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   SECTION - A 

[ Prose, Poetry and Supplementary Reading ] 

   

I.   Four alternatives are given for each of the 
following questions / incomplete 
statements. Only one of them is correct 
or most appropriate. Choose the correct 
alternative and write the complete 
answer along with its letter of alphabet. 
  9 × 1 = 9 

   

1.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exp.  

When the order to cut off Chandan Das's 
head was read out loudly, the crowd 
(A) shouted in joy  
(B) waited in breathless silence 
(C) praised Chanakya 
(D) cried with anger. 
Ans. 
B —  waited in breathless silence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

CCE RF 
CCE RR 
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2.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rem. 

Smt. M. S. Subbulakshmi has been 
called the ‘Nightingale of India’ in 
(A) Light Music 
(B) Hindustani Music 
(C) Karnatic Music 
(D) Folk Music. 
Ans. 
C —  Karnatic Music 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

3.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 

In the war of Turan and Persia, Sohrab 
saw a chance 
(A) to meet his father 
(B) to show his bravery 
(C) to defeat Persia 
(D) to win the fame as a great warrior. 
Ans. 
A — to meet his father 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

4.   
 
 
 
 
 
Rem. 

What is the life span of an oak tree ? 
(A) A day 
(B) A week 
(C) A year 
(D) Three hundred years. 
Ans. 
D — Three hundred years 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
1 

5.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rem. 

The nurse permits the children to play till 
(A) the midnight 
(B) the light fades away 
(C) the sheep return to the houses 
(D) the sun appears in the sky. 
Ans. 
B —  the light fades away 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

6.   
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 

Srinagar is called 
(A) the city of silicon 
(B) the city of silk 
(C) the city of Sun 
(D) the city of heritage. 
Ans. 
C —  the city of Sun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
1 
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7.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 

Thousand pearls lost by the king’s 
daughter were 
(A) in the pond 
(B) in the wood under the moss 
(C) in the castle 
(D) on the rock. 
Ans. 
B — in the wood under the moss 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

8.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 

Sri Aurobindo, in the poem ‘The Tiger 
and the Deer’ has not called the tiger as 
(A) the pitiless splendour 
(B) cruel beauty in Nature 
(C) a murderer  
(D) mild harmless beauty. 
Ans. 
D — the mild harmless beauty 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

9.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rem. 

According to the poet in the poem ‘Plant 
Tree’, the one who plants a tree will be 
helped by 
(A) heaven and earth 
(B) government  
(C) public civilians 
(D) children. 
Ans. 
A — heaven and earth 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

II.   Answer each of the following questions in 
two or three sentences : 12 × 2 = 24 

   

10.   
 
 
 
Comp. 

What made Gopi to remember the 
ambition of his childhood in the lesson 
‘At the Zoo’ ? 
Ans. 
— saw the elephant moving about a 

cargo of excited children on its back. 
— at this sight he was reminded of the 

ambition of his childhood to ride on 
an elephant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 
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11.   

 
Comp. 

What is D. C. Katte ? 
Ans. 
— villagers constructed a stage to 

welcome D.C. S.K. Das. 
— he never made it. 
— since then it is known as D.C. Katte. 

 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 

 
2 

12.   
 
 
Comp. 

What fear made Tahmina to send a false 
information to her husband ? 
Ans. 
— Tahmina feared that her husband 

would wean him away if she tells that 
she is blessed with a son. 

— she was worried, how could she live 
without her son by her side. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 

13.   
 
 
Comp. 

Write any three characteristics of a 
faithful friend. 
Ans. 
— faithful friends do not flatter. 
— they do not expect us to spend. 
— do not allow us to be prodigal. 
— stand by us when we are in misery. 
— encourage us to do good deeds. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

14.   
 
 
Exp. 

How does the poet describe the deer in 
the poem ‘The Tiger and the Deer’ ? 
Ans. 
— Comparing with the tiger he describes 

that deer as  
— good, right, innocent, beautiful, mild, 

harmless and life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 

 
2 

15.   
 
