne /keksZ dh dfr;; cqfu;knh lkekU; vo/kkj.kk,Wa& 

¼v½ lEiw.kZ fo’o vkSj vfLrrods fofHkUu Lrjksa esa vkUrfjd          

    tqMzko dh vo/kkj.kk  

     ¼c½ fofHkUu vkfne lektksa esa Lohd`r /kkfeZd fopkj&ekuk] VsVse] 

Vscq] loZO;kih thoUrrk (,fufeTe)] tknwxjh vkfnA 

       

¼vks½ vkfnoklh yksxks ds O;fDrxr ,oa lkekftd thou ij vkfne /keZ   

dk izdVhdj.kA 

  

 



 

bdkbZ II & izeq[k /keksZa ds lekui{k ,oa n`f"Vdks.k 

¼v½ fo’oLo:i ,oa ijelÙkk  

¼vk½ deZfl)kUr] deZifjikd rFkk eqfDr  

¼b½ vkpkjlafgrk ds fu;e ¼lk/kq ,oa x`gLFk thou½  

¼bZ½ d#.kk] vfgalk] 'kkfUr ,oa ln~Hkko  

¼m½ lkekftd U;k; ,oa ekuokf/kdkj  

¼Å½ izkFkZuk] /;ku vkSj v/;kRe  

¼,½ ukjh ds izfr n`f"Vdks.k  

¼,s½ ikjEifjd fojklr ,oa laLd`fr  

¼vks½ /keZ ,oa foKkuxr laokn  

¼vkS½ iwtk ,oa /kkfeZd deZdk.M  

bdkbZ III & fgUnw /keZ 

¼v½ oSfnd /keZ vkSj laLd`fr dk Lo#i  

¼vk½ oSfnd lkfgR; & lafgrk] czkã.k] vkj.;d] mifu"kn~  

¼b½ 'kSo er] oS".ko er] 'kkDr er vkSj rU=okn 

¼bZ½ fgUnw n’kZu dh "kM~nk’kZfud ijEijk & lka[;] ;ksx] U;k;] oS’ksf"kd] 

ehekalk vkSj osnkUr  

¼m½ egkdkO; & ¼jkek;.k vkSj egkHkkjr½ rFkk iqjk.k  

¼Å½ e/; ;qx ds HkfDr vkSj lq/kkj vkUnksyu  

¼,½ vk/kqfud ;qx ds lq/kkj vkUnksyu & czãlekt] vk;Z&lekt] 

jked`".k fe’ku vkfnA  

 

 



 

bdkbZ IV & tSu /keZ 

¼v½ Je.k laLd`fr vkSj rhFkZadj ijEijk & _"kHknso ls egkohj rd  

¼vk½ tSu /keZ ds izeq[k lEiznk; & fnxEcj ,oa 'osrkEcj  

¼b½ izkd`r vkxe lkfgR; rFkk izeq[k vkpk;Z ,oa ys[kd  

¼bZ½ vk/kkjHkwr fl)kUr] fu;e ,oa n’kZu  

¼m½ dyk ,oa LFkkiR; dks ;ksxnku  

¼Å½ tSu /keZ dk lkekftd i{k  

¼,½ tSu /keZ dk lelkef;d fodklA  

bdkbZ V & ckS) /keZ 

¼v½ ckS) /keZ dh i`"BHkwfe vkSj xkSre cq) dk thou rFkk f’k{kk,a  

¼vk½ ikfy frfiVd lkfgR; vkSj egk;kuh lkfgR;  

¼b½ ckS) /keZ ds izeq[k lEiznk; & Fksjokn] egk;ku] vkfn  

¼bZ½ vk/kkjHkwr fl)kUr] fu;e ,oa n’kZu  

¼m½ dyk ,oa LFkkiR; dks ;ksxnku  

¼Å½ Hkkjr ds ckgj ckS) /keZ dk foLrkj  

¼,½ ckS) /keZ dk lkekftd i{k ,oa iqu#RFkku  

bdkbZ VI & bZlkbZ /keZ 

¼v½ bZlk elhg dk thou rFkk f’k{kk,a vkSj bZlkbZ /keZ dk izkjEHk  

¼vk½ bZlkbZ /keZ ds iwoZfo/kku ,oa uofo/kku rFkk mudh O;k[;k,sa  

¼b½ izeq[k bZlkbZ ppZ & dSFkksfyd] vkFkksZMkDl ,oa izksVsLVs.V  

¼bZ½ bZlkbZ /keZ ds egRoiw.kZ fl)kUr ,oa f’k{kk,a 



 

