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Which one of the following was a very important seaport in the
Kakatiya kingdom?
(a) Kakinada (b) Motupalli
(c) Machilipatnam (Masulipatnam)  (d) Nelluru
Ans: (b)
Exp : The Kakatiya dynasty was a dynasty whose
capital was Orugallu, now known as Warangal. It was eventually
conquered by the Izelhi Sultanatd.
Motupalli
Motupalli was a famous sea port during Kakatiya Period.
Marcopolo, a Portuguese navigator, visited this place and wrote
about the prosperity and power of Andhra Desa during the reign of
Kakatiya kings in his travalogue.
Motipalli inscription, issued by King Ganapati, in the mid thirteenth
century, specifies the rates accessed on a variety of items including
scents such as sandal and civet, camphor, rose water, ivory, pearls,
coral, a range of metals (copper, zinc, and lead), silk, pepper, and
areca-nuts. This list gives us a good idea of the types of luxury
goods that were being exported and imported through Motupalli
port to other Indian regions along the coast, as well as to foreign
territories.

With reference to 'Global Climate Change Alliance', which of the

following statements is/are correct?

1. Itis an initiative of the European Union,

2. It provides technical and financial support to targeted
developing countries to integrate climate change into their
development policies and budgets.

3. It is coordinated by World Resources Institute (WRI) and
World Business Council for Sustainable Development

(WBCSD).
Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(a) 1and?2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 2and. 3 only (d) 1,2and3
Ans: (a)
Exp :

1. The GCCA was established by the European Union (EU) in
2007 to strengthen dialogue and cooperation with developing
countries, in particular least developed countries (LDCs) and
small island developing States (SIDS).

2. The GCCA+ acts as a source of technical and financial support
for the world's most climate-vulnerable countries, whose
populations need climate finance the most. Extra efforts will
be made to strengthen the strategically important issues of
ecosystems-based adaptation, migration and gender equality.

With reference to the religious history of India, consider-the fol-

lowing statements :

1. Sautrantika and Sammitiya were the sects of Jainism.

2. Sarvastivadin held that the constituents of phenomena were
not wholly momentary, but existed forever in a latent form.

‘Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both1and2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Exp : The Sautrantika were an tarli Buddhist school generally

believed to be descended from the by way of their

immediate parent school, the Sarvastivadins. Their name means
literally "those who rely upon the M", and indicated their
rejection of the Abhidharmd texts of other early Buddhist schools

Pudgala or "person"

>

The Pudgalavadins asserted that while there is no , there is
a pudgala or "person", which is neither the same as nor different
from the skandhas. The "person" was their method of accounting
for karmd, febirt, and hirvand. Other schools held that the "person"”
exists only as a label, a nominal reality.

Criticisms of the pudgala theory

Pudgalavadin @i\:ere sharply criticized by the (a

record of a Theravadin attack on the pudgala is found in
the Kathavatthd), rvastivadd, and the Madhyamakd. Peter
Harvey agrees with criticisms leveled against the Pudgalavadins
by Moggaliputta-Tissd and Vasubandhy, and finds that there is no
support in the Pali nikayas for their "person"-concept
Relationship to the Samitiya
Among the most prominent of the Pudgalavadin schools were
the E amiﬁii. itienne Lamottd, using the writings of the Chinese
traveler , asserted that the Samitiya were in all likelihood
the most populous non-Mahayanist sect in India, comprising
double the number of the next largest sect, although scholar D
revised his estimate down to a quarter of all non-
Mahayana monks, still the largest overall. They continued to
be a presence in India until the end of Indian Buddhism, but, never
having gained a foothold elsewhere, did not continue thereafter.
Sarvastivada, (Sanskrit: “Doctrine That All Is Real”) also
called Vaibhashika, a school of early Euddhisa. A fundamental
concept in Buddhist Igetaghysicd is the assumption of the existence
of s, cosmic factors and events that combine momentarily
under the influence of a person’s past deeds to form a person’s life
flux, which he considers his personality and career. Differences
arose among the various early Buddhist schools concerning the
ontological reality of these dharmas. While, like all Buddhists, the
Sarvastivadins consider everything to be impermanent,
they maintain that the dharma factors are eternally existing realities.
The dharmas are thought to function momentarily, producing the
empirical phenomena of the world, which is illusory, but to exist
outside the empirical world. In contrast, the Sautrantikas (those for
whom the putrad, or the scriptures, are authoritative) maintained
that the dharma factors are not eternal but momentary, and the only
actually existing dharmas are the ones presently functioning.
The Sarvastivada school is also known as the Vaibhashika because
of the c. 2nd-century-ce commentary Mahavibhasha (“Great
Elucidation”). This text itself was commented upon by the
important 4th- or Sth-century Buddhist thinker in
his  Abhidharmakosha, prior to his conversion to
the tradition of Buddhism. Thus, elements of the
Sarvastivada school came to influence Mahayana thought.
Mediterranean Sea is a border of which of the following countries?
1. Jordan 2. lIraq
3. Lebanon 4. Syria
Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(a) 1,2 and 3 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 3 and 4 only (d) 1,3 and 4 only
Ans: (¢)
Exp :
Lebanon and Syria share a border with the Mediterranean Sea.
The following countries have a coastline on the Mediterranean Sea:
e Northern shore (from west to east): Spain, France, Monaco,
Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,
Albania, Greece and Turkey.
e Eastern shore (from north to south): Turkey, Syria, Lebanon,
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Israel.
e  Southern shore (from west to east): Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia,
Libya, Egypt.
e [sland nations: Malta, Cyprus.
Several other territories also border the Mediterranean Sea
(from west to east): The British overseas territory of Gibraltar,
the Spanish autonomous cities of Ceuta and Melilla and nearby
islands, the Sovereign Base Areas on Cyprus, and the Gaza Strip.
Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean
Sea#Coastal countries
With reference to 'National Investment and Infrastructure Fund',
which of the following statements iS/are correct ?
1. Itis an organ of NITI Aayog.
2. It has a corpus of ? 4,00,000 crore at present.
Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(¢c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Exp:

1. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) is a
fund created by the Government of India for enhancing
infrastructure financing in the country. This is different from
the National Investment Fund. It is not an organ of NITI
aayog.

2. The proposed corpus of NIIF is Rs. 40,000 Crores (around
USD 6 Billion).

The Global Infrastructure Facility is a/an

(a) ASEAN initiative to upgrade infrastructure in Asia and
financed by credit from the Asian Development Bank.

(b) World Bank collaboration that facilitates the preparation
and structuring of complex infrastructure Public-Private
Partnerships (PPPs) to enable mobilization of private sector
and institutional investor capital.

(c) Collaboration among the major banks of the world working
with the OECD and focused on expanding the set of
infrastructure projects that have the potential to mobilize
private investment.

(d) UNCTAD funded initiative that seeks to finance and facilitate
infrastructure development in the world.

Ans: (¢)

Exp : The Global Infrastructure Facility (GIF) is a partnership

among governments, multilateral development banks, private

sector investors, and financiers. It is designed to provide a new
way to collaborate on preparing, structuring, and implementing
complex projects that no single institution could handle on its own.

For election to the Lok Sabha, a nomination paper can be filed by

(a) anyone residing in India.

(b) a resident ofthe constituency from which the election is to
be contested.

(c) any citizen of India'whose name appears in the electoral roll
of a constituency.

(d) any citizen of India.

Ans: (¢)

Consider the following statements :

1. In India, the Himalayas are spread over five States only.

2. Western Ghats are spread over five States only.

3. Pulicat Lake is spread over two States only.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 3 only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1and3 only

Ans: (b)

Exp:

1. The Indian Himalayan Region (IHR) is the section of the
Himalayas within India, spanning the states of Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, as well as the hill regions of two states - Assam and
West Bengal.

2. Western Ghats starts near the border of Gujarat and
Maharashtra, south of the Tapti river, and runs approximately
1,600 km (990 mi) through the states of Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu ending at Kanyakumari, at
the southern tip of India.

3. Pulicat lake straddles the border of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil

Nadu states.
Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) is a standard criterion for
(a) Measuring oxygen levels in blood
(b) Computing oxygen levels in forest ecosystems
(c) Pollution assay in aquatic ecosystems
(d) Assessing oxygen levels in high altitude regions
Ans: (¢)
Exp : Biochemical oxygen demand is a measure of the quantity
of oxygen used by microorganisms (e.g., aerobic bacteria) in the
oxidation of organic matter in polluted water.

10. With reference to the role of UN-Habitat in the United Nations pro-

11.