 
Comp. 

Mention the flowers and fruits of 
Kashmir. 
Ans. 
— Pink almond blossom, cherry 

blossom, irises of royal purple. 
— Persian lilac, varieties of roses, tulips 

and red poppies. 
— apples, cherry and plums. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 
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16.   

 
 
Comp. 

Why did the two brothers make fun of 
Simpleton ? 
Ans. 
— he would never get along in the world. 
— he was not as cleaver as they were. 
— he was quiet and simple. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 

 

 
1
2  

 
 
 
 
 

 
2 

17.   
 
 

Comp. 

What role does a tree play for the 
creatures blithe with songs ? 
Ans. 
— comforts the creatures, birds and 

animals providing shelter 
— provides fruits and nuts 
— provides cool shade 
— comforts the tired one with coolness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 

18.   
 
 

Exp. 

How does the poet describe the phase of 
youth in ones life ? 
Ans. 
— youth plays a significant role. 
— youth is the period of strength, 

dreams. 
— youth is colourful and happy period of 

ones life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 

19.   
 

Comp. 

How did the fisherman get the ring ? 
Ans. 
— got the ring while cutting up a carp. 
— saw the ring with a magnificent gem 

in its belly. 

 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 

2 

20.   

 

 

Appr. 

Why did Rajaji tell his young ADC to see 

the doctor ? 

Ans. 

—  Rajaji noticed his ADC had not 

shaved. 

— he wanted to teach him a lesson. 

— he told his ADC that he is looking 

sick. 

— told him to see the doctor immediately 

skipping his breakfast. 

 
OR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11
2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1
2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 
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   How was Roger able to make amends for 

his theft of a bicycle ? 

Ans. 

— at the age of 55 Roger felt guilty of his 

theft. 

— in 1992 he wired Dollar 19000 to the 

Raleigh Bicycle Company in England 

to send 100 new bicycles. 

— he distributed to the children of Pole 

Brook area. 

— thus made an amend for his theft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11
2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1
2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

21.   
 
 

Appr. 

Why did M.G. Menon feel good to meet 
the autorikshwa driver ? 
Ans. 
— M.G. Menon was disappointed at the 

loss of his pouch. 
— little while later autorickshaw driver 

returned his pouch. 
— Menon offered Rs. 100 for his 

honesty. 
— but the driver refused to accept it 

saying that it is wrong to make money 
by unfair means. 

— M.G. Menon felt good to meet honest 
people like him. 

OR 
How did Uttum Tupe help Jagan, the 
devadasi ? 
Ans. 
— The peon novelist had concern with 

social evils.  
— wrote the novels based on devadasis. 
— rescued Jagan, a devadasi from the 

prostitution. 
— helped her to get married to an 

educated village youth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1
2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
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III.   Read the following extracts and answer 

the questions that follow : 4 × 3 = 12 
   

22.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

a) 
b) 
c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 
 

‘‘Oh, it is Minister Rakshasa ! 

Chandan Das is saved !’’  

a) Who said this ? 

b) Where was it said ? 

c) What was the emotion expressed ? 
Ans. 
a) the people / crowd 
b) at the market place 
c) joy / relief. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
1 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

23.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

a) 
b) 
c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 
 

“The event was a moment of glory for 
classical music.’’ 

a) Who said this ? 

b) Whom was it said to ? 

c) When was it said ? 
Ans. 
a) Pandit Jasraj 
b) to M. S. Subbulakshmi 
c) on being conferred the highest 

civilian award Bharat Ratna. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
1 
 

1 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

24.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a) 
b) 
c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 
 

“Please leave the poor birds in peace. I 
cannot bear to have you kill any of 
them.’’ 

a) Who said this ? 

b) Whom did he say so ? 

c) What birds does the speaker refer  
to ? 

a) Simpleton 
b) to his brothers 
c) ducks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
1 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
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25.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a) 
b) 
c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comp. 
 

