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 General Instructions: 

 i) The Question paper is divided into three sections:  
  Section A Reading   20 Marks 
  Section B Writing & Grammar  25 Marks 
 Section C Literature   25 Marks 
 ii) All questions are compulsory.  
 iii) You may attempt any section at a time.  
 iv) All questions of that particular section must be attempted in the correct order. 

       Section - A (Reading)         (20 marks) 

1.1 Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow in brief: 

Every panther differs from any other panther. Some panthers are very bold; others 
are very timid. Some are cunning to the degree of being uncanny; others appear 
quite foolish. Some panthers seem almost to possess a sixth sense, and act and 
behave as if they could read and anticipate one's very thought. Lastly, but quite 
rarely, comes the panther that attacks people, and more rarely still, the one that eats 
them. 
A man-eating beast is generally the outcome of some extraordinary circumstance. 
Maybe someone has wounded it, and it is unable henceforth to hunt its natural prey—
other animals—easily. Therefore, through necessity it begins to eat humans, because 
they offer an easy prey. Or perhaps a panther has eaten a dead human body which 
was originally buried in a too-shallow grave and later dug up by jackals or a bear. 
Once having tasted human flesh, the panther often takes a liking to it. Lastly, but very 
rarely indeed, it may have been the cub of a man-eating mother, who taught it the 
habit. 
Generally a panther is an inoffensive and quite harmless animal that is fearful of 
human beings and vanishes silently into the undergrowth at the sight or sound of 
them. When wounded, some show an extraordinary degree of ferocity and bravery. 
Others again are most cowardly and allow themselves to be followed up, or even 
chased like curs. 
If from a hill-top you could watch a panther stalking his prey, he would offer a most 
entertaining spectacle. You would see him taking advantage of every bush, of every 
tree-trunk, and of every stone behind which to take cover. He can flatten himself to 
the ground in an amazing fashion. 
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Answer the following questions in brief:                                                      (1x5=5) 
 a) In what way do two panthers differ from each other? 
 b) Give two reasons why a panther would become a man-eating beast. 
 c) What does a panther generally do at the sight of a human being? 
 d) How does a panther stalk his prey? 
 e) Find a word in the passage which means, ―not causing anger‖. 

1.2. Read the given passage about Gandhiji‘s childhood incident in his own words and 
then answer the questions that follow: 

 
A relative and I became fond of smoking. Not that we saw any good in smoking, or 
were fond of the smell of a cigarette. We simply imagined a sort or pleasure in 
emitting clouds of smoke from our mouths. My uncle had the habit, and when we saw 
him smoking, we thought we should copy, his example. But we had no money. So we 
began to collect stumps of cigarettes thrown away by my uncle. 
The stumps, however, were not always available and could not emit much smoke 
either. So we began to steal coins from the servant's pocket money in order to 
purchase Indian cigarettes. In the meantime we heard that the stalks of a certain 
plant were porous and could be smoked like cigarettes. We got them and began this 
kind of smoking. 
But we were far from being satisfied with such things as these. Our want of 
independence began to upset us. It was unbearable that we should be unable to do 
anything without the elders' permission. At last, in sheer disgust, we decided to 
commit suicide! 
How were we to do it? From where were we to get the poison? We heard that 
Dhatura seeds were an effective poison. Off we went to the jungle in search of these 
seeds, and got them, Evening was thought to be an auspicious hour. We went to 
Kedarjee Mandir, put ghee in the temple-lamp, had the darshan and then looked for a 
lonely corner. But our courage failed us. Supposing we were not instantly killed? And 
what was the good of killing ourselves? Why not  
rather put up with the lack of independence? But we swallowed two or three seeds 
nevertheless. 
We dared not take more. Both of us fought shy of death and decided to go to Ramji 
Mandir to compose ourselves, and to dismiss the thought of suicide. 
I realized that it was not as easy to commit suicide as to think about. 
The thought of suicide ultimately resulted in both of us bidding good-bye to the habit 
of smoking stumps of cigarettes and of stealing the servant's coppers for the purpose 
of smoking. 
Ever since I have been grown up, I have never desired to smoke and have always 
regarded the habit of smoking as barbarous, dirty and harmful. I have never 
understood why there is such a rage for smoking throughout the world. I cannot bear 
to travel in a compartment full of people smoking. I become choked. 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Answer the following questions in brief:                                     (1x5=5) 
a) Why did Gandhiji and his relative steal money? 
b) Why did they decide to commit suicide? 
c) What fear came to their mind when they decided to commit suicide? 
d) How did Gandhiji regard the habit of smoking as he grew up? 
e) Find a word in the passage which means, ―favorable‖. 