<&

gramme working towards a better urban future, which of the state-

ments is/are correct ?

1. UN-Habitat has been mandated by the United Nations
General Assembly to promote socially and environmentally
sustainable towns and cities to provide adequate shelter for all.

2. Its partners are either governments or local urban authorities
only.

3. UN-Habitat contributes to the overall objective of the United
Nations system to reduce poverty and to promote access to
safe drinking water and basic sanitation.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1,2and3 (b) 1 and 3 only
(c) 2and 3 only (d) lonly
Ans: (b)

Exp : The United Nations Human Settlements Programme,

otherwise known as UN-Habitat, is the United Nations agency

responsible for human settlements. UN-Habitat is

mandated to promote socially and environmentally sustainable

towns and cities, with the goal of providing adequate shelter for all.

UN-Habitat contributes to the overall objective of the United

Nations system to reduce poverty and promote sustainable

development. Our partners range from

governments and local authorities to a wide cross-section of Non-

Governmental Organisations and civil society groups.

Source: http://unhabitat.lk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/UN/

Eabitat-groﬁle.gdj

UN-Habitat, the United Nations Human Settlements Programme,

is mandated by the UN General Assembly to promote socially and

environmentally sustainable towns and cities. It is the focal point

for all urbanization and human settlement matters within the UN

system.

UN-Habitat strives to establish a set of strategic partnerships

including political actors, civil society and professional

organizations, and the private sector as advocates of sustainable

urbanization at all levels, and as implementers and monitors of

national urban policies and programmes.

https://unhabitat.org/about-us/our-partners|

With reference to 'National Skills Qualification Framework

(NSQF)', which of the statements given below is/are correct ?

1. Under NSQF, a learner can acquire the certification” for
competency only through formal learning.

2. Anoutcome expected from the implementation of NSQF is the
mobility between vocational and general education.

Ans: (b)

Exp : Under NSQF, the learner can acquire the certification for

competency needed at any level through formal, non-formal or

informal learning. In that sense, the NSQF is a quality assurance

framework. Presently, more than 100 countries have, or are in the

process of developing national qualification frameworks.

Specific outcomes expected from implementation of NSQF are:

Mobility between vocational and general education by alignment

of degrees with NSQF

Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL), allowing transition from

non-formal to organised job market

Standardised, consistent, nationally acceptable outcomes of

training across the country through a national quality assurance

framework

Global mobility of skilled workforce from India, through

international equivalence of NSQF

Mapping of progression pathways within sectors and cross-

sectorally

Approval of NOS/QPs as national standards for skill training



http://unhabitat.lk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/UN-Habitat-profile.pdf
http://unhabitat.lk/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/UN-Habitat-profile.pdf
https://unhabitat.org/about-us/our-partners/
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In the context of Indian history, the principle of 'Dyarchy (diarchy)'

refers to

(a) Division of the central legislature into two houses.

(b) Introduction of double government i.e., Central and State
governments.

(c) Having two sets of rulers; one in London and another in Delhi.

(d) Division of the subjects delegated to the provinces into two
categories.

Ans: (d)

Exp : Dyarchy, also spelled diarchy, system of double government

introduced by the [Government of India Ac{ (1919) for the provinces

of British India. It marked the first introduction of the democratic

principle into the of the British administration

of . Though much-criticized, it signified a breakthrough

in British Indian government and was the forerunner of India’s

full provincial Eutonomq(l935) and independence (1947).

Dyarchy was_introduced as a fonstitutiona] reform by [Edwin
Samuel Montaéﬂ (secretary of state for India, 1917-22) and [Lord

Chelmsford (viceroy of India, 1916-21).
The principle of dyarchy was a division of the executive branch
of each provincial government into and popularly
responsible sections. The first was composed of executive
councillors, appointed, as before, by the crown. The second was
composed of ministers who were chosen by the governor from
the elected members of the provincial legislature. These latter
ministers were Indians.

The various fields, or subjects of administration were divided

between the councillors and the ministers, being named reserved

and transferred subjects, respectively. The reserved subjects

came under the heading of law and order and included ,

the police, land revenue, and irrigation. The transferred subjects

(i.e., those under the control of Indian ministers) included local

self-government, education, public healtl], public workd, and

agriculture, forests, and fisheries. The system ended with the

introduction of provincial autonomy in 1935.

Consider the following in respect of 'National Career Service':

(1) National Career Service is an initiative of the Department of
Personnel and Training, Government of India.

(2) National Career Service has been launched in a Mission Mode
to improve the employment opportunities to uneducated youth
of the country.

Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(¢c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Exp : National Career Service (NCS) project is an initiative

launched by the Ministry of Labour and Employment (India)

Government of India asia Mission Mode Project for establishing

quick and efficient career related services. It was launched by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on 20 July 2015 as part of government’s

focus on providing right skills and generating employment.

Which of the following statements best describes the term 'Scheme

for Sustainable Structuring of Stressed Assets (S4A)', recently seen

in the news ?

(a) It is a procedure for considering ecological costs of
developmental schemes formulated by the Government.

(b) Ifis a scheme of RBI for reworking the financial structure of
big corporate entities facing genuine difficulties.

(c) Itisadisinvestment plan of the Government regarding Central
Public Sector Undertakings.

(d) It is an important provision in 'The Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code' recently implemented by the Government.

Ans: (b)

Exp : Reserve Bank of India ("RBI"), after due consultation with

banks introduced a scheme to weigh down bad loans and their

stressed corporate clients and at the same time, ease the pressure

on company balance sheets. With this motive RBI has introduced,

on June 13, 2016 the Scheme for Sustainable Structuring of

Stressed Assets ("S4A Scheme") to offer adequate deep financial

restructuring opportunities to large borrowers

The S4A Scheme is an optional framework for resolution of large

stressed accounts for projects. The S4A Scheme aims to strengthen

the lenders' ability to deal with large stressed assets facing genuine

15.
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hardship and offers a realistic chance for reworking the financial

structure of such entities.

Consider the following statements :

(1) Climate and Clean Air Coalition (CCAC) to Reduce Short
Lived Climate Pollutants is a unique initiative of G20 group of

countries.

(2) The CCAC focuses on methane, black carbon and
hydrofluorocarbons.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(¢c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (b)

Exp:

1. The Climate and Clean Air Coalition to Reduce Short-Lived
Climate Pollutants (CCAC) was launched by the United
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and six countries—
Bangladesh, Canada, Ghana, Mexico, Sweden, and the United
States—on 16 February 2012. It is the only global effort
that unites governments, civil society and private sector,
committed to improving air quality and protecting the climate
in next fewdecades by reducing short-lived climate pollutants
across sectors>
Complementary tQ mitigating CO2 emissions, the Coalition
acts as a catalyst to create, implement and share immediate
solutions addressing near-term climate change to improve
people’s lives rapidly, and to ensure sustainable development
for future generations.

2. The Coalition's initial focus is on methane, black carbon, and
HFCs.

With reference to 'Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)' sometimes

mentioned in the news while forecasting Indian monsoon, which

of the following statements is/are correct ?

(1) 10D phenomenon is characterised by a difference in sea
surface temperature between tropical Western Indian Ocean
and tropical Eastern Pacific Ocean.

(2) AnIOD phenomenon can influence an El Nino's impact on the

monsoon.
Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only

(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Exp : Statement 1 - The Indian Ocean Dipole(IOD) also known
as ‘the Indian Nino is an irregular oscillation of sea-surface
temperatures in which the western Indian Ocean becomes
alternately warmer and then colder than the eastern part of the
Indian ocean.

The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) is defined by the difference in sea
surface temperature between two areas (or poles, hence a dipole)
—a western pole in the Arabian Sea (western Indian Ocean) and an
eastern pole in the eastern Indian Ocean south of Indonesia.
Statement 2 — A positive IOD usually negates the effects of ENSO
over Indian monsoons.

If you want to see gharials in their natural habitat, which one of the
following is the best place to visit ?
(a) Bhitarkanika Mangroves

(c) Pulicat Lake

Ans: (b)

Exp : Today three widely separated breeding subpopulations of
Gharial (fresh water crocodile) are left in India (Chambal River,
Girwa River and Son River) and one in Nepal (Rapti/Narayani
River) (see Figure 2 in the Supplementary Material).

AT

(b) Chambal River
(d) Deeper Beel

sium (IONS) :
1. Inaugural IONS was held in India in 2015 under the
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chairmanship of the Indian Navy.