“The little ones leaped and shouted and 
laugh’d 

 And all the hills echoed.’’ 

a) ‘The little ones’ refers to whom ? 

b) What mood do the lines convey ? 

c) What did the hills echo ? 
Ans. 
a) the children 
b) joy / happy 
c) the laughter of the children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
1 

1 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

IV.26.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rem. 

Quote from memory : 

Something   …....…………..…………………  
…….................………..…………..... vain; 

we ......………...………………………………. 
................................................ the air. 

OR 

Although  ...……….........…………….…...  
………....………………….………....… light 

In ...........……………...…….…................ 
…………………..…................. perfect be. 

Ans. 
Something beautiful is vanished, 

And we sigh for it in vain; 

We behold it everywhere, 

On the earth, and in the air, 

OR 

Although it fall and die that night, 

It was the plant and flower of light. 

In small proportions we just beauties see; 

And in short measures life may perfect be. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
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V.   Answer each of the following questions in 

a paragraph : 2 × 4 = 8 

   

27.   
 
Exp. 
 

Why is the city of Srinagar called the 
‘Venice of India’ ? 
Ans. 
— Venice in Italy is surrounded by water 

and looks as if the city is floating on 
water. 

— the river Jhelum flows through the 
city of Srinagar.  

— the river cuts into many canals. 
— these canals surround the city of 

Srinagar. 
— Srinagar looks as if it is floating on 

water. 
— Hence the city of Srinagar is called 

'Venice of India'. 
OR 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

   What did Rustum say to his wife before 

going back to his army ? 

Ans. 

— Rustum being a warrior got tired of 

his life being idle at home. 

— he told his wife that he is returning to 

his army. 

— giving a seal, he told her to bind it on 

the arm if she begets a son. 

— he told her to send his son to the 

army. 

— and to put the seal on the neck if she 

begets a daughter and send him the 

news. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
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28.   

 
 
Exp. 
 

Write the substance of the poem ‘Autumn 
Song’. 
Ans. 
— Autumn before departing a rainy 

season, spreads a carpet of greenery 
all around which leaves the 
environment booming. 

   

   — the poet compares the joy in the heart 
of sorrow to the sunset that depends 
on the clouds. 

— the wild windy breeze takes away the 
delicate bunches of wheat and leaves. 

— this makes the poet's heart sad and 
alone. 

— the poet is tired of blowing air and the 
voice of the wind. 

— her dreams have gone like fluttering 
leaves. 

— but she is optimistic and feels why 
should she stay behind. 

 
OR 

 
What message does G. E. Goodrich give 
us in the poem ‘Prayer for Dumb 
Creatures’ ? 
Ans. 
— God is the maker of earth, sea and 

sky. 
— He has hung the stars on high. 
— has formed sparrow's wings alike. 
— has made dumb creatures with care 

and listens to their prayers. 
— He has made them for us who live 

and die for us. 
— How shall the people dare deny their 

rights when God's seal of love is laid 
on them. 

— The poet prays to God to teach 
humans to listen to the pleas of these 
humble and dumb creatures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
4 
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   SECTION - B 

[ Grammar and Vocabulary ] 
   

VI.   Answer the following : 12 × 1 = 12    

29.   

 

 

Rem. 

Give one word for a large group of people 

who sing together. 

Ans. 

chorus 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

1 

30.   

 

 

 

Rem. 

It is too cold to go out. 
This can be written by removing ‘too ... to’ 

and using ‘so that ... not’ as .............. . 

Ans. 

It is too cold that one cannot go out. 

 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

 

1 

31.   

 

 

 

Exp. 

How horrible the animal is ! 
This can be changed into an assertive 
sentence as ................ .  
Ans. 

The animal is very horrible. 

 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

 

1 

32.   

 

 

 

Rem. 

He is late ................. he missed the first 
train. 
Fill in with suitable conjunction. 

Ans. 

He is late because he missed the first 

train. 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

 

 

1 
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33.   

 
 
Rem. 