2. Read the passage carefully and on the basis of your study of the passage, answer 
the questions given below:  (OTBA) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
a) Chinese Martial Art forms like Karate and Kung-fu have evolved from India.  

Explain.            (5) 
b) Most of indigenous sports teach us many life skills. Elucidate.    (5) 

 
 

 

Section – B   (Writing and Grammar)              (25 marks) 

3. In recent times, you have noticed that tourism in India is declining. Write an article in  
about 100-120 words on reasons and solutions for the same. You can take hints from  
the following clues:            (5) 

- Increase in crime rate. 
 - Terrorism 

 - Lack of cleanliness 
 - Irresponsible behavior of citizens 
 - Incredible India Campaign        

4. Complete the following short story with a suitable title in about 150-200 words:(10) 
Deepak was a young man of twenty five. He was well educated and worked as a  
Manager in a mall. No one was pleased with him due to his bad temper and 

arrogance…   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5. Complete the following passage with one word in each blank:             (½x6=3) 

 Albert Einstein once said, ‗The only thing that interferes (a) ____ my learning is my  
education.‘ In most of the students creativity (b) ____ desire to do something new 
dies  
before they complete (c) _____ educational period. That is why we have a large 

number  
of engineers (d)_____ not inventors, and our so-called top universities and colleges 

do  
not make (e)____ to the list of ‗Top Educational Institutions‘ of the world. The 

unrelenting  
pressure of parents and competition, in this mad rat race to nowhere, (f)_____ the 

main  
cause of the unprecedented high suicide rate among students. 

6. Look at the following passage. There is one error in each line. Write the incorrect 

word and the correction against the correct blank numbers in your answer sheet.    (½x8=4) 
  Incorrect          Correct 

A statesmen is aware of the fact                       a)   _________           _________ 
that the development of a nation lies                b)   _________           _________ 
in the hands of the humans. That means          c)   _________           _________ 
the development of the human resource lead    d)  _________           _________ 
to the development of the nation or so              e)  _________           _________ 
a statesman think of the next generation           f)   _________           _________ 
as most of the human resource are                    g)  _________         _________ 
constituted of the youth.                                    h)  _________         _________ 

7.  Read the following conversation carefully and complete the following passage by 
filling in the blanks appropriately.                (1x3=3) 

Harsh :  Do you know that Darsh was hit by a two-wheeler yesterday? 
Vipin :  Oh no! how did it happen?  
Harsh :  He was hit by a car on his way back from school.  
Vipin :  Is he badly injured?  
Harsh : He is not seriously hurt but it is doubtful whether he will be able to  

participate in the inter-school competition next week.  

Harsh asked Vipin if he knew that a) ______ . Vipin was shocked and wanted to 
know  

b) _______. Harsh replied that he had been hit by a car on his way back from school.  
Vipin c)_____________. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

                 Section- C  (Literature Textbook and Long Reading Text)    ( 25 marks) 

 

8.  Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:       (3) 

“Bill, which of the tracts was it that snatched you from the primrose path?” 

a) Who is the speaker of the above line? 
b) What is the meaning of ‗primrose path‘? 
c) What had Bill done and why? 
      (OR) 
“You are like a child. I can’t trust you out of my sight. No sooner is my back turned  
than you get that little minx Marie to sell the silver salt-cellars.” 

a) Whom does ‗I‘ and ‗you‘ refer to? 
b) What is the meaning of the word ‗minx‘? 
c) Why does the speaker call ‗you‘ a child? 

9. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words each:        (4x2=8) 

 a) ―The poem ‗Song of the Rain‘ ends with a kind of blessing to all.‖ Elucidate. 
 b) ―The squad listened in a cowed, horrified kind of silence.‖ Why was the  

squad horrified? (The Man Who Knew Too Much) 
c) ―Good-luck to you, Trevelyan,‖ I said. To whom did the author say so and 
why? 

 d) How would life in school have been different for Harold had he known that  
his father was ‗Young Porky‘? 

10. Answer the following question in about 80-100 words:                 (4) 

 ‗If you are kind and generous towards others nothing can stop them from loving you‘.  
Write a paragraph expressing your views on the above statement after reading the  
play ‗The Bishop‘s Candlesticks‘. 
      (OR) 
‗Example is better than percept.‘ Explain with reference to the story ‗The Best Seller‘. 

11. Answer the following question in about 150 words:      (10) 

Explain how Gulliver was influenced by the excellent qualities of the Houyhnhnms?    
      (OR) 
Analyze the theme of the voyages (III and IV) of the novel ‗Gulliver Travels‘. 
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