2. IONS is a voluntary initiative that seeks to increase maritime
co-operation among navies of the littoral states of the Indian
Ocean Region.

Which of the above statements is/are correct?

(a) 1only (b) 2only

(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Exp:

1. The inaugural IONS-2008 was held in New Delhi, India on 14
Feb 08.

2. The ‘Indian Ocean Naval Symposium’ (IONS) is a voluntary
initiative that seeks to increase maritime co-operation among
navies of the littoral states of the Indian Ocean Region by
providing an open and inclusive forum for discussion of
regionally relevant maritime issues.

Source: http://ions.gov.in/about iong

The painting of Bodhisattva Padmapani is one of the most famous

and oft -illustrated paintings at

(a) Ajanta (b) Badami
(c) Bagh (d) Ellora
Ans: (a)
Exp:-

Mahayana Budhism evoled the idia of Bodhisatva, One of the most
popular Bodhisatva representing atribute 'Copassion' is Padmapani
Avalokiteshwar, It is Beautifully painted as slim person, with
crown on head and lotus in hand on the walls of Ajantha Caves.
Consider the following pairs ;

Traditions Communities
1. Chaliha Sahib Festival - Sindhis
2. Nanda Raj Jaat Yatra - Gonds

3.  Wari-Warkari - Santhals

‘Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only (d) None of the above
Ans: (a)

Exp:

1. The Chaliha is an important festival celebrated by the Sindhis
wherein they pray to their God, Jhulelal.

2. The three-week-long Nanda Devi Raj Jat is a pilgrimage
and festival of Uttarakhand in India. People from the entire
Garhwal division-Kumaon division as well as other parts of
India and the world participate in Nanda Devi Raj Jat Yatra.

3. Pandharpur Wari or Wari (Vari) is an annual pilgrimage (yatra)
to Pandharpur - the seat of the Hindu god Vithoba in the Indian
state of Maharashtra, in honour of the deity.

Which of the following practices can help in water conservation in

agriculture?

1. Reduced or zero tillage of the land

2. Applying gypsum before irrigating tne field

3. Allowing crop residue to remain in the field

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1and?2 only (a) 3only
(c) 1and3 only (d) 1,2and3
Ans: (d)

Exp:

1. No-till farming (also called zero tillage or direct drilling) is
a way of growing crops or pasture from year to year without
disturbing the soil through tillage. No-till is an agricultural
technique which increases the amount of water that infiltrates
into the soil and increases organic matter retention and cycling
of nutrients in the soil. In many agricultural regions it can
reduce or eliminate soil erosion.

2. Major Benefits Of Gypsum are: Source of calcium and sulfur
for plant nutrition, Improves acid soils and treats aluminum
toxicity, Improves soil structure,

Improves water infiltration : Gypsum also improves the
ability of soil to drain and not become waterlogged due to a
combination of high sodium, swelling clay and excess water.
When we apply gypsum to soil it allows water to move into
the soil and allow the crop to grow well. Increased water-use
efficiency of crops is extremely important during a drought
Helps reduce runoff and erosion.

22.
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3. Residue from the crops lie on the surface of the field, cooling
it and increasing the moisture.

Consider the following statements :

The nation-wide 'Soil Health Card Scheme' aims at

1. expanding the cultivable area under irrigation.

2. enabling the banks to assess the quantum of loans to be
granted to farmers on the basis of soil quality.

3. checking the overuse of fertilizers in farmlands.

Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 3 only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (b)

Exp : Soil Health Management(SHM) Under National Mission for

Sustainable Agriculture(NMSA)

Soil Health Management (SHM) is one of the most important

interventions under NMSA.SHM aims at promoting Integrated

Nutrient Management (INM) through judicious use of chemical

fertilisersincluding secondary and micro nutrients in conjunction

with organic manures and bio-fertilisers for improving soil health

and its productivity, strengthening of soil and fertiliser testing

facilities to proyide soil test based recommendations to farmers

for improving soil\fertility; ensuring quality control requirements

of fertilisers, bio-fertilisers and organic fertilisers under Fertiliser

Control Order, 1985; upgradation of skill and knowledge of soil

testing laboratory staff, extension staff and farmers through training

and demonstrations; promoting organic farming practices etc.

Consider the following pairs :

Commonly used I

consumed materials

Unwanted or controver
sial chemicals likely to
be found in them

1. Lipstick - Lead

2. Soft drinks - Brominated vegetable
oils

3. Chinese fast food - Monosodium
glutamate

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched?

(a) Inly (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Exp :

1. Several lipstick contain dangerous levels of lead that can be
detected with a gold ring.

2. ~Brominated vegetable oil (BVO) is a complex mixture of
plant-derived triglycerides that have been reacted to contain
atoms of the element bromine bonded to the molecules.
Brominated vegetable oil is used primarily to help emulsify
citrus-flavored soft drinks.

3. Chinese restaurant syndrome is an outdated term that was
first coined in the 1960s. It refers to a group of symptoms
that some people experience after eating food from a Chinese
restaurant. These symptoms often include a headache, skin
flushing, and sweating. A food additive called monosodium
glutamate (MSG) is often blamed for the symptoms some
people experience after eating Chinese food.

24. Organic Light Emitting Diodes (OLEDs) are used to create digital

<

display in many devices. What are the advantages of OLED dis-

plays over Liquid Crystal displays ?

1. OLED displays can be fabricated on flexible plastic substrates.

2. Roll-up displays embedded in clothing can be made using
OLEDs.

3. Transparent displays are possible using OLEDs.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1and 3 only

(b) 2 only

(¢) 1,2and3

(d) None of the above statements is correct

Ans: (¢)

Exp:

1. A flexible organic light emitting diode (FOLED) is a type of
organic light-emitting diode (OLED) incorporating a flexible
plastic substrate on which the electroluminescent organic
semiconductor is deposited.

2. OLED displays can be fabricated on flexible plastic substrates


http://ions.gov.in/about_ions
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leading to the possible fabrication of flexible organic light-
emitting diodes for other new applications, such as roll-up
displays embedded in fabrics or clothing.

3. Transparent OLED 1is a breakthrough transparent display
technology that displays dynamic or interactive information
on a transparent surface glass.

Which of the following is/are famous for Sun temples ?

1. Arasavalli

2. Amarakantak

3. Omkareshwar

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (a)

Exp : The famous Sun God Temple situated in Arasavalli Village

which is at a distance of about 1 K.M. east of Srikakulam Town

District head quarters of the North Coastal Andhra Pradesh. It

is one of the ancient and all among two sun God temples in our

Country. According to Padmapuranam , Sage Kasyapa installed the

Idol of Surya at Arasavalli for the Welfare of mankind . Therefore,

the Surya is of Kasyapasa Gotra . He is also termed as planetary

King

Amarkantak is situated at a height of 3500 ft. in the Maikal

Mountains in Chhattisgarh. ... It is one of the ancient temples of

great traditional value, Narmdeshwar temple which is dedicated to

Narmada Devi is in Amarkantak.

Omkareshwar is dedicated to God Shiva. It is one

of the 12 revered JJyotirlingg shrines o It is on an island

called Mandhatd or Bhivapur{ in the Narmadd river; the shape of
the island is said to be like the Hindu 3% symbol.

Consider the following statements :

1. In the election for Lok Sabha or State Assembly, the winning
candidate must get at least 50 percent of the votes polled, to
be declared elected.

2. According to the provisions laid down in the Constitution of
India, in Lok Sabha, the Speaker's post goes to the majority
party and the Deputy Speaker's to the Opposition.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2 only

(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (d)

Exp : Explanation 1 st statement the winning candidate is the one

who secures majority votes .

Statement 2 nd 11 th Loksabha only by consensus decided that

speaker comes from ruling party and deputy speaker comes from

the main opposition party

Which of the following has/have occurred in India after its liberal-

ization of economic policies in 19917

1. Share of agriculture in GDP increased enormously.

2. Share of India's exports in world trade increased.

3. FDI inflows increased.

4. India's foreign exchange reserves increased enormously.

Select the correct answer using the codes given below :

(a) 1and4 only (b) 2,3 and 4 only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1,2,3and 4

Ans: (b)

Exp:-

1. In 1991 Agriculture was contributing 32% to GDP but now it
has declined to 18%.

2. Share of exports has gone up from below 1% to above 1%.

3. FDI has gone up because of opening of economy.

4. From $3 billion in 1991, now we have comfortable $350
billion forex.

What is the application of Somatic Cell Nuclear Transfer Technol-

ogy?