¼m½ bZlkbZ iwtk] /kkfeZd deZdk.M ,oa jgL;okn  

¼Å½ Hkkjr esa bZlkbZ /keZ dk bfrgkl  

¼,½ bZlkbZ /kkfeZd fpUru ¼fFk;ksykWth½ dh lelkef;d izo`fÙk;kWa  

bdkbZ VII & bLyke /keZ 

¼v½ iSxEcj eqgEen lkgc dk thou rFkk d+qjku dh izeq[k f’k{kk,a  

¼vk½ eqfLye leqnk; dh LFkkiuk vkSj enhuk jkT;  

¼b½ vCcklh f[+kykQr ds vUrxZr eqfLye lH;rk dk fodkl  

¼bZ½ e/; ;qx esa vUrjkZ"Vªh; O;kikj vkSj fons’kh lEcU/k  

¼m½ e/;dkyhu bLyke /keZ dk ckSf)d foKku] n’kZu rFkk yfyr dykvksa dks ;ksxnku  

¼Å½ lwQhokn dk fodkl vkSj mldk eqfLye leqnk; ij izHkko  

¼,½ vk/kqfud dky dh pqukSfr;kWa vkSj lq/kkj vkUnksyu & Hkkjrh; eqfLye ds lUnHkZ esa  

bdkbZ VIII & fl[k /keZ 

¼v½ xq# ukudnso dk thou rFkk f’k{kk,a  

¼vk½ nl xq#vksa ds }kjk fl[k iUFk dk fodkl  

¼b½ fl[k iUFk ds /kkfeZd xzUFk & vkkfnxzUFk ¼xq#xzUFk lkgc½ vkSj n’ke xzUFk  

¼bZ½ fl[k iUFk ds izeq[k fl)kUr] fu;e vkSj jgr e;kZnk  

¼m½ fl[k iUFk dk lekt ij izeq[k izHkko  

¼Å½ fl[k lEiznk; vkSj xq#}kjk lq/kkj vkUnksyu  

¼,½ fons’kksa esa fl[k 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 
 

Paper - II 
 
 

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS 
/keksZa dk rqyukRed v/;;u 

 
 

1) This is a Vedic Samhita 
(A) Aitraya Brahman 
(B) Brahdaranyak 
(C) Kenopanishad 
(D) Atharvaved 

 
;g oSfnd lafgrk gS & 

(A) ,srjs; czká.k 

(B) c`gnkj.;d 

(C) dsuksifu"kn~ 

(D) vFkoZosn 

 

2. The Founder of Jainism was  
(A) Rshabhdev 
(B) Nemi Nath 
(C) Mahaveer 
(D) Parsva Nath 

 
tSu /keZ ds laLFkkid Fks & 

(A) _"kHknso  

(B) usfeukFk 

(C) egkohj 

(D) ik’oZukFk 

 
3. The place where Gautama Buddha was born is  

(A) Saratthi 
(B) Kapilavatthu 
(C) Rajagaha 
(D) Lumbini 

 
tgkWa xkSre cq) iSnk gq;s og LFkku gS & 

(A) lkoRFkh  

(B) dfiyoRFkq  

(C) jktxg 

(D) yqfEcuh  

 
 
 



 
 

4. This Apostle of Jesus Christ came to India   
(A) St. Peter 
(B) St. John 
(C) St. Thomas 
(D) St. Paul 

 
bZlk elhgk dk ;g iV~Vkf’k"; Hkkjr esa izpkjkFkZ vk;k & 

(A) ls.V ihVj 

(B) ls.V tkWu 

(C) ls.V FkkWel 

(D) ls.V ikWy 

 
5. Sahih Bukhari is: 

(A) Collection of Pre-Islamic Arabian ades 
(B) Collection of the Exegesis of the Qurian 
(C) Collection of Jurisdic decisions 
(D) Collection of the Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad. 