They played cricket. 
 Write this in passive voice. 
Ans. 
The cricket was played by them. 

 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
1 

34.   

 

 

Rem. 

My brother has come ................ Delhi. 
Fill in with suitable preposition. 

Ans. 

from 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

1 

35.   

 

 

Rem. 

Radha had a bad tooth. 
Change it into plural form. 

Ans. 

Radha had bad teeth. 

 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

 

1 

36.   

 

 

Rem. 

Indian army is highly professional. 
Underline the collective noun. 

Ans. 

army 

 

 

 

1 

  

 

 

1 

37.   
 
 
Exp. 

India is the biggest country in Asia. 
Change this into comparative degree. 
Ans. 
India is bigger than any other country in 
Asia. 

 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
1 

38.   
 
 
 
 
Exp. 

The Principal announced the ‘Best 
Student Award’. 
Frame a question to get the underlined 
word as an answer. 
Ans. 
Who announced the 'Best Student 
Award' ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
 
1 
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39.   

 
 
Rem. 

Use appropriate prefix to get the 
antonym of the word ‘decent’. 
Ans. 
indecent 

 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
1 

40.   
 
 
 
Rem. 

You ................. a doctor, aren’t you ? 
Use suitable auxiliary verb to complete 
the sentence. 
Ans. 
are 

 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
1 

   SECTION - C 
[ Composition and Comprehension ] 

   

VII. 41.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Exp. 

Imagine you are Suhail / Sara of 
Standard X, Govt. High School, Sampige.  
Write a letter to your friend describing 
the places you visited on the school 
excursion. 

OR 
Write a letter to your father requesting 
him to attend Parent- Teachers Meeting 
at your school. 4 
Ans. 
Format and content 
Language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 

VIII.42.   Rearrange the following sentences in the 
sequential order and write in a 
paragraph : 

a) He attended Parliament of Religions 
in 1893 and gave a speech in the 
Great Hall of Columbus, at Chicago. 

b) Narendranath the son of 
Vishwanath Datta and 
Bhuvaneswari Devi was born in 
1863.  
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Comp. 

c) He breathed his last on fourth July, 
1902. 

d) He accepted Sri Ramakrishna as his 
master and assumed the name 
Swami Vivekananda. 

Ans. 
Narendranath the son of Vishwanath 
Datta and Bhuvaneshwari Devi was born 
in 1863. He accepted Sri Ramakrishna 
as his master and assumed the name 
Swami Vivekananda. He attended 
Parliament of Religions in 1893 and gave 
a speech in the Great Hall of Columbus, 
at Chicago. He breathed his last on 
fourth July, 1902. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4 

IX.   Read the following passage carefully and 
answer the questions that     follow : 
Rabindranath Tagore is a poet, 
philosopher and teacher. He wrote 
poetry, drama and fiction in the Bengali 
Language and was also a celebrated 
artist and musician. He won the Nobel 
Prize for literature in 1913 after the 
publication of ‘Gitanjali’ in English, a 
volume of spiritual poetry. In 1919 he 
established at Shantiniketan a university 
for promoting cultural co-operation 
between the East and the West and 
named it Vishwa Bharati. 

   

43.   
 
Comp. 

Who is Rabindranath Tagore ? 1 
Ans. 
Rabindranath Tagore is a poet, 
philosopher and teacher. 

 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
1 

44.   
 
Comp. 

What did he write ? 1 
Ans. 
He wrote poetry, drama and fiction in 
Bengali language. 

 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
1 
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45.   

 
Comp. 

For what did he get Nobel Prize ? 1 
Ans. 
He won the Nobel Prize for literature in 
1913 after the publication of 'Gitanjali' in 
English. 

 
 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
 
1 

46.   
 
Comp. 

What is Vishwa Bharati ? 1 
Ans. 
Vishwa Bharati is a university for 
promoting cultural cooperation between 
East and the West. 

 
 
 
 
1 

  
 
 
 
1 

  

   
 