(a) Production of biolarvicides

(b) Manufacture of biodegradable plastics

(c) Reproductive cloning of animals

(d) Production of organisms free of diseases

Ans: (¢)

Consider the following statements :

(1) National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) helps in
promoting the financial inclusion in the country.
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(2) NPCI has launched RuPay, a card payment scheme.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2only

(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (¢)

Exp : The core objective was to consolidate and integrate the

multiple systems with varying service levels into nation-wide

uniform and standard business process for all retail payment

systems. The other objective was to facilitate an affordable

payment mechanism to benefit the common man across the country

and help financial inclusion.

RuPay, a new card payment scheme launched by the National

Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).

Source: http://www.npci.org.in/aboutus.aspy

The term 'M-STrIPES' is sometimes seen in the news in the context

of

(a) Captive breeding of Wild Fauna

(b) Maintenance of Tiger Reserves

(c) Indigenous Satellite Navigation

(d) Security of National Highways

Ans: (b)

Exp : The full of M-STrIPES is Monitoring System for

Tigers’-Intensive Protection and Ecological Status. It’s a software

monitoring system launched by the Indian Government in 2010 in

some tiger reserves. The aim is to reduce vulnerability of Tigers.

The system would enable field managers to assist intensity and

spatial coverage of patrols in a geographic information system

(GIS) domain

What is/are the most likely advantages of implementing 'Goods

and Services Tax (GST)' ?

1. It will replace multiple taxes collected by multiple authorities
and will thus create a single market in India.

2. It will drastically reduce, the 'Current Account Deficit' of India
and will enable it to increase its foreign exchange reserves.

3. It will enormously increase the growth and size of economy of
India and will enable it to overtake China in the near future.

Select the correct answer using the code given below ;

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(¢) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

Exp:

1. Indeed one nation one market is the main theme on which GST
is based.

2. GST may improve effeciency, may reduce domestic costo f
manufacturing and thereby will help export, but idea of drastic
reduction is not correct.

3. China is also competing the proceess of integrating indirect
taxes at same time, so the comptitive effect will be nullified.
Hence overtaking China will require much more reforms.

Broad-based Trade and Investment Agreement (BTIA)' is some-

times seen in the news in the context of negotiations held between

India and

(a) European Union

(b) Gulf Cooperation Council

(c) Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

(d) Shanghai Cooperation Organization

Ans: (¢)

Exp : Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki)

[ndia%E2%80%93European Union relationg

Consider the following statements :

1. India has ratified the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) of
WTO.

2. TFA'is a part of WTO's Bali Ministerial Package of 2013.

3. TFA came into force in January 2016.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (a)

Exp : WTO members concluded negotiations at the 2013 Bali

Ministerial Conference on the landmark Trade Facilitation

Agreement (TFA), which entered into force on 22 February 2017

following its ratification by two-thirds of the WTO membership.

https://www.wto.org/english/tratop e/tradfa e/tradfa e.htn]
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India has ratified the Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA) of the

World Trade Agreement (WTO) and the instrument of Acceptance

for Trade Facilitation Agreement was handed over to WTO

Director-General by India on April 22, 2016

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign

rade/india-ratifies-trade-facilitation-agreement-of-wto

hrticleshow/52110279.cmy

What is the importance of developing Chabahar Port by India ?

(a) India's trade with African countries will enormously increase.

(b) India's relations with oil-producing Arab countries will be
strengthened.

(c) India will not depend on Pakistan for access to Afghanistan
and Central Asia.

(d) Pakistan will facilitate and protect the installation of a gas
pipeline between Iraq and India.

Ans: (¢)

In India, it is legally mandatory for which of the following to re-

port on cyber security incidents ?

1. Service providers

2. Data centres

3. Body corporate

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1only (b) 1and?2 only
(c) 3only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Exp : Rule 12 of the CERT Rules gives every person, company

or organisation the option to report cyber security incidents to the

CERT-In. It also places an obligation on them to mandatorily report

the following kinds of incidents as early as possible:

e Targeted scanning/probing of critical networks/systems;

e Compromise of critical systems/information;

e  Unauthorized access of IT systems/data;

e Defacement of website or intrusion into a website and
unauthorized changes such as inserting malicious code, links
to external websites, etc.;

e Malicious code attacks such as spreading of virus/worm/
Trojan/botnets/spyware;

e Attacks on servers such as database, mail, and DNS and
network devices such as routers;

Identity theft, spoofing and phishing attacks;

e Denial of Service (DoS) and Distributed Denial of Service
(DDoS) attacks;

e Attacks on critical infrastructure, SCADA systems and
wireless networks;

e Attacks on applications such as e-governance, e-commerce,
etc.

The CERT Rules also impose an obligation on service providers,
intermediaries, data centres and body corporates to report cyber
incidents within a reasonable time so that CERT-In may have scope
for timely action.
https://cis-india.org/internet-governance/blog/incident-response
equirements-in-indian-law|
Right to vote and to be elected in India is a
(a) Fundamental Right (b) Natural Right
(c) Constitutional Right (d) Legal Right
Ans: (¢)
Exp : Explaination 326. Elections to the House of the People
and to the Legislative Assemblies of States to be on the basis of
adult suffrage The elections to the House of the People and to the
Legislative Assembly of every State shall be on the basis of adult
suffrage; but is to say, every person who is a citizen of India and
who is not less than twenty one years of age on such date as may
be fixed in that behalf by or under any law made by the appropriate
legislature and is not otherwise disqualified under this constitution
or any law made by the appropriate Legislature on the ground of
non residence, unsoundness of mind, crime or corrupt or illegal
practice, shall be entitled to be registered as a voter at any such
election

Article 84 (b) of Constitution of India provides that the minimum

age for becoming a candidate for Lok Sabha election shall be 25

years. Similar provision exists for a candidate to the Legislative

Assemblies vides Article 173 (b) of the Constitution read with Sec.

36 (2) of the R. P. Act, 1950.
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What is the purpose of 'evolved Laser Interferometer Space An-

tenna (eLISA)' project ?

(a) To detect neutrinos

(b) To detect gravitational waves

(c) To detect the effectiveness of missile defence system

(d) To study the effect of solar flares on our communication
systems

Ans: (b)

Exp : The evolved Laser Interfermoter Space Antenna (eLISA) is a

mission aiming at exploring the Gravitational Universe from space

for the first time.

What is the purpose of 'Vidyanjali Yojana' ?

1. To enable the famous foreign educational institutions to open
their campuses in India.

2. To increase the quality of education provided in government
schools by taking help from the private sector and the
community.

3. To encourage voluntary monetary contributions from
private individuals and organizations so as to improve the
infrastructure facilities for primary and secondary schools.

Select the correet answer using the code given below :

(a) 2only (b) 3 only
(c) 1and?2 only (d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Exp : Statement 1 and 3 are not described as being a part of

Vidyanjali initiative.

The programme is designed to involve volunteers from different

walks of life to strengthen the co-scholastic activities in government

schools. Vidyanjali, which is being implemented under the overall
aegis of the SarvaShikshaAbhiyan, will enhance the community
involvement in Government run elementary schools and effectively
engage children in reading, creative writing, public speaking, play
acting, preparing story books etc.
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx 2relid=146273

What is the aim of the programme 'Unnat Bharat Abhiyan' ?

(a) Achieving 100% literacy by promoting collaboration between
voluntary organizations and government's education system
and local communities.

(b) Connecting  institutions of higher education with local
communities to address development challenges through
appropriate technologies.

(c) Strengthening India's scientific research institutions in order to
make India a scientific and technological power.

(d) Developing human capital by allocating special funds for
health care and education of rural and urban poor, and
organizing skill development programmes and vocational
training for them.

Ans: (b)

Exp : Connecting institutions of higher education with local

communities to address development challenges through

appropriate technologies.

The Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) has

launched a programme called Unnat Bharat Abhiyan with an aim to

connect institutions of higher education, including Indian Institutes
of Technology (IITs), National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and

Indian Institutes of Science Education & Research (IISERs) etc.

with local communities to address the development challenges

through appropriate technologies.
http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx2relid=113014

Consider the following statements :

1. The Election Commission of India is a five-member body.

2. Union Ministry of Home Affairs decides the election schedule
for the conduct of both general elections and bye-elections.