 
lghg cq[kkjh gS & 

(A) iwoZ bLrkfed vjfcu i| laxzg 

(B) dqjku dh O;k[;kvksa dk laxzg 

(C) U;k;xr fu.kZ;ksa dk laxzg  

(D) iSxEcj  

 

6. A Sikh has faith in  
1) God 
2) Guru Granth Sahib 
3) Avatar 
4) Idol worship 

 

A) 1 and 2 are correct 
B) 1 and 3 are correct 
C) 2 and 3 are correct 
D) 1 and 4 are correct 

 
fl[k bu nks ij fo’okl djrk gS & 

1) bZ’oj  

2) xq# xzUFk lkfgc 

3) vorkj  

4) ewfrZ iwtk 
 

(A) 1 ,oa 2  
(B) 1 ,oa 3 
(C) 2 ,oa 3 
(D) 1 ,oa 4  
 
 
 



 

 
Paper - III 

 
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF RELIGIONS 

/keksZa dk rqyukRed v/;;u 
 

Section I 
 
It requires the candidates to write a critique of a given paragraph or stanza from a 
book on religious phenomena as such.  Five carefully considered specific 
questions will be set from the given paragraph.  Each question shall carry five 
marks and is to be answered in about thirty words. 

 
[k.M& I 

 
ijh{kkfFkZ;ksa ls ;g vis{kk gS fd os /kkfeZd iqLrd ;k fopkj/kkjk ls fn;s 
x;s vuqPNsn vFkok i| dks vkykspukRed n`f"V ls i<sa+ vkSj ml 
vuqPNsn vFkok i| ls lEcfU/kr fn;s x;s ikWap iz’uksa dk mRrj 
vf/kdre 30 'kCnksa es fy[ksA  izR;sd iz’u ikWap vadksa dk gSA 

 

Section II 
 
Fifteen questions may be asked across the syllabus. The questions will be 
definitional or seeking particular information and are to be answered in up to 30 
words each. Each question will carry 5 marks (15 x 5 = 75 marks). There is to be 
no internal choice.  
 

[k.M& II 
 

fu/kkZfjr ikB~;dze esa ls 15 iz’u iwNs tk;saxsA ;s iz’u ifjHkk"kk vkSj 
lwpukRed gksaxs o buds mRrj vf/kdre 30 'kCnksa esa fy[kuk gSaA 
izR;sd iz’u 5 vadks dk gksxkA bu iz’uksa esa dksbZ vkUrkfjd fodYi 
ugha gksxkA 

 
Sample Questions : 
 
Question 1 Write the names of elements according to Sankhya Philosophy. 

Lkka[; n’kZu ds vuqlkj rRoksa ds ukeksa dk mYys[k dhft,A 

 
Question 2 Write name of twelve Prakrit Āgam texts. 

Izkkd`r vkxe xzUFkksa ds ckjg uke fyf[k,A 

 
Question 3 Write the last message of the Buddha as given in the 

Mahaparinibbansutta. 
egkifjfuCckulqÙk esa fufgr xkSre cq} ds vafre lUns’k 
fyf[k,A 

 
Question 4 What are the main ideas of the Sermon on the Mount ? 

igkM+h ij bZlk elhg }kjk iznÙk mins’kksa ds izeq[k fopkj 
D;k gSa\ 



 
 
Question 5 Why did Prophet Muhammad migrated from Macca to Medina ? 

iSxEcj ekSgEen lkgc eDdk ls enhuk D;ksa x;s\ 
 

Question 6 Write the Names the Panch Pyara of Guru Govind Singh. 
xq# xksfoUn flag ds iapI;kjk ds ukdksa dks fyf[k,A 

 
Section III 

 
Five extended answer based on analytical/evaluative questions are to be asked on 
the major specializations, namely Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, Christianity, 
Islam and Sikhism. Questions will be asked on all major specializations and the 
candidates may be asked to choose one specialisation and answer the five 
questions.  There is to be no internal choice.  Each question will be answered in up 
to 200 words and shall carry 12 marks (5 x 12 = 60 marks).  
 