3. Election Commission resolves the disputes relating to splits/
mergers of recognised political parties.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 2 only
(c) 2and 3 only (d) 3 only
Ans: (d)

Exp:

statement 1: It was not a multi member body from the beginning. It
was a single - member body when it was first set up in 1950 and up
to 15th October, 1989 with only the Chief Election Commissioner.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/foreign-trade/india-ratifies-trade-facilitation-agreement-of-wto/articleshow/52110279.cms
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From 16th October, 1989 upto the 1st January, 1990, it became a

three-member body . From 2nd January, 1990 to 30th September,

1993, it was a single-member Commission and again from Ist

October, 1993 it has become a three-member Commission.

Statement 2 : The Constitution of India has vested in the Election

Commission of India the superintendence, direction and control

of the entire process for conduct of elections to Parliament and

Legislature of every State and to the offices of President and Vice-

President of India.

Statement 3 : Splits and mergers and anti-defection law Splits,

mergers and alliances have frequently disrupted the compositions

of political parties. This has led to a number of disputes over which
section of a divided party gets to keep the party symbol, and how to
classify the resulting parties in terms of national and state parties.

The Election Commission has to resolve these disputes, although

its decisions can be challenged in the courts.

In India, if a species of tortoise is declared protected under Sched-

ule I of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, what does it imply ?

(a) It enjoys the same level of protection as the tiger.

(b) Itno longer exists in the wild, a few individuals are  under
captive protection; and now it is impossible to prevent its
extinction.

(c) Itis endemic to a particular region of India.

(d) Both (b) and (c) stated above are correct in this context.

Ans: (a)

Exp : Tiger is also a anima included in Schedule-I of Wildlife

protection act,1972. Hence, tortoise in said question also will enjoy

same level of protection.

In India, Judicial Review implies

(a) the power of the Judiciary to pronounce upon the
constitutionality of laws and executive orders.

(b) the power of the Judiciary to question the wisdom of the laws
enacted by the Legislatures.

(c) the power of the Judiciary to review all the legislative
enactments before they are assented to by the President.

(d) the power of the Judiciary to review its own judgements given
earlier in similar or different cases.

Ans: (a)

With reference to Indian freedom struggle, consider the following

events :

1. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy

2. Quit India Movement launched

3. Second Round Table Conference

What is the correct chronological sequence of the above events ?

(a) 1-2-3 (b) 2-1-3
(c) 3-2-1 (d) 3-1-2
Ans: (¢)

Exp : Mutiny of Royal Indian Navy broke in Feb 1946 at Mumbai

on Talwar ship and in Karachi at Hindustan ship

Quit India Movement is-launched on 9th august 1942 at Mumbai.

Second Round Table conference held in London in which Mahatma

Gandhi participated as reprehensive of Congress held in 1931

Consider the following statements :

1. Taxrevenue as a percent of GDP of India has steadily increased
in the last decade.

2. Fiscal deficit as a percent of GDP of India has steadily
increased in the last decade.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2only
(c) Both1land2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Exp : -Tax revenue as a percentage of GDP in India: Tax revenue
(% of GDP) in India was reported at 11 % in 2013, according to the
World Bank collection of development indicators, compiled from
officially recognized sources.
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Source: world Bank/ TRADINGECONOMICS.COM
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Recently there was a proposal to translocate some of the lions from
their natural habitat in Gujarat to which one of the following sites ?
(a) Corbett National Park

(b) Kuno Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary

(c) Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary

(d) Sariska National Park

Ans: (b)

Exp : Gujarat swallows its pride, may agree to translocate Gir lions
to Kuno Sanctuary.

46. Which of the following are not necessarily the consequences of the
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proclamation of the President's rule in a State ?

1. Dissolution of the State Legislative Assembly

2. Removal of the Council of Ministers in the State

3. Dissolution of the local bodies

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 1and 3 only

(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (b)

Exp : Dissolution of state assembly and dissolution of local bodies
is not necessarily an out come of the proclamation of presidents
rule.

Which of the following are envisaged by the Right against Exploi-
tation in the Constitution ofIndia ?

1. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced labour

2. Abolition of untouchability

3. Protection of the interests of minorities

4. Prohibition of employment of children in factories and mines

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1,2 and 4 only (b) 2,3 and 4 only

(c) 1and4 only (d) 1,2,3and 4

Ans: (¢)

Exp : Article 23. Prohibition of traffic in human beings and forced
labour (1) Traffic in human beings and begar and other similar
forms of forced labour are prohibited and any contravention of this
provision shall be an offence punishable in accordance with law
(2) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from imposing
compulsory service for public purpose, and in imposing such
service the State shall not make any discrimination on grounds
only of religion, race, caste or class or any of them.

Which of the following is geographically closest to Great Nicobar?
(a) ‘Sumatra (b) Borneo

(c) Java (d) SriLanka

Ans: (a)

The distance between Great Nicobar islands and Banda Aceh of
Sumatra is hardly 200 km.

Out of the following statements, choose the one that brings out the

principle underlying the Cabinet form of Government:

(a) An arrangement for minimizing the criticism against the
Government whose responsibilities are complex and hard to
carry out to the satisfaction of all.

(b) Amechanism for speeding up the activities of the Government
whose responsibilities are increasing day by day.

(¢) A mechanism of parliamentary democracy for ensuring
collective responsibility of the Government to the people.

(d) A device for strengthening the hands of the head of the
Government whose hold over the people is in a state of decline.

Ans: (¢)
Exp : Collective Responsibility of the Ministers * The principle of
collective responsibility finds place in Art. 75(3) where it is stated
that the Council of Ministers shall be collectively responsible to
the Lok Sabha. In other words, this provision means that a Council
of Ministers which loses confidence of the Lok Sabha is obliged to
resign. The ministers fall and stand together.

Which one of the following is not a feature of Indian federalism

(a) There is an independent judiciary in India.

(b) Powers have been clearly divided between the Centre and the
States.

(c) The federating units have been given unequal representation
in the Rajya Sabha.

(d) Itis the result of an agreement among the federating units.

Ans: (d)

Exp : The main federal features of the Indian Constitution are as

follows:
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Written Constitution, Division of Powers, Independent Judiciary,

Bicameral Legislature

Federalism in India had not been the result of an agreement among

the units and the constituent units of the Indian Federation had no

right to secede from it.

The object of the Butler Committee of 1927 was to

(a) Define the jurisdiction of the Central and Provincial
Governments.

(b) Define the powers of the Secretary of State for India.

(c) Impose censorship on national press.

(d) Improve the relationship between the Government of India
and the Indian States.

Ans: (d)

Exp : Harcourt Butler Committee A three -member committee

headed by Harcourt Butler, appointed on December 16, 1927 to

examine the relations between the native states and the paramount

power.

The term 'Domestic Content Requirement' is sometimes seen in the

news with reference to

(a) Developing solar power production in our country

(b) Granting licences to foreign T.V. channels in our country

(c) Exporting our food products to other countries

(d) Permitting foreign educational institutions to set up their
campuses in our country

Ans: (a)

Exp : In 2013, the U.S. brought a complaint before the WTO

arguing that the domestic content requirement imposed under

India’s national solar programme is in violation of the global

trading rules. Specifically, it said, >India has violated its “national

treatment” obligation by unfavourably discriminating against

imported solar cells and modules. ( HINDU) march 3 2016

Consider the following statements :

1. The Nuclear Security Summits are periodically held under the
aegis of the United Nations.

2. The International Panel on Fissile Materials is an organ of
International Atomic Energy Agency.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Exp : The first summit was held in Washington, D.C., United

States, on April 12—13, 2010. Obama hosted the first Nuclear

Security Summit (NSS) in order to draw attention, at the highest

possible level, to the need to secure nuclear material and thus

prevent nuclear terrorism.

The International Panel on Fissile Materials (IPFM), established in

2006, is a group of independent nuclear experts from 18 countries (

not by IAEA)It aims to advance international initiatives to “secure

and to sharply reduce all stocks of highly enriched uranium and

separated plutonium, the key materials in nuclear weapons, and to

limit any further production.

Who among the following can join the National Pension System

(NFS) ?

(a) Resident Indian citizens only

(b) Persons of age from 21 to 55 only

(c) All State Government employees joining the services after the
date of notification by the respective State Governments

(d) All Central Government employees including those of Armed
Forces joining the services on or after 1st April, 2004

Ans: (¢)

Exp : Who can join NPS?

(c) State Government Employees

NPS is applicable to all the employees of State Governments, State

Autonomous Bodies joining services after the date of notification

by the respective State Governments. Any other government

employee who is not mandatorily covered under NPS can also

subscribe to NPS under "All Citizen Model" through a Point of

Presence - Service Provider (POP-SP).

(d) NPS is applicable to all new employees of Central Government

service (except Armed Forces) and Central Autonomous Bodies

joining Government service on or after 1st January 2004.

With reference to river Teesta, consider the following statements :

1. The source of river Teesta is the same -as that of Brahmaputra
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but it flows through Sikkim.

2. River Rangeet originates in Sikkim and it is a tributary of river
Teesta.

3. River Teesta flows into Bay of Bengal on the border of India
and Bangladesh.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1and 3 only

(b) 2only

(c) 2and 3 only

(d) 1,2and3

Ans: (b)

Exp : The Rangeet or Rangit is a tributary of the Teesta river, which

is the largest river in the Indian state of Sikkim. The Rangeet river

originates in the Himalayan mountains in West Sikkim district.

Brahmaputra river is trans-himalayan river. Teesta merges into

Brahmaputra an then Brahmaputra flows into Bay of Bengal.

Consider the following statements :

1. In tropical regions, Zika virus disease is transmitted by the
same mosquito that transmits dengue.

2. Sexual transmission of Zika virus disease is possible.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(¢c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (¢)

Exp : Aedes aegypti-is a mosquito that can spread the dengue

fever, Chikungunya and yellow fever viruses, and Zika virus.

Consider the following statements :

1. The Standard Mark of Bureau of Indian Standards. (BIS) is
mandatory for automotive tyres and tubes. */<.

2. AGMARK is a quality Certification Mark issued by the Food
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2only

(c) Both land 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (a)

Exp : AGMARK (Agricultural Mark) is a certification issued by

Directorate of Marketing and Inspection for agricultural produce.

The directorate ensures the implementation of Agricultural Produce

Grading and Marking Act 1937, 1986.

What is/are the advantage/advantages of implementing the 'Na-

tional Agriculture Market' scheme ?

1. It is a pan-India electronic trading portal for agricultural
commodities.

2. It provides the farmers access to nationwide market, with
prices commensurate with the quality of their produce.

Select the correct answer using the code given below ;

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (¢)

Exp : National Agriculture Market (NAM) is a pan-India electronic

trading portal which networks the existing APMC mandis to create

a unified national market for agricultural commodities.

The NAM Portal provides a single window service for all APMC

related information and services.

A national e-market platform for transparent sale transactions and

price discovery initially in regulated markets

With reference to the 'National Intellectual Property Rights Policy',

consider the following statements :

1. It reiterates India's commitment to the Doha Development
Agenda and the TRIPS Agreement.

2. Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion is the nodal
agency for regulating intellectual property rights in India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(¢c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (¢)

Exp : 1. The Policy recognizes that India has a well-established
TRIPS-compliant legislative, administrative and judicial
framework to safeguard IPRs, which meets its international
obligations while utilizing the flexibilities provided in the
international regime to address its developmental concerns. It
reiterates India’s commitment to the Doha Development Agenda
and the TRIPS agreement.
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2. It suggests making the department of industrial policy and
promotion (DIPP) the nodal agency for all IPR issues.

According to the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, which of the
following animals cannot be hunted by any person except under
some provisions provided by law ?

1. Gharial

2. Indian wild ass

3. Wild buffalo

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (D)

Exp : All the wild animals in question are scheduled animals
included in Schedule-I or II of wildlife protection act,1972. These
animals can’t be hunted except under certain circumstances
provided in wildlife protection act,1972.

Gharial- Schedule-II, W1d ass- Schedule-I, W1d buffalow-1

Which of the following statements is/are true of the Fundamental
Duties of an Indian citizen ?

1. Alegislative process has been provided to enforce these duties.
2. They are correlative to legal duties.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1only (b) 2 only

(c) Bothland 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Exp:

Consider the following pairs :
1. Radhakanta Deb —
First President of the British Indian Association
2. Gazulu Lakshminarasu Chetty —
Founder of the Madras Mahajana Sabha
3. Surendranath Banerjee —
Founder of the Indian Association Which of'the above pairs
is/are correctly matched ?

(a) 1only (b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (b)

Exp : The President of the first committee of this organization
was Raja Radhakanta Deb, while Debendranath Tagore was its
secretary. The newspaper of this society was “Hindu patriot” which
adopted a strongly critical political tone. Its editor Harish Chandra
Mukherjee

Lakshminarasu established Madras Native Association in 1849 as
a platform for educated Indians to protest against any injustice on
the part of the British. It was the first Indian political organization
in the Madras Presidency. Lakshminarasu, the founder, served as
its first President.

Indian National Association was the first declared Nationalist
Organization founded in British India by Surendranath Banerjee
and Anand Mohan Bose in 1876. It was originally established as
Bharat Sabha and held its first annual conference inCalcutta.

Which one of the following objectives is not embodied in the

Preamble to the Constitution of India?

(a) Liberty of thought

(c) Liberty of expression

Ans: (b)

Exp : WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved

to constitute India into a SOVEREIGN, SOCIALIST, SECULAR,

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens:

JUSTICE, social, economic and political,

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among

them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity

and integrity of the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of

November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO

OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

With reference to 'Quality Council of India (QCI)', consider the

following statements :

1. QCI was set up jointly by the Government of India and the
Indian Industry.

2. Chairman of QCI is appointed by the Prime Minister on the

(b) Economic liberty
(d) Liberty of belief
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recommendations of the industry to the Government.
Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2only
(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (¢)

Exp : QCI is governed by a Council of 38 members with equal

representations of government, industry and consumers. Chairman

of QCI is appointed by the Prime Minister on recommendation of
the industry to the governmen

What is the purpose of setting up of Small Finance Banks (SFBs)

in India ?

1. To supply credit to small business units

2. To supply credit to small and marginal farmers

3. To encourage young entrepreneurs to set up business
particularly in rural areas.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(a) 1and?2 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and3 only (d) 1,2and3
Ans: (a)
Exp : On 27 November 2014, RBI had released the guidelines
on Small Finance Banks along with the Payment Banks. The
objective of small\finance banks is to further financial inclusion
by providing: Basic banking facilities to the unbanked and thereby
boosting saving habits. Supply of credit to small business units,
small and marginal farmers, micro and small industries and other
unorganized sector entities, through high technology-low cost
operations.

With reference to 'Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing

and Urban Development (APMCHUD)', consider the following

statements :

1. The first APMCHUD was held in India in 2006 on the theme
'Emerging Urban Forms — Policy Responses and Governance
Structure'.

2. India hosts all the Annual Ministerial Conferences in
partnership with ADB, APEC and ASEAN.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only (b) 2
only
(¢) Bothland 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)
Exp : I. The Ist APMCHUD was held in New Delhi, India

from 13th -16th December, 2006 on the theme of ‘A Vision for

Sustainable Urbanization in the Asia-Pacific by 2020°.

Theme for 6th Asia Pacific Ministerial Conference on Housing

and Urban Development (APMCHUD), New Delhi, India 2016

is “Emerging Urban Forms - Policy Responses and Governance

Structure”

2. Second conference was held in Tehran, Iran.

Democracy's superior virtue lies in the fact that it calls into activity

(a) the intelligence and character of ordinary men and women.

(b) the methods for strengthening executive leadership.

(c) a superior individual with dynamism and vision.

(d) aband of dedicated party workers.

Ans: (a)

Exp:

Which of the following is a most likely consequence of imple-

menting the 'Unified Payments Interface (UPI)' ?

(a) Mobile wallets will not be necessary for online payments.

(b) Digital currency will totally replace the physical currency in
about two decades.

(c) FDI inflows will drastically increase.

(d) Direct transfer of subsidies to poor people will become very
effective.

Ans: (a)

Exp:

The terms 'Event Horizon', 'Singularity', ag Theory' and 'Standard

Model' are sometimes seen in the news in the context of

(a) Observation and understanding of the Universe

(b) Study of the solar and the lunar eclipses

(c) Placing satellites in the orbit of the Earth

(d) Origin and evolution of living organisms on the Earth

Ans: (a)

Exp:



70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

With reference to agriculture in India, how can the technique of
'genome sequencing', often seen in the news, be used in the im-
mediate future ?

1. Genome sequencing can be used to identify genetic markers
for disease resistance and drought tolerance in various crop
plants.

2. This technique helps in reducing the time required to develop
new varieties of crop plants.

3. It can be used to decipher the host-pathogen relationships in
crops.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Exp : Agrigenomics is a branch of genome sequencing study,

consist of sequencing and genotyping technologies touch many

steps of the Agrigenomics pipeline. It also involves study of host

pathogen relationship in crops for example, Genes Related to

Insecticide Resistance in Bactrocera dorsalis

The main advantage of the parliamentary form of government is

that

(a) the executive and legislature work independently.