[k.M& III 
 

izeq[k /kkfeZd ijEijk & fgUnw /keZ] tSu /keZ] ckS) /keZ] bZlkbZ /keZ] 
bLyke /keZ ,oa fl[k /keZ ls ikp iz’u iwNs tk;saxs] tks O;k[;kRed 
rFkk fo’ys"k.kkRed gksaxsA ijh{kkFkhZ vius oSdfYid fo’ks"k /kkfeZd 
ijEijk ds 5 iz’uksa dk mRrj nsxkA  buesa dksbZ vkUrfjd fodYi ugha 
gksxkA  bu iz’uksa ds mRrj vf/kdre 200 'kCnksa esa nsuk gSA  izR;sd 
iz’u 12 vadksa dk gksxkA 
 
Sample Questions : 
 
Question 1 Write doctrines of Yoga in brief.  

;ksxn’kZu ds fl)kUrksa dks la{ksi esa fyf[k,A  

 
Question 2 Write the concept of Non-voilence according to Jainism. 

tSu /keZ ds vuqlkj vfgalk dk Lo#i fyf[k,A  

 
Question 3 Explain the contents of the Dhammchakka pavattan Sutta.  

/kEepDdioÙku lqÙk dh fo"k;oLrq dh O;k[;k dhft,A 

 
Question 4 What are the major divisions that happened in the history of 

Christainity ? 
bZlkbZ /keZ ds bfrgkl esa gq, izeq[k foHkktu D;k gSa\ 
 

Question 5 Give a brief account of the conquests during the Caliphate of Hazrat 
Umar.  
gt+jr mej dh f[kykQ+r ds nkSjku mudh fot;ksa dk 
fooj.k nhft,A 

 
Question 6 Clarify what you mean by Miri Piri in Sikhism.  

fl[k iUFk esa ehjh ihjh dk D;k rkRi;Z gS\ Li"V dhft,A 

 
 
 



 
 

Section IV 
 
Essay writing – One question with internal choice on general themes and 
contemporary, theoretical or of disciplinary relevance may be given. The 
candidate would write up to 1000 words. The question shall carry 40 marks. 
 

[k.M& IV 
 
fucU/k ys[ku & izR;sd /kkfeZd ijEijk ls ,d&,d iz’u vkUrfjd 
fodYi ds lkFk fn;k tk;sxk] tks izeq[k fopkj/kkjk] fl)kUr vkSj 
vk/kqfud  lUnHkZ ls ;qDr gksxkA  ijh{kkFkhZ fdlh ,d /kkfeZd ijEijk 
ds iz’u dks pqudj mldk mRrj yxHkx 1000 'kCnksa esa fucU/k ds 

#i esa fy[ksxkA  ;g iz’u 40 vadksa dk gksxkA 
 
Sample Questions : 
 
Question 1 Write an essay on Arya Samaj. 

vk;Z lekt ij ,d fucU/k fyf[k,A 

OR  ¼vFkok½ 
   Write an essay on major principles of Jainism. 

tSu /keZ ds izeq[k fl)kUrksa ij ,d fucU/k fyf[k,A 

OR ¼vFkok½ 
Write an essay on the origin and development of the Sunyavad 
theory. 
'kwU;okn fl)kUr ds mn~Hko vkSj fodkl ij ,d fucU/k 
fyf[k,A 

OR¼vFkok½ 
Write an essay on the origin and development of Christianity in 
India. 
Hkkjr esa bZlkbZ /keZ ds mn~Hko vkSj fodkl ij ,d fucU/k 
fyf[k,A 

OR¼vFkok½ 
Write an essay on the development of rational sciences in Muslim 
Society under Abbasids. 
vCcklh&dky esa eqfLye leqnk; esa ckSf)d foKku ds 
fodkl ds Åij ,d fucU/k fyf[k,A 

OR¼vFkok½ 
Write an essay on the concept of Guru in Sikhism. 
fl[k iUFk esa xq# dh vo/kkj.kk ij ,d fucU/k fyf[k,A 
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