(b) it provides continuity of policy and is more efficient.

(c) the executive remains responsible to the legislature.

(d) the head of the government cannot be changed without
election.

Ans: (¢)

Exp : the main advantage of the parliamentary form of the

government executive remains

responsible to the legislature and through legislature it is

responsible to and answerable to people

In the context of India, which one of the following is the correct

relationship between Rights and Duties ?

(a) Rights are correlative with Duties.

(b) Rights are personal and hence independent of society and
Duties.

(c) Rights, not Duties, are important for the advancement of the
personality of the citizen.

(d) Duties, not Rights, are important for the stability of the State.

Ans: (a)

Exp:

The mind of the makers of the Constitution of India is reflected in

which of the following ?

(a) The Preamble

(b) The Fundamental Rights

(c) The Directive Principles of State Policy

(d) The Fundamental Duties

Ans: (a)

Exp:

If you travel by road from Kohima to Kottayam, what is the mini-

mum number of States within India through which you can travel,

including the origin and the destination ?

(a) 6 (®) 7
(©) 8 (d) 9
Ans: (b)

Exp : As per google maps, shortest road route passes through:
Nagaland, Assam, W. Bengal. Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.
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The Parliament of India exercises control over the functions of the
Council of Ministers through

1. Adjournment motion

2. Question hour

3. Supplementary questions

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)

Exp:

With reference to the Parliament of India, consider.the following

statements :

1. A private member's bill is a bill presented by a Member
of Parliament who is not elected but only nominated by the
President of India.

2. Recently, a private member's bill has been passed in the
Parliament of India for the first time in its history.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(¢c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Exp : Members parliament other than ministers are called
private members and bills presented by them are known as private
member's bills.

The Muslim Wakfs Bill, 1952: The bill was for providing

better governance and administration of Muslim Wakfs and the

supervision of Mutawallis' management of them in India. The bill
was introduced by Syed Mohammed Ahmed Kasmi in the Lok

Sabha and passed in 1954.

With reference to the difference between the culture of Rigvedic

Aryans and Indus Valley people, which of the following statements

is/are correct ?

1. Rigvedic Aryans used the coat of mail and helmet in warfare
whereas the people of Indus Valley Civilization did not leave
any evidence* of using them.

2. Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper whereas Indus
Valley people knew only copper and iron.

3. Rigvedic Aryans had domesticated the horse whereas there is
no evidence of Indus Valley people having been aware of this
animal.

Select the correct answer us”ng the code given below :

(a) 1only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (¢)

Exp : 1. We do not find any proof of arms and warfare in Indus

Valley civilization. Why Aryans are seasons fighters.

2. Rigvedic Aryans knew gold, silver and copper (maybe even

bronze) but not knew iron. While IVC people also knew all of the

above but not iron.

3. In IVC the proofs of teeth of ass is found but not horse evidence

is found. While rigvedic Aryans have been given high importance

to hoarse for pasture.

Recognition of Prior Learning Scheme' is sometimes mentioned

in the news with reference to

(a) Certifying the skills acquired by construction workers
through traditional channels.

(b) Enrolling the persons in Universities for distance learning
programmes.

(c) Reserving some skilled jobs to rural and urban poor in some
public sector undertakings.

(d) Certifying the skills acquired by trainees under the National
Skill Development Programme.

Ans: (d)

Exp:

From the ecological point of view, which one of the following

assumes importance in being a good link between the Eastern

Ghats and the Western Ghats ?

(a) Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve

(b) Nallamala Forest

(c) Nagarhole National Park

(d) Seshachalam Biosphere Reserve

Ans: (a)

Exp : Melagiri a the meeting point of the Western Ghats and



Eastern Ghats, these forests form a vital link in the elephant
corridors of South India, connecting the Bannerghatta National
Park and the River Cauvery. Sathyamangalam forest joins the tiger

reserves of other forest at Nilgiri Biosphere.
80. One of the implications of equality in society is the absence of
(a) Privileges (b) Restraints
(c) Competition (d) Ideology
Ans: (a)
Exp:

81. Consider the following statements in respect of Trade Related

Analysis of Fauna and Flora in Commerce (TRAFFIC):

1. TRAFFIC is a bureau under United Nations Environment

Programme (UNEP).

2. The mission of TRAFFIC is to ensure that trade in wild plants
and animals isnot a threat to the conservation of nature.

Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) Both 1 and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)

Exp : TRAFFIC, the wildlife trade monitoring network, is the
leading non-governmental organization working globally on trade
in wild animals and plants in the context of both biodiversity

conservation and sustainable development.

TRAFFIC’s mission is to ensure that trade in wild plants and

animals is not a threat to the conservation of nature.
82. Which principle among the following was added to the

Directive Principles of State Policy by the 42" Amendment to the

Constitution?

(a) Equal pay for equal work for both men and women

(b) Participation of workers in the management of industries
(c) Right to work, education and public assistance

(d) Securing living wage and human conditions of work to

workers
Ans: (b)
Exp:
83. Which one of the following statements is correct ?
(a) Rights are claims of the State against the citizens.

(b) Rightsare privileges which are incorporated in the Constitution

of a State.
(c) Rights are claims of the citizens against the State.
(d) Rights are privileges of a few citizens against the many.
Ans: (¢)
Exp:
84. Which of the following gives 'Global Gender Gap Index' ranking
to the countries of the world?
(a) World Economic Forum
(b) UN Human Rights Council
(c) UN Women
(d) World Health Organization
Ans: (a)

Exp : http://reports.weforum.org/global-gender-gap-report-2016/

rankings/
85. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding
Smart India Hackathon 2017 ?

1. Itis a centrally sponsored scheme for developing every city of

our country into Smart Cities in a decade.

2. Itisaninitiative to identify new digital technology innovations

for solving the many problems faced by our country.

3. Itisaprogramme aimed at making all the financial transactions
in our country completely digital in a decade. Select the correct

answer using the code given below :
(a) 1and 3 only (b) 2 only
(c) 3only (d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (b)

Exp : Smart India Hackathon 2017 will be 36 hrs non-stop digital
product development competition during which teams of thousands
of technology students will build innovative digital solutions
for the problems posted by 29 different central govt. ministries/
departments e.g. Ministry of Railways, External Affairs, Ministry of
Defense, ISRO, Ministry of Tourism, Dept. of Atomic Energy, etc.

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=159825
86. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)?
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1. It decides the RBI's benchmark interest rates.

2. Itis a 12-member body including the Governor of RBI and is
reconstituted every year.

3. It functions under the chairmanship of the Union Finance
Minister.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 1and?2 only
(c) 3only (d) 2 and 3 only
Ans: (a)

Exp : Statement 1 — The MPC would be entrusted with fixing the

benchmark policy rate (Repo Rate).

Statement 2 — The MPC is a 6 member body who shall hold office

for a period of four years.

Statement 3 — The Governor of the RBI is the ex-officio chairperson

of the MPC.

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=151264

With reference to Manipuri Sankirtana, consider the following

statements :

1. Itis a song and dance performance.

2. Cymbals are the only musical instruments used in the
performan

It is performed to harrate the life and deeds of Lord Krishna.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1,2and3 (b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2and 3 only (d) 1 only
Ans: (b)

Exp : Manipuri Sankirtana inscribed on UNESCO’s ‘intangible
heritage’ list.It is practised at the centre of a temple, where
performers narrate the lives and deeds of Krishna through songs
and dance.Cymbal a brass instrument played along with drums in
the Sankirtana Dance.

Who among the following was/were associated with the
introduction of Ryotwari Settlement in India during the British
rule?

1. Lord Cornwallis

2. Alexander Read

3. Thomas Munro

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 1and 3 only
(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (¢)

Exp : -Lord cornwalis into duced permanent settlement in Bengal
in 1793. While Thomas Munro introduced it in madras province
in 1800. Read is also connected.

In the context of solving pollution problems, what is/are the advan-

tage/advantages of bioremediation technique ?

1. It is a technique for cleaning up pollution by enhancing the
same biodegradation process that occurs in nature.

2. Any contaminant with heavy metals such as cadmium and lead
can be readily and completely treated by bioremediation using
microorganisms.

3. Genetic engineering can be used to create microorganisms
specifically designed for bioremediation.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1 only (b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (¢)

Exp:

The Trade Disputes Act of 1929 provided for

(a) the participation of workers iri the management of industries.

(b) arbitrary powers to the management to quell industrial
disputes.

(c) an intervention by the British Court in the event of a trade
dispute.

(d) a system of tribunals and a ban on strikes.

Ans: (d)

Exp : One of the most objectionable features of the original text

runs as follows: .

III. Any Union may apply to the Registrar for registration as a

recognised Union. On receipt of such application for registration,

the Registrar shall forward a copy of the application to the employer

or employers concerned, and on receipt of a communication from

such employer or employers to the effect that the Union has
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received recognition from them the Registrar shall proceed to
register such union as a recognised Union. .

This clause would mean that no union would be registered unless
the said Union satisfied the employers.

The Bill provides for the establishment of a permanent tribunal
for Arbitration - the Industrial Court -- and contemplates making
arbitra—tion more and more the dominant method of settling
disputes. The Conciliation proceedings are to last for a period of
three to five months -- no strikes can take place during this period

Local self-government can be best explained as an exercise in

(a) Federalism

(b) Democratic decentralisation

(c) Administrative delegation

(d) Direct democracy

Ans: (b)

Exp:

Consider the following statements :

With reference to the Constitution of India, the Directive Principles
of State Policy constitute limitations upon

1. legislative function.

2. executive function.

Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1only (b) 2 only

(c) Bothland2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (d)

Exp:

The term 'Digital Single Market Strategy' seen in the news refers
to

(a) ASEAN (b) BRIGS
(¢) EU (d) G20
Ans: (¢)

Exp : The Digital Single Market strategy aims to open up digital

opportunities for people and business and enhance Europe's

position as a world leader in the digital economy.

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/policies/shaping-

digital-single-market

At one of the places in India, if you stand on the seashore and

watch the sea, you will find that the sea water recedes from the

shore line a few kilometres and comes back to the shore, twice a

day, and' you can actually walk on the sea floor when the water

recedes. This unique phenomenon is seen at

(a) Bhavnagar (b) Bheemunipatnam

(c) Chandipur (d) Nagapattinam

Ans: (¢)

Exp : The beach is unique in that the water recedes up to 5

kilometers during the ebb tide. (This gives the tourists an

opportunity to literally walk on the seafloor)

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chandipur, Odisha

With reference to the 'Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions

Act, 1988 (PBPT Act)', consider the following statements :

1. A property transaction is not treated as a benami transaction. if
the owner of the property is not aware of the transaction.

2. Properties held benami are liable for confiscation by the
Government.

3. The Act provides for three authorities for investigations but
does not provide for any appellate mechanism.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only
(c) 1and 3 only (d) 2and 3 only
Ans: (b)

Exp : Benami Property Transactions Act, 1988 has been amended
by the Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Amendment Act, 2016
(BTP Amendment Act). The rules and all the provisions of the BTP
Amendment Act shall come into force on 1st November, 2016.
After coming into effect of the BTP Amendment Act, the existing
Benami Transactions (Prohibition) Act, 1988 shall be renamed as
Prohibition of Benami Property Transactions Act, 1988 (PBPT Act).
With reference to the above definition of PBPT Act -

Statement 2 - As per the 2016 (Amendment) Act, properties held
benami are liable for confiscation by the government, without
payment of compensation.

Statement 3 - An appellate mechanism has been provided under
the PBPT Act in the form of Adjudicating Authority and Appellate
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Tribunal.

Source: http:/pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=153085

Due to some reasons, if there is a huge fall in the population of

species of butterflies, what could be its likely consequence/ conse-

quences ?

1. Pollination of some plants could be adversely affected.

2. There could be a drastic increase in the fungal infections of
some cultivated plants.

3. It could lead to a fall in the population of some species of
wasps, spiders and birds.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (¢)

Exp : Statement 1 —True, as butterflies play an important role in
pollination.

Statement 2 — There is no direct relation between butterflies and

reducing fungal infections in plants.

Statement 3 — Huge fall in the population of species of butterflies

would lead to a disruption of food chains, ecosystem and

pollination, and hence, a fall in population of some species of

(dependent) waspsy.spiders and birds.

It is possible to produce algae based biofuels, but what is/are

the likely limitation(s) of developing countries in promoting this

industry ?

1. Production of algae based biofuels is possible in seas only
and not on continents.

2. Setting up and engineering the algae based biofuel production
requires high level of expertise/technology until the
construction is completed.

3. Economically viable production necessitates the setting up
of large scale facilities which may raise ecological and social
concerns.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1and 2 only (b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3 only (d) 1,2and 3

Ans: (b)

Exp : The term third generation biofuel has only recently enter the

mainstream it refers to biofuel derived from algae, from ponds and

open reservoirs, Photobioreactors — These are the most advanced
and thus most difficult systems to implement, resulting in high
capital costs.

Which of the following are the objectives of 'National Nutrition

Mission' ?

1. To create awareness relating to malnutrition among pregnant
women and lactating mothers.

2. To reduce the incidence of anaemia among young children,
adolescent girls and women.

3. To promote the consumption of millets, coarse cereals and
unpolished rice.

4. To promote the consumption of poultry eggs.

Select the correct answer using the code given below :

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 1,2 and 3 only

(c) 1,2 and4 only (d) 3 and 4 only

Ans: (a)

Exp : The key objectives of these programmes are as under:

* To create awareness relating to malnutrition amongst pregnant

women, lactating mothers, promote healthy lactating practices and

importance of balanced nutrition;

* To improve maternal and child under-nutrition in 200 high

burdened districts and to prevent and reduce the under-nutrition

prevalent among children below 3 years;

* To reduce incidence of anaemia among young children, adolescent

girls and women.

http://pib.nic.in/newsite/PrintRelease.aspx?relid=103192

Consider the following statements :

1. The Factories Act, 1881 was passed with a view to fix the
wages of industrial workers and to allow the workers to form
trade unions.

2. N.M. Lokhande was a pioneer in organizing the labour
movement in British India.

Which of the above statements is/are correct ?

(a) 1 only (b) 2 only




(c) Both I and 2 (d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (b)
Exp : To improve the lot of the factory workers in towns, he passed
the first Factory Act in 1881. The Act prohibited the employment
of children under the age of seven, limited the number of working
hours for children below the age of twelve and required that
dangerous machinery should be fenced properly.
The Act also made provision for one hour rest during the working
period and four days leave in a month for the workers. Inspectors
were appointed to supervise the implementation of these measures.
Thus for the first time he British Government tried to improve the
working conditions of labourers in factories.
N.M.Lokhande organised the first labour union in India at bombay
in 1880 call bombay mill hand society. He was the first labor
representive at factory commission.

100. In the context of mitigating the impending global warming due
to anthropogenic emSissions of carbon dioxide, which of the
following can be the potential sites for carbon sequestration ?
1. Abandoned and uneconomic coal seams
2. Depleted oil and gas reservoirs
3. Subterranean deep saline formations Select the correct answer

using the code given below :

(a) 1and?2 only (b) 3 only
(c) 1and3 only (d) 1,2and 3
Ans: (d)
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Performance Analysis and relevant inputs to improve.

Facility of interaction (personal, telephonic or online) with our expert team to clear doubts.

MAINS MOCK TEST SERIES PROGRAMME 2018

» Objective: to develop answer writing skills in candidate's appearing for Civil Services Mains Examination, 2018.
» Starts on 1st Aug 2017

» Total 24 Tests for Mains examination (16 Sectional and 8 Full Syllabus Tests) + 5 Prelims Online Tests.

» Flexible modules: Candidate can opt for any no. of tests ( atleast 4 and maximum 24 tests)

Fees Structure:

UNIQUE Freedom Fees |UNIQUE Freedom Fees
Module (Rs.) [Module (Rs.)
UF1 (1Test) Free |UF 12 (Any 12 Tests) | 9000
UF 4 (Any 4 Tests) 4200 |UF 14 ( Any 14 Tests) | 10500
UF 6 (Any 6 Tests) 5200 |UF 16 (Any 16 Tests) | 11500
UF 8 (Any 8 Tests) 6000 |UF 20 (Any 20 Tests) | 13500
UF 10 ( Any10Tests) | 8000 |[UF 24 ( Any 24 Tests) | 16500

** Registered candidates will get access to 5 online prelims tests for free with each of the above modules.

The Unique Academy, Delhi. 79, 3" Floor Above Kotak Mahindra Bank, Old Rajendra Nagar, Delhi-110060

Call: 011- 45561206 / 8010078886

For details, visit our website www.theuniqueacademy.co.in




